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I—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 


STATE OF THE SKILLED Lasour Market IN Feprvary. 


The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “ Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette.” 
It is based on 2,295 returns, viz., 1,643 from employers, 518 
from trade unions, and 134 from other sources :— 

In all the important industries an improvement in the state 
of employment has taken place during the month, with the 
result that the percentage of unemployed is lower than at any 
similar period of the year since February, 1891, and coal miners 
have had fuller employment than in any month during the five 
years in which the figures have been collected. 

In the 125 trade unions making returns, with an aggregate 
membership of 491,790, 12,665 (or 2°6 per cent.) were reported 
as unemployed at the end of l‘ebruary, compared with 3°0 per 
cent. a month before, and 4°4 per cent. in the 116 unions, with 
a membership of 466,362, from which returns were received for 
February, 1898, when employment was still affected by the 
engineering dispute. 

Employment in Various Industries—Coal Mining.—Employ- 
ment in February was exceptionally good, the average time 
worked at the collieries included in the returns being higher 
than any previously recorded in the five years during which 
these statistics have been compiled. At these collieries, at 
which 437,440 workpeople were employed, the average time 
worked was 5°63 days per week in the four weeks ended 25th 
February, as compared with 5°24 days per week a year ago. 

Iron-mining—Employment in February was better in the 
English districts, but not so good in Scotland as a year ago. 
At mines and open-works at which 17,500 workpeople were 
employed, the average number of days worked during the four 
weeks ended 25th February was 5°86, as compared with 5°79 
in the corresponding period of 1898. 
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In the Pig-Jron Industry the improvement in employment 
continues. Returns relating to the works of 113 ironmasters 
show that 371 furnaces were in blast at the end of February, or 
3 more than at the end of January, and 16 more than a year 
ago. The estimated number employed was 23,975, or 72 more 
than at the end of January, al 513 more than at the end of 
February, 1898. 

Iron and Steel Manufacture—Employment at the end of 
February, though not quite so good as at the end of January, 
was considerably better than a year ago. At the 211 works 
from which the returns were received, 79,098 persons were 
employed in the last week of February, or 495 less than in the 
last week of January, but 3,061 more than two years ago. The 
average number of shifts worked was 5°60 in the last weeks of 
both January and February, and 5°54 in the last week of 
February, 1898. 

Tin-plate Trade—Employment in this industry recovered 
considerably during the month, and at the end was better than 
a year ago. The number of mills working at the end of Feb- 
Truary was 355, employing an estimated number of 17,826 work- 
people, compared with 323 mills at work and 16,259 workpeople 
employed at the end of January, and 341 mills with 17,351 
workpeople at the end of February, 1898. 

Employment in the Engineering and Metal trades has con- 
tinued to improve. The percentage of unemployed union mem- 
bers in this group of trades at the end of February was 2°4, 
compared with 2°6 in January and 7°0 per cenf. in February, 
1898.* 

In the Shipbuilding trades employment has also improved, 
the percentage of unemployed union members at the end of 
February being 2°8, compared with 3°7 in the two previous 
months. The percentage for February, 1898, was 6°8.* 

Employment in the Building trades (plumbers excepted) has 
continued good. The percentage of unemployed union members 
at the end of February was 1°5, compared with 1°7 in the pre- 
vious month and also in February, 1898. 

The Furnishing trades have improved and employment is 
now good in nearly all branches. The percentage of unemployed 
union members at the end of February was 3°0, compared with 
4°3 in January and 2°8 per cent. in February of last year. 

Employment in the Printing and Bookbinding trades has 
improved in most branches, and is now good. The percentage 
of unemployed union members at the end of February was 3°5, 
compared with 4°4 in January and 3°6 in February, 1898. 

Employment in the Paper trade remains steady. The per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of February 
was the same as in January, viz., 3°2. The percentage for 
February, 1898, was 3°5. 


* Employment affected by the engineering dispute. 


Mar. 1899.] BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 255 


In the Glass trades the percentage of unemployed was 11‘5, 
compared with 11°8 in February, 1898. 

Employment in the Leather trades has improved, the per- 
centage of unemployed union members at the end of February 
being 3°6 compared with 4°5 in the two previous months, and 
3°7 per cent. in February of last year. 

Employment in the Boot and Shoe trade has shown further 
improvement, and is good in nearly every centre. 

Employment in the bespoke branch of the Tailoring trade 
has improved, and is moderate; in the ready-made branch it 
has been good, on the whole, in the factories, and not so slack 
in the workshops. 

Employment in the Spinning branch of the Cotton trade con- 
tinues good; in the Weaving branch it remains fairly good. 

Employment in the Woollen and Worsted trades continues 
quiet, but shows a slight improvement. In the Hosvery trade 
it has again improved, and is fairly good. 

As regards the employment of women in the Testile trades, 
information respecting 474 cotton, woollen, and worsted mills, 
employing 81,000 women and girls, shows that 82 per cent. were 
in mills giving full employment during the month, compared with 
84 per cent. during the previous month and 70 per cent. in 
February, 1898. 


Trade Disputes.—Thirty-six fresh disputes occurred in Feb- 
ruary, 1899, involving 5,348 workpeople. The corresponding 
number of disputes for January was 26, involving 2,194 work- 
people, and for February, 1898, 25 disputes, involving 3,568 
workpeople. Three disputes took place in the building trades, 
7 in mining and quarrying, 11 in the metal, engineering, and 
shipbuilding trades, 8 in the textile trades, and 7 in other indus- 
tries. Of the 38 new and old disputes, involving 7,737 work- 
people, of which the settlement is reported, 10, involving 1,719 
persons, were settled wholly in favour of the muenenaens 13, 
involving 1,663 persons, wholly in favour of the employers; and 
15, involving 4,355 persons, resulted in a compromise. 


Changes in Rates of Wages.—Changes in the rates of wages 
of about 324,000 workpeople were reported during February, of 
which number 322,200 received advances averaging 1s. 6d. per 
head, and 1,800 sustained decreases averaging 1s. 54d. per head. 
The net result was an increase estimated at about 1s. 53d. per 
head in the weekly wages of those affected. The increases were 
mainly in the mining industry (301,673), iron and steel manu- 
facture (8,452), and engineering and shipbuilding trades (6,355). 
Changes affecting about 2,800 workpeople were preceded by 
disputes, causing stoppage of work. Changes affecting about 
306,500 workpeople were arranged by conciliation boards, and 
the remaining changes affecting about 14,700 workpeople were 
arranged by direct negotiation between employers and work- 
people, or conceded voluntarily by the employers. 
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Sea FIsHeries. 


Territorial Waters of the Farée Islands. 


The following notice has been issued by the Board of 
Trade :— 

“Notice is hereby given to British fishermen that a new law 
has been passed for the Farée Islands, by which all trawl 
fishing within the territorial waters of those islands is pro- 
hibited under largely increased penalties. Further, the pre- 
sence in&hose waters of fishing vessels with trawls on board, 
although not engaged in fishing, is not allowed except -in 
certain specified circumstances.” 

A translation of the law may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tue Patents, Destans, anpD TrapE Marks Act, 1883. 


The following is the text of an Order in Council of the 2nd 
February applying the provisions of Sections 39 and 57 of the 
Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 1883, to the Inter- 
= Exhibition proposed to be held in the year 1900 at 

aris 

Whereas “The Patents, Designs, and Trade Marks Act, 
1883,” amongst other things, provides by Section 39 that the 
exhibition of an invention at an industrial or international 
exhibition, certified as such by the Board of Trade or the pub- 
lication of any description of the invention during the period 
of the holding of the exhibition, or the use of the invention for 
the purpose of the exhibition in the place where the 
exhibition is held, or the use of the invention during the 
period of the holding of the exhibition by any person else- 
where, without the privity or consent of the inventor, shall not 
prejudice the right of the inventor or his legal personal repre- 
sentative to apply for and obtain provisional protection and a 
patent in respect of the invention, or the validity of any patent 
granted on the application, provided that both the following 
conditions are complied with, namely :— 

(a) The exhibitor must, before exhibiting the invention, 
. give the Comptroller the prescribed notice of his 
intention to do so; and 
(b) The application for a patent must be made before or 
within six months from the date of the opening of 
the exhibition : 

And whereas the said Act further provides by Section 57 
that the exhibition at an industrial or international exhibition, 
certified as such by the Board of Trade, or the exhibition else- 
where during the period of the holding of the exhibition with- 
out the privity or consent of the proprietor of a design or of 


ee 
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any article to which a design is applied, or the publication 
during the holding of any such exhibition of a description of 
a design, shall not prevent the design from being registered 
or invalidate the registration thereof, provided that both the 
following conditions are complied with, namely :— 

(a) The exhibitor must, before exhibiting the design or 
article, or publishing a description of the design, 
give the Comptroller the prescribed notice of his 
intention to do so; and 

(o) The application for registration must be made before 
or within six months from the date of the opening 
of the exhibition : 

And whereas Her Majesty, by virtue of the authority com- 
mitted to her by the provisions of ‘The Patents Act, 1886,” is 
empowered, by Order in Council, from time to time to declare 
that the provisions of the said Act of 1883, above recited, shall 
apply to any exhibition mentioned in the Order, in like manner 
as if it were an industrial or international exhibition certified 
by the Board of Trade, and to provide that the exhibitor shall 
be relieved from the conditions specified in the said herein- 
before recited sections of the said Act of 1883: 

Now therefore, Her Majesty, by and with the advice of her 
Privy Council, and by virtue of the authority committed to her 
by the said Act of 1886, doth declare, and it is hereby declared, 
that the provisions of the foregoing sections of the said Act of 
1883 shall apply to the International Exhibition to be held at 
Paris in the year 1900, and further, that the exhibitor of an 
invention, a design, or any article to which a design is applied, 
shall be relieved from the conditions specified in the said here- 
inbefore recited sections of the said Act of 1883 of giving notice 
as therein required of his intention to exhibit such invention, 
design, or article to which a design is applied. 


WarninG To FROM STEAMERS’ CARGOES. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Foreign Office copy 
of an extract from a report by H.M. Agent and Consul-General 
at Zanzibar, stating that at the beginning of 1898 the mail 
steamers of the German East Africa Line commenced calling 
once a month at Mombasa, both outwards and homewards, and 
although it has so far proved a great advantage for mails and 
passengers to have additional direct steamers between Mom- 
basa and Europe, complaints are made of the pilfering 
which takes place either on board or at the transhipment ports 
of Hamburg, Amsterdam, or Antwerp, while goods are awaiting 
shipment. An importer is stated to have received a case of 
English provisions one-third short of the invoiced quantity, and 
the empty space filled up with a German broom. Another 
recently received a bicycle-case, which, on being opened as soon 
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as it was landed from the steamer, was found empty, 
although there were evidences that a bicycle had been pre- 
viously stowed there from the wedges of wood placed inside to 
keep it in position. This cannot have happened in the Custom 
House, as the owner cleared it directly it was discharged. 

The British-Indian steamers have suffered considerably in 
this respect owing to their transhipment cargo having to wait 
for some time at Aden, which is notorious for possessing thieves 
second to none. Cases are so cleverly opened that importers 
frequently are ignorant from their outside appearance that they 
have been tampered with, and it is only when they have been 
opened in the go-downs, and all means of redress are lost 
through clean receipts having been given, that they discover 
their loss. It would be well if shippers and packers at the port 
ot shipment protected their consignees by marking on the out- 
side of the cases the weight when full and the weight when 
empty. 


VaLvUE oF THE Porto Rican PEso. 

A despatch, dated 13th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. George F. Finlay, Acting British 
Consul at Porto Rico, stating that the President of the United 
States has fixed the value of the Porto Rican “ peso” at 60 
cents, United States currency, and this ratio is to be observed in 
the payment of all public dues, taxes, and contracts. 

The commercial value of the “ peso” continues to fluctuate, 
and at present is about 62} cents in United States currency. 


Warninc REGARDING THE ANCHORAGE OF VESSELS IN 
New Yorx Hareovr. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
copy of a Department Circular issued by the American Govern- 
ment, as follows :— 

“In view of the repeated injury done to the cable laid in 
Ellis Island channel, New York Harbour, instructions have been 
issued to warn all vessels about to anchor in or very near said 
channel, of the danger of fouling said cable. Instructions have, 
furthermore, been given to report all vessels violating, in any 
particular, the rules and regulations governing anchorage in 
said harbour, with a view to exacting the penalty imposed 
therefor by the Act approved 16th May, 1888. In addition to 
the said penalty, the owners of vessels which foul the above- 
mentioned cable will be liable for the damage resulting there- 
from, including the cost of clearing, which should be done, in 
order to reduce the injury to a minimum, by signalling for the 
Western Union Company’s cable tug. 

“The practice of allowing several barges to ride at anchor to 
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one cable is especially forbidden, as being the occasion of such 
accidents. 

“The Supervisor of Anchorages, New York Harbour, has 
been given instructions in accordance herewith, and it is directed 
that all complaints of violations of the provisions hereof be 


made to him. 
“ (Signed) L. J. 
“ Secretary.” 


New Port or Entry 1n Liperia. 


A despatch, dated 14th January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul for Liberia, reporting 
that Nanna Kroo, Sine County, has been declared a port of 
entry by the Liberian Government from the Ist January last. 


ORNITHOLOGICAL Exnipition at St. 


Information has been received at the Board of Trade, through 
the Foreign Office, that, during the continuance of the forth- 
coming International Ornithological Exhibition at St. Peters- 
burg, a congress of bird fanciers will be held. 

The Bird Club of St. Petersburg also propose to organise a 
special exhibition of incubators at work, which will be open 
to all competitors. Copies of the regulations under which this 
exhibition will be held may be seen on application at the Com- 
mercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL CoNGRESS OF ACETYLENE AT BupbaPEst. 


The Board of Trade are informed, through the Foreign Office, 
that an exhibition will be held in Budapest connected with the 
International Congress of Acetylene between 14th May and 
28th May of this year. 

The Minister of Commerce has recognised the utility of this 
proposal, and has granted the use of a building for the purpose. 


Exuisition oF Brazitian TRADE SAMPLES. 


With reference to Mr. Worthington’s recently-issued report 
on British trade in Brazil,* the samples referred to therein have 
now been classified and arranged, and can be inspected by any 
person interested in them on application at No. 1, Whitehall, 
on any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and’6 p.m. 


* See p, 354, 
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CERTIFICATES OF. THE FiasuinG Pornt or Petrotevm 
TO THE THAMES FROM FIExDs. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Thames Con- 
servancy a communication stating that the Conservators have 
approved the nomination of Mr. Tcherkawsky for granting 
certificates of the flashing point of petroleum shipped to the 
River Thames from the Russian ports of Batoum, Novorossisk, 
and Poti, and that, from the Ist March, 1899, the Conservators 
will accept certificates only from Mr. Tcherkawsky in respect 
to the shipment of oil as above. 


TENDERS For WoveN ror Pumps rn Iraty. 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Genoa, stating that tenders are. 
invited by the dockyard authorities of Spezia for the delivery 
ef woven flax hose for pumps. 

Full particulars may be examined on personal application at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Tenpers For Drepaine Ports. 


The Foreign Office have received a report from H.M. Consul 
at Palermo to the effect that a recent invitation to tender for 
dredging the ports of Sicily produced no response. The reason 
for the absence of tenders was the low maximum tender fixed 
by the Government. All tenders had to be reductions of this 
basis. 

It now appears that influence is being exerted at Rome with 
a view to the distribution of the undertaking by private 
arrangement. 


TENDERS FoR Harsotr Works at Crvita VECCHIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received a 
despatch from H.M. Consul at Rome, stating that tenders are 
invited by the Italian Department of Public Works for further 
harbour extensions and improvements at Civita Vecchia. 

Full particulars may be examined on personal application at 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office any day 
between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


oF Pic-rrox axp Unwrovcur STEEL INTO THE UNITED 
KiyGpom FroM THE UNITED STATEs. 


According to a return received by the Board of Trade from 
the Secretary of H.M. Customs, the amount of pig-iron and un- 
wrought steel registered as imported into the United Kingdom 
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from the United States of America during the months of 
January and February, 1899, was as follows :— 


| 


| 


Pig Iron. Unwrought Steel. 


“Quantity. Value. | Quantity.| Value. 


| 
| 


1899. Tons. | | Tons. £ 
January 14,621 | 384,386 | 19,084 53,227 
| 31,703 5,206 24,899 


Twelve months ended Dec. 31st, 1898) 76,356 | 180,614 | 29,374 | 158,689 


| 
| 
| 


25,927 | 128,892 


Twelve months ended Dee. 31st, 1897 91,196 | 209,275 


QUARANTINE REGULATIONS IN Mavritivs. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Colonial Office 
copy of an ordinance of the Government of Mauritius enacting 
that in the case of any vessel on which bubonic plague exists, 
or has existed, on her voyage to Mauritius, or after her arrival 
but before pratique has been given, such vessel shall not be 
deemed to be a “suspected vessel” or an “ infected vessel,” 
within the meaning of Article 3, paragraph 11 (¢) and Article 3, 
paragraph 12, of the Quarantine Ordinance, 1897-98, respec- 
tively; but it shall be lawful for the director, after consulting 
the committee, to recommend all or any of the following 
measures :— 

1. That such vessel be not admitted to pratique. 

2. That no person suffering from bubonic plague or suspected 
to be infected therewith, shall be allowed to leave the vessel. 

3. That persons on board not suffering from bubonic plague, 
nor suspected to be infected therewith, may be landed at a 
quarantine station specially appointed by the Governor in that 
behalf under Article 40 of the Quarantine Ordinance, 197-98. 

4. That the goods or articles or any part thereof on board 
such vessel shall not be landed. 

Such recommendation may be approved by the Governor, or 
may be set aside or amended by the Governor in Executive 
Council. 


Inpran REGULATIONS. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, a copy of the Regulations issued by 
the Government of India in connection with the plague. The 
regulations can be inspected at the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 
Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


= 
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AWarpDs FoR GALLANTRY. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Colonial 
Office, a binocular glass for Mr. John Campbell, master, a gold 
watch for Mr. Albert Craig, first mate, and silver watches for 
Alfred Plank, Peter Gruinberg, Thomas King, and H. Brough, 
seamen, of the s.s. “City of Venice,” of Glasgow, which have 
been awarded to them by the Canadian Government in recog- 
nition of their services in rescuing the shipwrecked crew of 
the schooner “ Neva,” of Charlottetown, P.E.I., which was 
abandoned in the North Atlantic Ocean on the 6th March, 1897. 

The Board of Trade have awarded a piece of plate to Mr. 
Robert Bartlett, master of the s.s. “ Vedamore,” of Liverpool, 
in recognition of his services in rescuing part of the ship- 
wrecked crew of the s.s. “Londonian,” of Hull, when that 
vessel was in a sinking condition in the North Atlantic Ocean 
on the 25th, 26th, and 27th November last. 

The Board have also awarded a binocular glass and a silver 
medal for gallantry in saving life at sea to Mr. James Doran, 
first mate, and Mr. Ernest N. Hobbs, second mate, of the 
“Vedamore,” who had charge of the rescuing boats, and silver 
medals for gallantry in saving life at sea to the men who 
manned the boats on the occasion, viz.—Mr. Robert P. Gittins, 
second mate of the “Londonian”; John Cassidy, Wilfrid 
Mason, Patrick McLaughlin, John Collins, Robert R. Moore, 
Alfred Garner, William Mouat, A.B.’s of the “‘ Vedamore” ; 
and Alfred E. Tonge and Frank Lemske, A.B.’s, of the “ Lon- 
donian.” A sum of 3/. each has also been awarded to Cassidy, 
Mason, McLaughlin, Collins, and Moore, and a sum of 2/. to 
Garner, Mouat, Tonge, and Lemske. 

The Board have also awarded a piece of plate to Mr. Paul 
Grosch, master of the German s.s. “Maria Rickmers,” of 
Bremerhaven, in recognition of his services in rescuing the 
remainder of the crew of the “‘ Londonian” on the 29th Novem- 
ber last; and a binocular glass and a silver medal have been 
awarded to Mr. George D. Lenz, second mate of the “ Maria 
Rickmers,” who had charge of the rescuing boat on the occa- 
sion, and silver medals and a sum of 3/. each to the men whoa 
manned the boat, viz—Paul Meinke, boatswain, Frank Bebber, 
August Meyer, Cornelius Fast, Gustavus Wenning, and Ehrick 
Muss, A.B.’s; also a piece of silver plate to Mr. Frederick 
Watkins, master of the s.s. “ Paris,” of New York, in recogni- 
tion of his kindness and humanity in rescuing the shipwrecked 
crew of the s.s. “ Vindobala,” of London, which was abandoned 
in the North Atlantic Ocean on the 27th December last. 

The Board have also awarded a binocular glass and a silver 
medal to Mr. John Bradshaw, first mate of the “ Paris,” who 
took charge of the rescuing boat on the occasion, a silver medal 
to Mr. Richard Webb, fourth mate, who accompanied Mr. Brad- 
shaw, and silver medals and a sum of 2/. each to the men who 
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manned the boat, viz—John Monaghan, boatswain’s mate; 
John Forrester, quartermaster; Budani Rocco, George Burns, 
Antonio Pindell, Charles Dofflien, Patrick O’Hara, and Frede- 
rick Nowack, A.B.’s. Also pieces of plate to Mr. George J. 
Mills, master of the s.s. “Charing Cross,” of London, and Mr. 
William J. Maxwell master of the s.s. ‘‘ Kanawha,” of Liver- 
pool, in recognition of their services in rescuing the crew of 
the s.s. “Gallina,” of West Hartlepool, which was abandoned 
in the North Atlantic Ocean on the 4th and 5th January last. 


InsPECTORS OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES. 


The following Inspectors of Weights and Measures have, 
pele the month of February, 1899, passed the examination 
provided for in the 11th section of the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1889 :— 


Ferries, Peter (Junior) Aberdeen City. 
Harriss, Charles Edmund... oo Oxford City. 
McLaren, William ... Glasgow. 
Musgrave, John... Dewsbury. 
Senior, Watson Dewsbury. 
Sim, Robert ... Roxburghshire. 
Smith, FrederieGeorge Leicestershire. 


Sollis, Herbert Edward Bristol. 


TraDE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KinGpom. 


The “ Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation 
ot the United Kingdom” for the month of February, 1899, and 
the two months ended 28th February, 1899, a further 
reference to which will be found on pp. 264-266 of the pre- 
sent issue of the ‘‘ Board of Trade Journal,” have now been 
published. These returns, which are issued.on the 7th or 8th 
of each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 8d.) per copy, either directly or through any book- 
seller, from Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W., or John 
Menzies & Co., 12, Hanover Street, Edinburgh, and 90, West 
Nile Street, Glasgow, or Hodges, Figgis & Co., Limited, 104, 
Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions,” for the year 1897 is now 
available. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the monthly 
accounts, deals with the imports and exports of the United 
Kingdom from and to each foreign country, British ession, 
and British Protectorate, for each of the years 1893 to 1897 
inclusive, the imports and exports at the principal ports, tran- 
shipments, and bonded warehouse accounts. The annual state- 
ment may be purchased at a cost of 7s. 7d. at any of the 
addresses enumerated above. 
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I1—FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM.* 


The trade returns for the month of February last show a 
decrease as compared with the corresponding month of 1898 
in the value of the imports from foreign countries and British 
possessions, but an increase in the exports of British and Irish 
produce and manufactures, and also of foreign and colonial 
merchandise. 

The imports for February, 1899, were valued at 35,586,694/., 
a decrease of 184,180/. as compared with February, 1898, or *5 
per cent.; and the exports amounted in value to 25,260,516/., 
as against 22,969,386/. in 1898, of which British and Irish pro- 
duce and manufactures alone amounted to 19,382,406/., an 
increase of 1,740,557/., or 9°8 per cent. The latter increase, 
however, it should be observed, includes the value of new ships, 
viz., 205,032/., this being the first year for which such exports 
are shown. Foreign and colonial merchandise exported 
amounted in value to 5,878,110/., an increase of 550,573/., or 
10°3 per cent., as compared with February, 1898. 

Imports.—The following table shows the value of the imports 
for February, 1899, as compared with February, 1898, accord- 
ing to the different categories of merchandise : — 


Month ended Feb. 28. 
— ' Increase. | Decrease. 
1898. 1899. | 
£ | £ £ £ 
Food, drink, and tobacco... 14,732,888 14,701,013 31,875 
Metals .. 1,645,382 | 1,982,379 336,997 
Chemicals, dye stuffs and tanning 
substances ... 550,715 744,967 194,252 
655, 755 | 739. 383 83,628 
Raw materials for manufactures . 904,518 9,202,173 702,345 
Manufactured and miscellaneous 
articles 8,281,616 | 8,216,779 64,837 


Total... ... + £ 36,770,874 35,586,694 | — | 184,180 


With regard to the imports of articles of food, &., wheat 
ithe an increase of 611,500 ewts., but a decrease in the value 
of 85,352/.; wheat meal ‘and flour, an increase of 87,030 cwts., 
and a decrease of 154,297/.; oats have fallen off to the extent of 
460,730 ewts. and 122,121/., and peas and beans both show 
diminished quantities and values. On the other hand, barley 
has increased in quantity by 387,170 ewts., and in value by 
154,062/.; Indian corn or maize by 352,130 ewts., and 188,593/. ; 
and Indian corn meal by 69,720 ewts. and 16, 2731. Oatmeal 
has decreased in quantity, but increased in value. Among 
other articles of food and drink, bacon, fresh beef, fresh mutton, 


* See also pages 366-367. 
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pork, butter, margarine, eggs, onions, rice,’ spices (unenu- 
merated), and sugar, refined, unrefined, and molasses, all show 
increased quantities and values; while the most notable de- 
creases are found in the case of cheese, fish (cured or salted), 
fruit and potatoes, the imports of which are valued, respee- 
tively, at 105,815/., 109,920/., 93,5137., and 99,579/. less than 
in February, 1898. Among dutiable articles, cocoa has 
decreased in quantity by 595,276 lbs., and in value by 17,1801., 
and cocoa (prepared), currants, and tea all show smaller quan- 
tities and values, the falling-off in the latter article being to 
the extent of 1,030,143 lbs. and 74,976/. Spirits and wine have 
also fallen off, but tobacco has increased in both quantity and 
value. 

In the imports of metals, all descriptions, with the exception 
of copper regulus and precipitate, have increased in value. In 
the class of raw materials, cotton has decreased by 914,882/., 
jute by 103,214/., and sheeps’ or lambs’ wool by 30,346/.; but 
hemp, alpaca, and goats’ wool have all increased. Peruvian 
bark, caoutchouc, and raw hides have fallen off, but bristles, 
gum arabic, ivory, manures, paper-making materials, tallow 
and stearine, and wood and timber have increased in value. 
Among manufactured articles, cotton, iron and steel, jute and 
leather have all increased in value, but glass, boots and shoes, 
gloves, silk, and woollen manufactures have all fallen off, in the 
case of the latter, to the extent of 77,872/. 

Exports—aAs regards the exports of British and Irish pro- 
duce and manufactures for the month, the following table shows 
the values for February, 1899, and the increase or decrease of 
each principal category :— 


Month ended Feb. 28. | . | a 
ncrease. | Decrease. 


1898. | 1899, 
£ £ 
Animals, living 81,329 69,291 | 12,038 
Articles of food and drink ... «| 785,138 769,514 | —_ 15.624 
Raw materials... 1,337,303 | 1,890,836 | 653,533 


Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 
Yarns and textile fabrics ...| 7,960,608 | 8,066,213 , 105,605 
Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except ma- | 
chinery and ships) ... .-.| 2,366,351 | 2,587,965 | 221,614 | _ 


Machinery and millwork ...| 1,011,776 | 1,373,601 361,825 oa 
Ships, new (not registered as not 
British) recorded 205,083 | 206,32 


Miscellaneous ... 4,099,344 | 4,419,954 | 320,610 


Total £)/17,641,849 119,882,406 | 1,740,557 


Amongst articles of food and drink, with the exception of 
beer and ale, fish, other than herrings, hops, pickles, and re- 
fined sugar, all classes show a falling-off. In the class of raw 
materials, coal, coke, and fuel have increased by 463,487/., and 
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sheeps’ and lambs’ wool by 47,0567. The increase of coal shipped 
for steamers’ use amounts to 100,932 tons. Amongst yarns and 
textile fabrics, cotton yarn has fallen off to the extent of 
3,239,900 Ibs. in quantity and 157,601/. in value, while silk, 
worsted, and alpaca and mohair yarns, though showing in- 
creased quantities, have diminished in value; other descrip- 
tions of yarns have increased both in quantities and values. 4 
the case of piece-goods, cottons show an increase in quantity of 
nearly 23} million yards, and in value of 168,192/., and jute 
piece-goods show an increase of nearly 2} million yards in 
ony and 24,802/. in value. Silk and worsted tissues have 

ecreased in value, but linen piece-goods and woollen tissues 
have increased. 

Machinery has increased by 361,825/., due principally to the 
larger shipments of locomotives and textile machinery, especi- 
ally of the latter kind, to Russia and India. All descriptions 
of metals, with the exception of brass and plated wares and 
telegraphic wires and apparatus, have increased; in the case 
of copper the increase amounts to 152,952/. in value. The 
value of the exports of telegraphic wires and apparatus has 
fallen off to the extent of 15,852/. 

For the two months ended 28th February, the imports into. 
the United Kingdom from foreign countries and British posses- 
sions were valued at 76,803,300/., as compared with 75,700,165/. 
for a similar period of 1898; and the exports of British and 
Irish produce and manufactures amounted in value to 
39,729,640/. (including 750,222/., the value of new ships not 
registered as British, not recorded prior to 1899), as compared 
with 36,873,253/. for the two months ended 28th February, 1898. 
The exports of foreign and colonial merchandise for the two 
months amounted in value to 10,998,370/., as compared with 
10,010,198/. in 1898. 

Tonnage of Vessels entered and cleared with Cargoes——The 
tonnage of vessels entered at ports in the United Kingdom 
from foreign countries and British possessions during Feb- 

, 1899, amounted to 2,401,135 tons, and the tonnage 
cleared in the foreign trade to 3,134,289 tons, as compared with 
2,444,174 tons entered and 2,821,641 tons cleared in February, 
1898. As regards the coasting trade, the tonnage entered during 
February last was 2,404,819 tons, and the tonnage cleared 
2.357,617 tons, as against 2,371,487 tons and 2,324,984 tons 
respectively, in February, 1898. 
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IiI.—TRADE AND TRADE ROUTES IN SIAM. 
(See Map on p. 276.) 


A portion of the following article on Siam appeared in the 
“Board of Trade Journal” for April, 1898. The information 
then published has been revised and brought up to date from, 
the latest information supplied by H.M. Consuls at Bangkok 
and Chiengmai :— 

The trade of Siam, though not so valuable as that of many 
other Asiatic countries, is important when considered in con- 
nection with the geographical position of the State, lying as it 
does between the seat of the thriving industries of British India 
and Burmah, and the undeveloped districts of Western and 
South-Western China, and also in close proximity to (1) the 
French colonies of Indo-China; (2) the port of Singapore, with 
its extensive transit trade; and (3) the busy marts of the Dutch 
East Indies. 

Bangkok, the capital, on the Menam, 20 miles from its mouth 
is the only seaport of Siam proper, leaving out of consideration 
the less important trading places of the Malay peninsula. Trade 
is also carried on, however, through the Burmese ports of Moul- 
mein and Tavoy, and, to a lesser extent, by caravan from South- 
Western China and the French colony of Annam. : 

Besides Bangkok, the principal centres of trade are Ayuthia, 
the ancient capital of Siam, on the Menam, 40 miles north of 
Bangkok; Khorat in the south-east, seat of a French vice- 
consulate, and centre of trade by caravan from the Mekong and 
French Indo-China; Raheng, on the Meping, a tributary of the 
Menam, an important trading town on the road to the Burmese 
port of Moulmein; and Zimme, or Chiengmai, a large and 
populous city in Northern Siam, capital of a semi-independent 
State under the protectorate of the Siamese central Government, 
whence caravans trade with Burmah on the west, with Annam 
and French Indo-China on the east, and (vd Laos and the 
Northern Shan States), with Yunnan and other parts of China 
on the north. 

The following table shows the number and tonnage of vessels 
cleared from the port of Bangkok during the years 1895, 1896, 
and 1897, distinguishing British vessels :— 


Return of all shipping cleared from Bangkok in the years 
1895, 1896 and 1897. 


Nationality. 1895. 1896. 1897. 


No. | Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 


British ove eee] 342 280,352 336 305,159 386 358,452 
Other... ooo -.| 185 181,356 139 105,057 135 104,792 


Total -| 527 | 411,708 | 475 | 410,216 | 521 | 463,244 
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It appears that in 1895 British vessels were responsible for 
11°62 per cent. of the entire sailing, and 72°65 per cent. of the 
entire steam tonnage cleared. In 1896 78°58 per cent. of the 
entire steam tonnage was British, and the proportion rose in 
1897 to 79°2 per cent. 

Norway and Sweden rank second, and Germany (some way 
off) third in the shipping trade of the port. 

~The foreign trade of Bangkok is entered in the returns as 
being principally with Hong Kong, Singapore, and Bombay, 
but this, especially in the case of Singapore, is largely a transit 
trade. In 1896, out of a total value of 2,104,482/. for goods 
imported into Bangkok, Europe is represented by a blank and 
Singapore figures for 886,726/., or 42°1 per cent., and in 1897 
the imports from Europe are given as valued at only 281,4121/., 
while those from Singapore are set down at 1,179,191/., or 47°4 
per cent. of the whole. | 

The following table gives the total values of all articles ex- 
ported from and imported into Bangkok in the years 1895, 
1896, and 1897 :— 


Exports. Imports. 


1895. 1896. 1897. 1895. 1896. 1897. 


£ £ £ £ | £ £ 
Hong Hong ...| 1,157,254 | 1,392,438 | 971,646 | 498,702 | 544,056 | 593,733 
Singapore ...| 924,778 | 1,039,984 | 1,218,551 | 932,509 | 886,726 |1,179,191 


Bombay ...| 94,949 | 61,882 44,400 | 233,696 | 223,276 | 146,935 
Europe 83,540 | 120,982 | 295,197 281,412 
Coast ... ...| 163,781 | 186,043 | 144,640] 21,521 23.012 | 27,402 
China... ...| - 9,364 6,867 4,427 | 83,606 | 84,708 | 106,383 
Saigon... ...| 73,763 | 21,650 16,171 76,989 


Other places 241,801 | 206,145 | 508,204 | 309,671 | 342,654. | 73,759 


Total “4 2,699,230 | 3,036,291 | 3,203,236 | 2,069,705 | 2,104,482 2,485,808 


The staple articles of Siamese export are rice and teak. In 
the total value of 3,036,291/. in 1896, rice figures for 2,121,145/., 
or nearly 70 per cent., while for the same year the exports of 
teak were valued at 264,805/., or 87 per cent. of the whole. In 
1897 the value of the exports of rice was 2,342,619/., or over 
73 per cent. of the total, and the value of teak exported was 
284,012/., or about 9°0 per cent. 

The United States Minister and Consul-General at Bangkok 
reports that trade is well organised there. Banking facili- 
ties are excellent, and it is as easy to negotiate drafts or bills 
of exchange on any important city of the world as in London 
or New York. There are two large banks—the Hong Kong and 
Shanghai Banking Corporation and the Chartered Bank of 
India, Australia, and China—who are always willing to supply 
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information to merchants, and to assist business transactions. 
The wholesale import and export trade is in the hands of a few 
large European and Chinese houses, but there are a, score or 
more of lesser firms that do a considerable import trade and in 
turn sell to thousands of Chinese and native retail traders. The 
large houses are strongly capitalised, well conducted, and always 
ready to deal with exporters if the latter give them sufficient 
inducement. Bangkok is a commercial capital, the centre of 
distribution to, and the market of, at least 5,000,000 people. 
No merchant need think for a moment that he is entering an 
uncultivated or doubtful field of trade. He will find facilities 
equal to those of Yokohama, Shanghai, Hong Kong, and Singa- 
pore. 

Customs tariffs and port regulations present no obstacles to 
the development of trade. The average import duty, fixed by. 
treaty, is only 3 per cent. ad valorem, except on wines and 
liquors, for which it averages 5 per cent. and can not exceed 
10 per cent. Export duties are specific, but not heavy. The 
Custom House service is good, and there is little delay in the 
examination and delivery of goods. Port charges and light dues 
are not excessive and do not hamper shipping, and pilotage 
rates are also reasonable. 

All goods coming to Bangkok should be prepared and packed 
with reference to its damp tropical climate. Preparation that 
would suit cooler and drier lands will prove entirely unsatis- 
factory in Siam, and the use of hermetically-sealed tin casing 
inside boxes and packages is strongly recommended for all 
goods that may be affected by dampness or heat. 

The French Vice-Consul at Khorat, in his report for the 
financial vear ending 3lst March, 1896, stated that the total 
value of the trade at that place was 264,000/. in 1895-96, as 
against 148,000/. in 1894-95. 


Khorat lies between Bangkok and French Indo-China, and, 
in the report referred to above, the French Vice-Consul remarked 
that the products of Upper Laos are brought in large quantities 
by caravan to Khorat, and thence conveyed to Bangkok, instead 
of following their natural course down the Mekong, and wid the 
ports of Annam, Cochin China, and Cambodia. There is no 
British official representative at Khorat. 

One of the most important trading centres of Siam is Chieng- 
mai (known also as Zimme or Muangmai), in the north. Small 
vessels can ascend the Menam-Meping rivers as far as Chieng- 
mai, but river steamers get no higher than Paknampho, a port 
at the confluence of the two streams. 


The greater part of the trade ef that place is carried on with 
Bangkok, but some of it is with Moulmein, the Burmese port 
at the mouth of the River Salwein, whence it is conveyed by 
caravan to Raheng, on the Meping, and thence to Chiengmai, 
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to be distributed afterwards throughout the Northern Shan 
States and Upper Laos, as far east as Luang Phrabang, on the 
left bank of the Mekong, in French territory, and as far north 
as Yunnan-Fu and other places within the Chinese boundary. 
British consular reports estimate the value of the imports of the 
principal articles into Chiengmai from Moulmein in 1897 at 
85,048/., as compared with 43,761/. in 1896, and 26,894/. in 
1895, and the value of the exports to Moulmein from Chiengmai 
including silver specie in both cases) was 50,327/. in 1897, as 
against 24,304/. in 1896 and 18,999/. in 1895. The route from 
Chiengmai to Moulmein is either vid Muang-Htern, Raheng 
and Myawadi, or 774 Muang Hawt to Papun in British Burmah, 
and thence down the River Salwein. In any case, it is stated 
that the return journey from Chiengmai to Moulmein and back 
takes but 40 days, inclusive of a 10 days’ stay for purchases at 
Moulmein and Rangoon—whereas, the return journey from 
Chiengmai to Bangkok and back occupies 70 days (including 
10 days at Bangkok), in the high water and four to five months 
in the dry season. By the Moulmein route, moreover, goods 
escape the 3 per cent. import duty levied at Bangkok, and 
being of a better class than those from Bangkok realise larger 
profits. It must be remembered, also, that imports to Moul- 
mein by sea require no transhipment en route as do the Bangkok 
imports. On the other hand, the cost of transport overland is 
five times greater than by the river route, and the cheaper and 
more bulky Bangkok stocks find a readier market than the more 
expensive Moulmein articles. So that in point of profits neither 
route can be said to have the advantage. It may fairly be 
taken for granted, therefore, that given greater facilities for 
exporting from Moulmein the cheap and bulky goods, that port 
would hold a distinct advantage over Bangkok. The present 
disadvantages may be attributed entirely to the badness of the 
communications with Moulmein. 

H.M. Consul is of opinion that there is little doubt, how- 
ever, that if ever a railway connected Raheng with Moul- 
mein the latter port would provide almost every 
article of import to the whole region eastward and 
northward of and including Raheng, to the entire exclusion of 
the Bangkok trade. In estimating the expense of such a rail- 
way line, which would be heavy owing to the numerous valleys 
and streams running north and south at right angles to the 
line of route, the benefits to be reaped by carrying to and from 
a fairly populous country a trade which, under present difficult 
conditions, amounts to nearly 1,000,000/. per annum, and would 
be largely increased by railway facilities, should not be for- 
gotten. 

The trade that would be absorbed by a Raheng-Moulmein 
railway is now approximately as follows :— 
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Value 
Exports from Chiengmai to Bangkok (excluding teak) ... ae 50,000 
Imports to Chiengmai from Bangkok .. one 160,000 
Exports from Chiengmai to Moulmein ‘direct (excluding teal) eee 51,000 
Imports to Chiengmai from Moulmein direct * ona 85,000 
Exports from Raheng to Moulmein direct... ous see ove 70,000 
Imports to Raheng from Moulmein direct 60,000 
Exports from aiken, Phré, Nan, Sawankalok, and Sukotai to 
Bangkok (excluding teak)... 80,000 
Imports to Lakhon, Phré, Nan, Sawankalok, and Sukota from 
Imports to Chiengmai from China and adjoining regions ove eee 25,000 


Some 10 or 11 caravans from Yunnan passed through h Chieng- 


mai during the year 1896. The chief imports from the Chinese 
provinces are :—Opium, silk, and quilts and coats of the fur of 
the ‘“chomat,” a small animal of the weasel tribe. Owing 
partly to the enhanced value of the rupee in Chiengmai as com- 
pared with Moulmein, the caravan business has not been pro- 
fitable; and several caravans formerly trading with Chiengmai 
went down by way of Luang Phrabang to Nong Khai and 
Khorat to purchase forest produce, especially deerhorns, which, 
converted into medicine, fetch good prices in Yunnan. 

Some 650 mules came down with the Haws for trading pur- 
poses during the cold season of 1897. These Mohammedan- 
Yunnanese traders pass through Chiengmai annually from 
November to February on their way to and from Moulmein. 
They bring down in their packs Shan hats, silk thread, silk 
cloth, lead, beeswax, and opium, and return with jaconets, 
prints, sarongs, muslins, Turkey red yarn, felt rugs and 
blankets, axes, elephant locks, a | hobbles, &c. 

With regard to the import trade into Chiengmai by routes 
other than that of Moulmein, the following figures, based upon 
inquiries made amongst the principal importers, give an 
approximate idea of the total import trade; but it must be 
remembered that of the total imported by caravans from Moul- 
mein, a considerable portion is taken on for sale in places 
further north :— 


Imports into Chiengmai from Value. 
& 

Bangkok 
country (east of the Mekong) exe 1,125 
Total .. & 181,824 


| 
| 
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The British Consul at Chiengmai stated that the year 1896 
was one of general prosperity for the Laos States of Northern 
Siam. The measure of this prosperity in comparison with 
past years it is impossible to gauge, owing to the total absence 
of Siamese official statistics. 

There would, however, appear to have been an appreciable 
increase in both exports and imports, in spite of the want of 
proper communications. The Chiengmai-Moulmein trade, ex- 
elusive of Salwein teak, is, however, owing to the want just 
mentioned, an insignificant fraction of the steadily increasing 
trade between Chiengmai and Bangkok by the river route. The 
Consul adds: “It is a matter of regret that no attempt is made 
to ascertain even approximately the bulk of the trade, not only 
of Chiengmai, but of all the northern provinces of Lampun, 
Lakhon, Phre, Nan, and Raheng with Bangkok, by the estab- 
lishment of trade registration stations, say, at Muang Hawt, 
Reheng, and Paknampho, and at Chienghai with regard to the 
Panthay caravan trade, and that with Kengtung and the Sip- 
songpanna country east of the Mekong.” 

With regard to the question of railways in Siam, the only 
lines at present in existence are the short line from Bangkok 
to Paknam at the mouth of the river, only 13 miles in length, 
owned by a Danish company, and the line northward to Ayuthia 
which it is proposed to extend to Khorat. 

The Siamese State Railway Department, the head of the staff 
of which is a German, is proceeding with the construction of 
this line. The work has now reached the most difficult and un- 
healthy portion of the line—the extensive belt of dense forest 
and rocky country which separates the Menam Valley from the 
Khorat plain—and it is reported that there is considerable 
mortality amongst the Chinese coolies employed there. During 
1897 and up to the end of June, 1898, 1,000,000 cubic metres of 
— and 50,000 cubic metres of rockwork had been com- 
pleted. 

Culverts and bridges have been completed up to 150 kiloms. 
(94 miles) from Bangkok, and they are now being constructed 
beyond to Khorat. 

The permanent way has been laid down for the same distance. 

But the most important of all the railways hitherto proposed 
is the extension of the Bangkok-Ayuthia line, northwards in a 
direct line to Chiengmai. The construction of this line of over 
310 miles in length would not present any serious difficulty as 
far as Paknampho at the confluence of the Meping and Menam, 
though afterwards it would not be such an easy nor, in the 
opinion of the French Consul, such a profitable affair. 

It would appear from the reports of European representatives 
in Siam, that the construction and extension of the railway 
system on the lines indicated are of the utmost urgency for the 
development of the import trade. With regard to the staple 
exports, teak and paddy, these will continue in all probability 
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to follow the course of the roadways for some time to come; but 
the successful introduction of goods of European manufacture 
in any large quantities will depend upon the extension of facili- 
ties for their conveyance from Bangkok and Moulmein to the 
chief distributing centres of the interior. 

Hitherto, the British trader has been predominant amongst 
Kuropeans in the markets of Siam, and British ships have been 
in the majority at Bangkok. This predominance should not be 
difficult to maintain against foreign rivals. It is emphasised 
in an official report of the Belgian Consul published in 1897. 
He says: “Above all, there is one essential condition which 
should be impressed on all who have, or wish to have, dealings 
with Siam, viz., the absolute necessity of knowing the English 
language. English is the language spoken at Bangkok in all 
commercial and social relations; those who cannot speak and 
write English fluently should not go to Siam.” 


| 
| 
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IV.—THE TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF FRENCH 
INDO-CHINA. 


(With Map.) 


French Indo-China, since treaties have been concluded with 
Siam in 1893 and with China in 1895, has an area rather 
larger than France, and a population varying between 18 and 
20 millions of souls. It is made up of five States—viz., Tonkin, 
Annam, Cochin China, Cambodia (all bordering on the China 
Sea), and Laos, a large and somewhat whaned portion of the 
Shan States, between Siam, British Burmah, and China 
proper. The trade statistics of Indo-China are far from com- 
plete. The “Annuaire,” published by the French Govern- 
ment, gives only the figures of the trade with the mother 
country, which is not one-half of the total. The French colonial 
statistics afford no information later than the year 1895. The 
information in the following pages is taken from the “ Revue 
Coloniale,” the supplement to the “ Moniteur Officiel du Com- 
merce,” and from a series of articles published last year by 
M. Pierre Leroy-Beaulieu in the “ Economiste Frangais.” 

The following tables show the values of (A) the imports into 
and (B) the exports from the various parts of Indo-China—z.e., 
the colonies of Cambodia and Cochin-China and the protec- 
torates of Tonkin and Annam, for the years 1895 and 1896 :— 


A.—Imports (exclusive of bullion and specie.) 


Into 1895. 1896. 
£ 
Cochin-China and Cambodia— 
From France and French colonies... ane 697,000 — 
From other countries 1,636,000 
Total Cochin-Chinaand Cambodia ... 2,333,000 _ 
Annam— 
From France and French colonies... cee 13,000 10,000 
From other countries 127,000 144,000 
Total Annam ... 140,000 154,000 
Tonkin— 
From France and French colonies... ae 423,000 441,000 
From other countries 664,000 567,000 
Total Tonkin ... 1,087,000 1,008,000 
Total Indo-China = 3,560,000 


The total value of the imports into Cochin China and Cam- 
op eg the first six months only of 1898 amounted to 
$,000/. 


| 
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B.—Exports (exclusive of bullion and specie.) 


From, 1895. 1896. 
£ 
Cochin-China and Cambodia— 
To France and French colonies eee aa 474,000 aed 
To other countries ose ove eee 2,936,000 
TotalCochin-China and Cambodia 8,410,000 _ 
Annam *— 
To France and French colonies ase aa 6,000 4,000 
To other countries 77,000 92,000 
Tonkin * +— 
To France and French colonies ee “ 30,000 54,000 
To other countries 329,000 248,000 
Total Tonkin ... ads 359,000 302,000 
Total Indo-China eee abe... 8,852,000 


The value of the exports from Cochin China and Cambodia 
for the first six months of 1898, according to a statement in the 
“Revue Coloniale,”’ amounted to 2,887,000/., or not far short of 
the value for the whole of the year 18965. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu observes that of the five divisions of 
Indo-China, Tonkin and Cochin China, or, at least, their 
lower provinces, have a distinct value on account of 
their agricultural resources, though the Tonkinese delta is over- 
populated. Annam, according to the native metaphor, is “a 
stick between two bags of rice,” the bags being represented 
by Cochin China and Tonkin (see map), and the stick by a 
mountain chain about 1,000 kilometres in length, leaving only 
a narrow belt of territory between it and the sea, a rather re- 
stricted zone, where from four to five millions of inhabitants 
are engaged in the rice fields, and, in the vicinity of Tourane 
especially, in the cultivation of the sugar cane. The lower 
slopes of the mountains, at present uncultivated, should prove 
valuable for the growth of tea and coffee, and experiments 
in this direction have not been unsuccessful when per- 
severed with. Further on, beyond the frontier and the regions 
inhabited by the Annamites, are the Laotian tribes, much 
lower down in the scale of civilisation and material well-being. 
As far as the banks of the Mekong, Laos, upper and lower, is 
found to be a country very uneven and wooded with a certain 
amount of thinly-populated pasture land. Lower down the 


* Exclusive of re-exports, and coasting trade with other Indo-Chinese ports. 
+ Exclusive of the transit trade between Hong-Kong and Yunnan via Tonkin, 
for which see p. 279, 
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Mekong lies Cambodia, a flatter region, sparsely inhabited by 
a distinct race, who have come much more under Indian than 
Chinese influences, and have had their past epochs of splen- 
dour as testified by the magnificent remains at Angkor, but 
who are a decadent people and much less suited for labour 
purposes than the Annamites of Cochin China and Tonkin. 
Cambodia embraces many fertile districts, but here again, 
though in a less degree than in Laos, labour is insufficient. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu is of opinion that too much importance 
has been attached to experiments as to the navigability of the 
Mekong. This river, which has been represented as the great 
commercial artery of Indo-China, is cut up in several parts by 
series of rapids—such as the Khéne rapids, the Kemmarat 
rapids, and others between the latter place and the Chinese 
frontier. There are thus three navigable stretches of the river, 
of which, however, the second and third are not always 
navigable at all seasons. 

Some naval officers have, indeed, succeeded in steering 
steamers of shallow draught past the greater number of these 
rapids—a proof of skill in navigation, but useless from a com- 
mercial point of view. The fact remains that the Mekong forms 
an admirable trade route for the districts bordering the banks 
of its first reach (so to speak)—7.e., from Khéne to the sea; it 
is only a passable route for the reaches above Khdne, in spite 
of a short railway recently constructed to avoid certain of the 
rapids, and for the districts above the upper rapids it is com- 
mercially useless. In some time to come the principal export 
of Laos will be timber, especially teak; but to make this trade 
pay means would have to be found to float the logs, in addition 
to the training of elephants, as is already done in Siam and 
British Burmah. 

Cochin China.—This is the most prosperous of all French 
colonies: its budget of 28 million frances (about 1,120,000/.) is 
a considerable one for a country of only 2,700,000 inhabitants. 
It is sufficient to pay all the expenses of government, to main- 
tain a regiment of native rifles, to repay the mother country 
the cost of conquest, and to share also in the expenses of the 
new Laotian colony. 

Indo-China, as a whole is the great exporting region of rice, 
the three principal markets being points on the fertile deltas 
of the Mekong, Menam, and Irrawaddy—.e., Saigon in Cochin 
China, Bangkok in Siam, and Rangoon in Lower Burmah. 

The quantity of rice annually exported from Cochin China 
amounts to about 700,000 tons, the greater part of which goes 
to Japan, but some also to Europe, and the export duty levied 
on rice is one of the chief sources of revenue. Cochin China 
holds this advantage over Tonkin, that it is not so over- 
populated, but contains a population numerous enough to 
cultivate its fields, though not so dense as to monopolise all its 
produce. Much land, moreover, is still uncultivated, and the 
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rice trade, which has already largely increased, has doubtless a- 


good future before it. The great trade centre and the principal 
rice-hulling factories are situated at Cholon, a town almost 
entirely Chinese, about five kilometres from Saigon. Cholon is 
connected with Saigon by a waterway always crowded with 
barques and sampans, and by two steam tramways. It is also 


a station on the Saigon-Mytho Railway, the only line in Cochin: 


China, about 70 kilometres in length, the receipts of which 
amounted to 11,440/. in 1896, against an expenditure of 10,680/. 
--a profit the insignificance of which may be accounted for by the 
competition of transport by water on branches of the Mekong and 


on the various canals connecting Saigon with that river. Rice is: 


the staple article of export from Saigon, though other articles of 
tropical’ growth have been cultivated, that of pepper with 
especially good results. The greater part of Cochin-Chinese 
trade is, however, not with France, but with other countries, 
the protective duties, established some ten years ago, having 
proved more hurtful to the colony than beneficial to the mother 
country. 

Tonkin.—Haiphong, the principal port of Tonkin, is 500 
marine miles from Hong Kong. ‘Two shipping lines, one 
French the other German, connect these two: ports—serving 
en route the port of Hoihow, on the island of Hainan, and 
sometimes also Pakhoi, a Chinese treaty port at the northern 
extremity of the gulf of Tonkin. The carriage of Tonkin rice 


to Hong Kong, when the crop is large enough for exportation, 


and of pigs, which are shipped in large numbers at Hoihow, 
and, on the other hand, the importation of various EKuropean 


articles, and especially of petroleum from America, are the 


principal features of this trade. 

The entrance to the Song Koi or Red River, at the mouth of 
which Haiphong is situated, is obstructed by a bar which vessels 
of any importance as regards tonnage can only pass at high tide 
—i.e., once a day. Haiphong itself is not so easy of access as 
could be desired, and many have regretted that this point should 
have been chosen as the site of the principal port, instead of one 
of the good anchorages to be found some miles to the north- 
east; but it would probably be difficult to make any change 
now in consideration of the important works undertaken at 
Haiphong, and the interests which are at stake there. 

Hanoi, the capital of Tonkin, is reached by a nightly service 
of boats from Haiphong, traversing the Bamboo Canal, the 


worst part of the winding waterway connecting the port with 


the capital, abounding in shallows, and the improvement of 
which appears to have been much neglected. The other prin- 
cipal towns of the colony are Nam Dinh on the chief branch 
of the Red River delta, Bac Ninh, Phu-lang-Thuong, Son-tay, 
Langson, on the borders of the Chinese province of Kwang Si, 
and Laokai on the borders of Yunnan. 

Tonkin is, then, made up of two essentially different regions 


| 
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—1i.e., the delta, thoroughly cultivated and well populated, form- 
ing a fifth or sixth part of the total area, and containing three- 
fourths or four-fifths of the nine millions of people of the 
whole of Tonkin, and a still greater proportion of the wealth 
of the country; and the uneven and more extensive districts, 
less populated and less susceptible of ever becoming rich, 
except in the possible discovery of mineral wealth. The upper 
valleys of the Red River above Hong-Hoa, of the tributaries 
which flow from China and of the Song Bo or Black River from 
the highlands of Laos, are sparsely inhabited, and a distinction 
— marked between the poor and rich zones of the Tonkinese 
colony. 

In an another article, M. Leroy-Beaulieu speaks of the 
illusions which have been entertained with regard to Chinese 
transit trade vid Tonkin. 

The outlets for Chinese trade vid Tonkin may take either of 
two directions—viz., from the south-eastern Chinese province of 
Kwangsi vid Langson and Lungchow, or from the south-western 
— province of Yunnan vd the upper reaches of the Red 

iver. 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu calls attention to the fact that the Chinese 
provinces which border on Tonkin—viz., Yunnan, Kwangsi, and 
part of Kwangtung, are the poorest of the whole empire, very 
mountainous, habited for a great part by very primitive 
aboriginal tribes, and devastated and depopulated in addition by 
the Mohammedan risings of the middle part of the century. 
According to statistics based on the best available information, 
Kwangsi has 5,151,000 inhabitants, or 26 to the square kilo- 
metre ; and Yunnan 11,721,000, or 43 to the square kilometre ; 
while the whole Chinese Empire has a density of population of 
about 120 inhabitants to the square kilometre. The markets 
to be reached would therefore appear to be poor and below the 
average; and there should also be taken into consideration the 
‘ competition, as regards Kwangsi at any rate, brought about by 
the easy route of the West River which empties itself into the 
sea near Hong Kong, and which last year was opened to trade. 
Nanning Fu, farther up stream, has also been recently added 
to the list of Treaty Ports, and already the junks of Canton 
ascend to Lungchow, the proposed terminus of the French rail- 
way line from Langson (see “Board of Trade Journal” for 
November, 1897, pp. 549, et seq.). 

So far as regards Kwangsi. With respect to Yunnan, M. 
Leroy-Beaulieu does not consider the prospects to be any more 
brilliant. What is sometimes called “the splendid navigable 
waterway of the Red River” is far from being as good even as 
that of the Mekong, having in parts not more than half-a-metre 
of water for the greater part of the year. Even supposing the 
river were practicable for navigation, in order to tap the whole 
of the Yunnan trade, difficult and costly railway lines would 
have to be constructed. : 

M. Leroy-Beaulieu continues as follows :—‘“As for extending 
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these future railways to the Yangtze and diverting the trade of 
the vast and wealthy province of Ssu-ch’uan in our direction— 
the idea is a purely visionary one: enormous mountain ranges 
would have to be traversed, and besides there remains the pro- 
ject of a railway connecting the centre of Ssu-ch’uan with the 
middle and lower reaches of the magnificent Yangtze water- 
way which would be much less costly. 

“Again, by the system of transit passes one may avoid the 
exactions of the Chinese internal dues. But how is the trader 
to escape from the French Customs system, which is for ever 
examining merchandise, opening packages and not closing 
them again properly, and spoiling the goods under the pre- 
tence of guarding against smuggling? This system of itself 
is enough to make all traders shun the Tonkin route. 

“Tt is curious to note how in France, as soon as we have 
acquired a new colony we think no more of its own resources, 
but dwell instead on the wealth of the surrounding country to 
which it may afford us access. Then when we become pos- 
sessed of that, we forget the good points previously insisted 
upon, and desire that which is further away still, thus ever 
leaving the substance for the shadow. Tonkin, Cochin China, 
and the Annam littoral offer us their wealth near at hand. We 
can easily exploit it at a moderate cost if we are practical and 
do not attempt too much.” 

With regard to the transit trade into Yunnan wid Haiphong, 
the following table shows the value of the trade in the years 
1894—1896 between Hong Kong and Yunnan and vice versd, 
and was not included in the values given in the tables on 
p. 274-275 of this article :— 


Trade vid Tonkin. | 1894, | 1895. | 1896. 
£ £ £ 
Hong Kong to Yunnan 154,000 231,000 234,000 
Yunnan to Hong Kong 113,000 113,000 144,000 


Annam.—A recent report by M. Doumer, Governor-General 
of Indo-China, quoted by the “Politique Coloniale,” states 
that a difficulty in the development of Annam is the lack of 
transport facilities by river or canal. In Annam the rivers 
are unnavigable and torrential, and bring down from the 
mountains a quantity of earth which prevents their estuaries 
being turned into ports. Several attempts at cultivation have, 
however, succeeded in this protectorate. Tobacco, transplanted 
from Sumatra, and gutta-percha, both do well, and tea and 
coffee will probably also be one day a source of wealth. At 
present, however, Annam exports hardly anything but sugar 
cane—or rather, sugar prepared from the cane by a native 
process, which is sent to refineries at Hong Kong. This in- 
dustry may probably see an important development when 
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sugar refineries shall have been established on the spot and a 
market found for the product in the southern provinces of 
China and Japan. Annamese cotton, short in staple, is less 
good in quality than that grown in Cambodia, but owing to 
the density of population in the province of Than-Hoa, the 
quantity produced is likely to be considerably increased. The 
silk industry of Annam dates from hundreds of years back, the 
soil being especially favourable to the growth of the mulberry 
tree. Other products of the protectorate, besides rice, which 
is grown.all over Indo-China, are tobacco, pepper, earth nuts, 
timber of various kinds, copper and coal. The breeding of 
horses, buffaloes, and other cattle is carried on in various dis- 
tricts. There are also traces of gold and other valuable 
minerals. 

Railways.—The following are the projected lines under a 
scheme recently before the French Government for the loan of 
8,000,000/. for railways :— 

1. Line from Haiphong to Lao-kai (400 kilometres), having 
for object on the one part to connect Hanoi to the principal 
port in Tong-King, and on the other to facilitate the access of 
French commerce to Yunnan. This line would be rendered 
complete on the Chinese territory by the railway from Lao-kai 
to Yunnan-fu, conceded to France by the Chinese Govern- 
ment, and which would be granted to a French company. 

2. The line from Hanoi to Vinh by Nin Binh and Than- 
Hoa. It is the northern head of the great line which is to 
connect Tong-King and Cochin China. It traverses a region 
that possesses a dense and rich population, and should prove 
remunerative almost at its opening; its length is 320 kilo- 
metres. 

3. The line from Tourane to Hué and Kwang-Tri. This 
railway, 190 kilometres in length, has for object to join the 
capital of Annam to Tourane its natural port, and on the other 
side the lengthening by 70 kilometres from Hué to Kwang 
Tri would facilitate the exchange which must take place be- 
tween the middle valley of the Mekong, by the valley of the Se 
Bang Hieng. 

4. The line from Saigon io Khan-Hoa and beyond. It 
is the southern head of the great road north-south, which is 
to be 500 kilometres long. 

5. Mytho to Cantho. 

When the scheme came before Parliament the guarantee was 
shifted from the Metropolitan to the Colonial Government, 
and in this form passed both the Chamber of Deputies and the 
Senate. The total length of line is 1,600 kilometres, and the 
money authorised means about 5,000/. per kilometre. 
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V.—THE FUTURE OF THE PHILIPPINES. 
(From an American Point of View.) 


An interesting paper on the future of the “ Philippines” 
has recently been read at Tokio by Mr. Barrett, the ex-Minister 
of the United States at Bangkok. The following is a summary 
of some of its principal points :— 

The Philippines hold the same relative importance on the 
map of South Eastern Asia as Japan on the North. Whether 
they will ever occupy a position of like political importance, 
_ the future alone can tell. As Japan commands the approaches 
to Northern Asia, so do the Philippines connect the southern 
approaches. Hong Kong, Saigon, Bangkok, Singapore, and 
Batavia are all, as it were, within hailing distance of Manila. 
Hong Kong is only 630 miles and two days’ steaming distance 
to the north-west. Singapore is 1,285 miles and 4 days to the 
south-west. 

The great stream of ocean commerce that pours through the 
Suez Canal and the Straits of Malacca on its way to and from 
the Far Kast and Europe passes by the front door of the 
Philippines, and will in the near future make Manila an 
important port of call, not unlike Yokohama on the marine 
highway that leads, on the other hand, to and from America. 
From Manila to Port Darwin, in Northern Australia, is only 
1,690 miles, and steamers on the Australian route from the 
ports of China and Japan will soon find it to their advantage 
to stop en route at Manila. 

Lying between 5° and 21° north latitude, they reach right 
away to the north for a distance of 1,000 miles, or as far as 
from Nagasaki to Hakodate. From west to east they extend in 
longitude from 1229 to 134°, or approximately 700 miles. 
Reliable estimates place the number of islands, large and small, 
in this wonderful archipelago at 1,500, but of these only about 
25 figure conspicuously in the map or are usually visited in 
travel or commercial intercourse. 

The total area is not definitely known. The Spanish Govern- 
ment never made an accurate survey or, if it did, never pub- 
lished to the world a statement of area which could be accepted 
without question. Estimates vary from 50,000 to 150,000, but 
after comparing the figures of the best authorities, the probable 
extent of the entire archipelago is approximately 115,000 square 
miles. 

The principal island, Luzon, is itseif 520 miles long and 
nearly 150 miles wide, in the northern and greater portion. 
The southern part is long and very narrow. The section from 
Manila Bay north to Cape Engano has a length of 260 miles, 
and an average width of 125 miles, which equals an area of 
32,500 square miles. It is a conservative estimate to place 
the area of all Luzon at 50,000 square miles. 


| 
| 


282 THE FUTURE OF THE PHILIPPINES. [Mar. 1899, 


Mindanao, the second largest island and the farthest to the 
south, covers at least 30,000 square miles. If these two com- 
prise 80,000 the entire group must easily reach 115,000. 

Mr. Barrett gave his opinion on the Philippines as follows :— 

“Nature has certainly been prodigal in her provision for 
this archipelago. Speaking from my own observations and 
travels, not only in the chief cities and along the winding 
coast line of the group, but in the interior, and comparing 
what I have seen there with what it has been my experience 
to observe in extended travels in other parts of the world, I 
am prepared to state and prove, if questioned, that a richer 
isolated land, or group of islands, viewed comparatively as to 
area and population, and variety of undeveloped agricultural, 
mineral, and forest resources, cannot be found on this globe. 

“But it is not only I that say this. Every authority that I 
have consulted affirms this opinion or adds to its emphasis. 
There are not only gold and silver, but iron and coal; not only 
vast forests of ship and house-building woods, but rarest quali- 
ties for furnishing, finishing, and ornamenting; not only great 
areas given up to the cultivation of sugar, hemp, tobacco, rice, 
cocoanut, spices, and coffee, but wide reaches of virgin soil 
untouched and waiting the hand of the pioneer, supported by 
an honest Government. 

“There are one or two railways, but there should be a score. 
There are a few lines of communication with the numberless 
islands, large and small, but there should be systems of 
launches and steamers by which everyone of these garden 
spots could be reached and developed. When I first visited the 
Philippines I was so impressed with the prodigality of nature 
that I made a list of resources that came under my observation. 

“Of woods there are cedar, sapan-wood, iron-wood, bamboo, 
ebony, log-wood, palma brava, gum, and a wonderful variety 
of ordinary hard and soft woods. Cultivated or growing wild 
are to be found hemp, sugar cane, tobacco, rice, coffee, bananas, 
ginger, vanilla, cassia, pepper, indigo, pine-apples, cocoa, 
wheat, maize, ramie, cotton, as well as tamarind, mangoes, 
oranges, guavas, limes, citrons, custard apples, and all 
kinds of garden products. Of minerals, aside from gold 
and silver, iron and coal, already mentioned, there are 
copper, quicksilver, tin, antimony, saltpetre, and sulphur. From 
the sea come coral, tortoise-shell, amber, and pearls. Beds of 
marble and deposits of gypsum are being worked te a small 
degree. Among the more useful animals are hardy ponies, 
indispensable water buffaloes, swine, cattle, goats, and a few 
sheep, with a long list of wild fauna as varied as the flora, 
which are indeed marvellous in both beauty and utility. Deer, 
wild boar, wild duck, pheasants, snipe, pigeons, woodcock, 
afford sport all the year round.” 

The bulk of the exports from the Philippines is made up of 
hemp, tobacco, sugar, copra, sapan-wood, gum-mastic, indigo, 


Mar. 1899.] FOREIGN LOANS FOR CHINA. 283 


and mother-of-pearl, with a long list of lesser articles. The 
greater portion of the imports are manufactured products like 
cotton piece-goods, yarns of all kinds, forged and cast iron, 
machinery, hardware, galvanised iron, cutlery, earthenware, 
glassware, as well as wines and liquors, canned goods, flour, 
and kerosene oil. 

The entire population of the archipelago may be estimated at 
8,000,000, of whom 5,000,000 reside in Luzon. In appearance, 
characteristics, and language they are not unlike the Malays and 
Siamese. While they have many of the indolent tendencies 
of all tropical peoples, they are more industrious than the 
majority of races living in the same latitude. Under guidance 
of good government and just laws they should be capable of 
making the islands as rich and attractive as Java or Burmah. 

Although divided into tribes who speak different dialects, 
they resemble each other in the main points of physique and 
habits. The controlling branch are the Togalos, who are the 
prevailing people of Luzon. Next to them are the Visayas, 
the principal tribe of the southern islands. The leading islands 
in resources and business after Luzon and Mindanao are Panay, 
Cebu, Negros, Mindoro, Bohol, Leyte, Palawan, and Sulu. 


VI—FOREIGN LOANS FOR MINES OR RAILWAYS 
IN CHINA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a communication addressed by the Tsung-li 
Yamen to H.M. Minister at Pekin, in which it is stated that 
no foreign loans for mines or railways in China will be sanc- 
tioned by the Chinese Government which have not previously 
been authorised by the General Board for Mines and Railways. 
The principle is similar to that communicated by the Chinese 
Government on 4th December, 1891, with regard to foreign 
loans contracted by the provincial authorities. 
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VIL—THE TRADE OF THIBET. 
(With Map.) 


A complete and accurate account of the trade of Thibet is 
not available owing to the well-known exclusive and obstruc- 
tive character of the inhabitants of the country, and the only 
statistics to hand refer to the trade (1) across the north-west 
frontier of India vzé@ Leh, (2) vid Yatung, a treaty port on the 
border of Sikkim, and (3) vé Ta-chien-lu, Sung-pan, and the 
Chinese province of Ssu-ch’uan generally. In any case, the 
figures are, to a great extent, approximate only, and do not 
represent the entire trade of Thibet with other countries. The 
figures for the trade between India and Thibet, vid Leh, are 
to be found in a report by Captain Trench, assistant to the 
Resident in Kashmir for Leh, and are as follows :— 


Trade between India and Thibet vid Leh. 


| | 
—_— 1896-97. | 1897-98. 
H Rs. Rs. 


The returns for the Thibetan trade, v7é@ Sikkim and the 
treaty port of Yatung, are far more complete. According to 
a report issued by the India Office, the total value of the 
Thibetan trade, as registered at the trade mart of Yatung, has 
increased in value by Rs. 25,409 in the financial year 1897-98. 
The following table shows the value of the imports into British 
territory from Thibet, and the exports from British territory to 
Thibet for the last six years :—- 


* Trade between India and Thibet vid Yatung. 


Years * Imports into Exports from 
British Territory. | British Territory. 
Rs. Rs. 
1892-93 ... ove 8,51,519 2,29,117 
1893-94 ... ose ese ove soe 3,58,799 3,31,603 
1895-96 ... ove 7,07,063 8,61,087 
1896-97 ... ose ose ese 7.90,634 8,88,017 
1897-98 ... = 8,79,720 8,23,340 


The report further says that owing to it having been stated 
that the Thibetan markets are entirely stocked with foreign 
goods, and that there were no English woollen goods whatever 
sold, the Bradford Chamber of Commerce was moved in the 
matter. The Chamber themselves did not send out any samples, 
but they gave publicity to the matter, and a firm sent out 


* Year ended March 31st. + Eleven months only. 
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some 90 samples carefully marked. These contained all kinds 
of woollen goods, such as blankets, shawls, broadcloth, serges, 
presidents, army cloth, meltons, flannels, &c. All the labels 
were carefully translated into Thibetan. These showed breadth 
of cloth, length of piece, and price in English money, ex gow- 
down in Calcutta. 

These were on view for five months, and all the local dealers, 
as well as the Sikkim Kasis and Mondles, were invited to inspect 
them. 

Many of these samples were quite unsuited to the Sikkim 
market or to that of Thibet. The only cloths at all looked at 
were :— 


Broadcloths, especially of the lighter makes. 
Flannels, red, blue, and white. 

Meltons, both fancy and plain. 

Red and green baize. 


The prices marked seemed most moderate when compared 
with the local prices, but it is said that they can be under-sold 
by the foreign article, and none of the Kyahs seemed in the 
very least keen on sending any orders. 

The only orders given appeared to be from local Kazis, and 

these only amounted to some ten pieces. This, however, is a 
beginning, and if the goods are found to wear better than the 
foreign ones, a dead for them may develop. 
_ All the samples of goods such as are sold in Thibet have 
been forwarded to Yatung to be sent on to Lhassa. The articles 
appear to be of a better make than those sold in the bazaars, 
and if once found to wear better and keep their colour, a 
demand ought to arise, and it remains to be seen if the experi- 
ment has done any good to British trade. It will be difficult 
to get the Thibetan traders to deal direct with the Calcutta 
firms. They bring in their goods, chiefly wool, to Kalingpong, 
and do not wish to go any farther for the clothes they buy. 
It is also very much to the interest of the Kyah to sell his 
goods direct to the Thibetans, whom he cheats in ,both weight 
and measure. In time, however, the Thibetan may be brought 
to see that it is to his own interest to deal direct with Calcutta, 
and thus escape the middlemen. Another difficulty will be the 
Calcutta firms themselves, who will be somewhat afraid of 
trusting a Thibetan, and there may be difficulty in cash pay- 
ments in advance for goods ordered. 

From the figures given above it will be seen that the trade vid 
Yatung to Thibet is advancing even under the most adverse 
conditions. It should greatly increase, could a suitable mart 
be obtained in Thibet, such as Phari. Were Phari opened as a 
trading centre, it would attract much of the trade which now 
finds its way into Nipal. Besides at Phari the real dealers could 
be met instead of, as at present, having to deal entirely with the 
middlemen of the Chumbi Valley. 
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There remain the trade routes into Thibet vid the western and 
north-western provinces of China—viz., Ssu-ch’uan and Kansuh. 

Mr. Wm. Woodville Rockhill, ex-Assistant Secretary of 
State and United States Minister ‘to Greece, writing of the 
Thibetan part of the commercial system of Western China, says 
the Thibetan traders of each locality are organised into com- 
panies or guilds which keep agents stationed at Ta-chien-lu 
and other points. These agents, as a rule, make all purchases 
for them, and sell their goods, being the responsible repre- 
sentatives of the merchants who appoint them. 

The caravans sent out by these merchants are frequently of 
great size. They number at times as many as 3,000 pack 
animals, including mules, yaks, and camels, and it is said 
that a day seldom passes in which there do not leave the town 
of Ta-chien-lu alone from one hundred to two hundred yak 
loads of goods to Thibet. 

Wool, musk, rhubarb, and the greater part of the medicines 
form a distinct and interesting branch of West China trade ; 
for this is what the Thibetans and aboriginal tribes of the 
frontier pay for the large quantities of tea, and the small 
quantities of cotton, silk, and native brassware which are 
sent over the frontier, principally at Sung-pan—24 
days’ journey to the north-west of Chung-king and Ta- 
chien-lu, 20 days to the west on the main official and trade 
route to Lhassa. This trade is chiefly in the hands of Moham- 
medan merchants, who have the monopoly of supplying the tea, 
and who make annual expeditions to Thibet extending as far 
north as the Koko-Nor. Numbers of the tribesmen also come 
down to the frontier towns and deal direct with the Chinese 
merchants; but, as a rule, the Mohammedans act as go- 
betweens. The total value of this trade may be estimated at. 
about 3,500,000 taels (430,000/.) on the frontier, of which 
imports from Thibet slightly over-balance the exports to Thibet. 
It should be noted that the imports have increased at least 15 
per cent. in value by the time they reach Chung-king, and that 
these figures by no means represent the total trade between 
China and Thibet, for a considerable quantity of Thibetan 
commodities, especially musk and wool, pass out into North 
China by the province of Kansuh, and of this trade there are 
no statistics available. Tea is by far the most important export 
to Thibet, the figures for Ta-chien-lu and Sung-pan being about 
22,000,000 Ibs. per annum. 

The tea for export into Thibet is brought to these centres from 
neighbouring localities by bearers, who are paid two-tenths 
of an ounce of silver for each pao, weighing from 18 to 23 Ibs. 
For export into Thibet each pao is divided into four separate 
packages, or bricks, at the packing houses owned by the tea- 
shipping firms. Nine of these bricks are securely sewn in 
raw hide, the package being called a case or gam. Two of 
these cases make an ordinary yak-load. The tea bricks are 


4 


Mar. 1899.1 THE TRADE OF THIBET. 287 


the standard of value in most general use in Thibet. A sword 
costs so many bricks, a horse so many cases. The wages of 
workmen and servants are paid in tea. The finest grades of tea 
are never an article of commerce between China and Thibet. 
A few loads, packed in bricks, are occasionally sent as presents 
from the Emperor to the Dalai Lama, or to be used by the 
Chinese officials and some few among the native gentry, but 
into the general course of trade it never enters. The bricks 
of tea used in the Thibetan trade are divided into five grades, 
according to the quality of the leaf and the amount of wood and 
stems contained in the brick. These grades vary from a fair 
quality of brown leaf with no wood or stems, and usually con- 
taining a sprinkling of fine tea at each end of the brick, to a 
quality which is composed almost entirely of wood stems, and 
prunings, and requires a thorough pounding or grinding in a 
mortar before it can be used. 

In return for the tea and other articles sent into Thibet 
through the Mohammedan representative of the Thibetan trade 
guilds, the natives send back a long list of articles, including 
musk, rhubarb, wool, skins of various kinds, precious stones, 
medicines and a coarse grade of unbleached silken fabric. 

The wool exported comes entirely from the Thibetan pastures 
at an elevation of from 9,000 to 12,000 feet, and the trade has 
grown steadily in spite of a great rise in frontier prices. The 
wool on arriving at the frontier has to be brought across country 
on pack animals or by water for a journey of three weeks, 
passing through no less than six “likin” barriers, if it comes 
from Sung-pan, or four if it comes from Ta-chien-lu. A British 
firm in Chung-king has established native agencies on the 
frontier for the purchase of wool, and has erected a wool-wash- 
ing and drying establishment at Chung-king. It is said that 
the average consignments of wool received at this house from 
the two Thibetan trading posts are so dirty that 15 per cent. 
of the total weight has to be washed away. When the great 
difficulties of this trade are thus seen, it can be understood 
that the wool must be of very superior quality, and must be 
bought at a very low price in order to be able to compete in 
foreign markets. In view of the large areas suitable for pas- 
turage, especially in north-eastern Thibet, it is probable that 
this trade is capable of large development. 

Musk, which forms an important part of Thibetan outward 
trade, is a secretion in the navel of a small deer (cervus mos- 
chus). This animal occurs throughout Eastern Thibet, ‘but 
the largest herds are said to roam over the plains near the Koko 
Nor. A great deal of musk passes out to North China. The 
consumption in Ssu-ch’uan is considerable, and there is no 
article more easily smuggled. The musk is brought down 
enclosed in the skin of the navel; a single “pod” rarely 
contains more than one-third of an ounce of musk. — The. supply 
is less than it might be if the Thibetans had sporting rifles, or 
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if the dangers and difficulties of the chase were not such as to 
prevent Chinese. merchants from hunting the deer. (vod 
musk, which is recognised by its rich brown colour and in- 
tensely pungent odour, is bought for ten to twelve times its 
weight in silver on the frontier. In Chung-king it sells for as 
much as eighteen times its weight in silver. The musk that 
goes to Shanghai is adulterated with grains of dyed sand and 
other extraneous matter to the extent, it is said, of 50 per cent. 
A few grains of good musk will perfume a whole room; musk, 
however, is used not only as a perfume, but also as a medicine, 
and it is placed among clothing and furs as a preventive 
against moths. 

It is said that practically all the musk which passes through 
Ta-chien-lu is adulterated by the Thibetans before it reaches’ 
that market by means of blood, liver, &e. The usual test for 
ascertaining the purity of musk is running a thread rubbed 
with garlic through the pod. If no odour of garlic remains 
the perfume is held to be sufficiently pure. 

Another important article of export from Thibet is rhubarb. 
This plant grows abundantly in many parts of the country, and 
the supply is said to be in excess of the demand. Great quan- 
tities are grown on the hills about Ta-chien-lu, but the natives, 
in order to dispose of it rapidly, dry it by artificial heat, and 
thus injure its quality. This drug is, from the point of view 
of the civilised natives, the most useful of the Thibetan medi- 
cines. The best quality grows at an altitude of above 9,000 ft., 
and the roots are brought down in the rough state by the tribes 
or by the Chinese traders in Thibet. The large roots are 
trimmed or chopped into rough square lumps; in the Ta-chien- 
lu district, owing to the dampness of the climate, the roots 
have to be carefully dried, and are perforated to prevent mil- 
dew, which is the great enemy of the Chinese drug merchant. 
On arrival at Chung-king the lumps of rhubarb are again 
trimmed into small, square pieces, and after being dried, are 
packed for Shanghai, where an equal weight is worth five times 
its value on the frontier. 

Mr. Consular-Assistant Silton, in a report on a journey from 
Yachou to Ta-chien-lu (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 
475), describes the latter place as a small town with narrow 
streets and small low wooden houses, containing about 9,000 in- 
habitants, of whom the majority are Thibetans. The strategical 
and commercial importance of the town as being the gate of 
the elevated plateaux of Thibet is well known. The true 
reason why the pushing Chinese peasant has never got west 
of Ta-chien-lu is probably that the country is not suitable for 
any form of agriculture, even for the cultivation of maize. The 
Chinaman is out of his element in a purely pastoral country, 
and has not therefore ousted the Thibetan. Two days’ journey 
to the north or west of Ta-chien-lu brings the traveller to the 
magnificent upland pastures, where the best wool is produced. 
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The Luting Chiao road is the route for all Thibetan exports 
from Ta-chien-lu; from the north gate an important road 
follows the valley of one of the two streams, in the fork of 
which the town is situated. Three stages from Ta-chien-lu the 
north road divides; one route bears north-west into East Thibet, 
Chantui and Dergé; the greater part of the wool comes down, 
this way, and the route is said to present no great difficulties ;. 
the other division of the north road continues due north to 
Hsin Kai Tsu, or in Chinese official language Mung Kung 
T’ing, on the upper waters of the T’ung River, which is there 
known as the Ta Chin River, and forms the boundary between 
the plateaux of Eastern Thibet and the mountains inhabited 
by the Man-tzu tribes. There are Chinese traders settled on 
the Ta Chin River, and there is a large commerce in rhubarb 
and musk, which, however, finds its way out to Kuan Hsien, on 
the Chengtu plain. Ta-chien-lu has no west gate; the great 
official road to Batang and Lhassa leaves the town by the south 
gate; the main road to Chantui and Dergé slips off to the 
north soon after crossing the Che Toh pass (14,500 feet) one 
day out from Ta-chien-lu. Finally, the south road described 
below leaves the Batang route five miles outside Ta-chien-lu. 

With reference to the trade, it appears that by far the greater 
part of the exports come from Litang (10 days) and the States 
of Chantui and Dergé, from 12 to 20 stages to the north-west. 
Merchants have few dealings with Batang, and practically 
none with Lhassa direct. The bulk of the Ta-chien-lu trade is 
certainly greater than the bulk of the Sung-pan trade, with’ 
which one would naturally compare it, but it appears not to be 
on the increase like the Sung-pan commerce; indeed, of late 
years a serious decrease is complained of by the merchants. 
There are very few Mohammedans in Ta-chien-lu, and those 
are but poor, so the trade lacks the stimulus which it receives 
at Sung-pan from wealthy Mohammedans, who send their 
assistants on long expeditions into Thibet. Ta-chien-lu trade 
is in the hands of the Yachou tea merchants and some agents 
of Chung-king and gan firms, none of whom would venture 
to put their noses inside Thibet. In Thibet, especially in 
Chantui and Dergé, there appear, however, to be a good many 
**Lao Shan ’’—.e., Shensi traders, who do business on their 
own account in a small way, especially in collecting musk. 

Of exports, musk is the most valuable, every hong reeking of 
it, and nearly all the Thibetans who come from the far interior 
bring some with them. Adulteration is practised by the 
Thibetans as well as by the Chinese. 

Wool comes next; this has seriously diminished in quantity 
and increased in price during the last few years, which is 
attributed, firstly, to the disturbances in Chantui and Dergé 
where the best wool is produced, and partly to increased 
demand in Thibet for the purposes of weaving. The coarse, 
sack-like “mu-tsz” cloth is worn more or less by all the 
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Chinese coolies on the frontier, while the fine red “p’ulu” of 
Dergé is the clothing of the better class Thibetans. The poorer 
Thibetans, such as yak and pony drivers, dress entirely in un- 
dressed sheepskins, the wool being worn next to the skin. 
About 40,000 piculs of wool finds its way down to Ta-chien-lu 
in the year, and it is stated that about half that quantity of 
woollens is made up in Dergé. The wool export is severely 
hampered by the rise in the price of cash. 

The medicine trade which passes through Ta-chien-lu is 
trifling in comparison to that of Sung-pan. Only inferior 
qualities of rhubarb are produced. To the north, however, and 
to the south near Mo Hsi Mien the best rhubarb in China 
grows; the bulk of it is sent out, to the north by Kuan Hsien 
and the Chengtu plain, and to the south by Fulin and the Chien 
Chang route to Yachou. 

Goatskins are a considerable item of trade; a highly esteemed 

fox fur, known as “sha hu,” finds a ready market. It is a 
very small fox, the skin being particularly glossy and of a 
fine mixed red and grey colour. A skin sells for 80 tael c., 
and it requires about 30 skins to make a jacket. 
- Gold, known in Ta-chien-lu as “ huang huo,” or yellow goods, 
has long been an article of export, and all the large hongs deal 
in it. The gold comes down chiefly in the form of dust; and 
Litang produces the best and Chantui the most gold. For- 
merly 7,000 to 8,000 ozs. used to be sent to China annually in 
' the ordinary way of trade, but this has decreased to about half, 
principally on account of the wars; but a large quantity was 
taken out by the Chinese soldiers in the way of loot, and pro- 
bably a considerable amount is brought out in small parcels 
which do not pass through the hands of the “huang huo” 
merchants. There is now little or no profit to be made on 
gold, at Ta-chien-lu prices being from 30-32, almost the same 
as at Chung-king (32-34), but it is stated that in the interior 
of Thibet gold is still to be had at several points below the 
narket price. 

Ta-chien-lu trade is, of course, hampered by likin. Exports 
pay taxes at Ta-chien-lu, Yachou, Chiating, Sui Fu, Luchon, 
and Chung-king, six times before being shipped down river. 
Of these likins, the Yachou office is a new and more or less 
illegal one, as it is closed when the Literary Chancellor or any 
important extra-provincial official comes along that way. 

Tea covers nearly all the imports to Thibet, and it is said 
that the annual value of the trade is somewhat over 1,000,000 
taels. It has been assumed, somewhat hastily perhaps, that 
if the road were open Assam tea would sweep the Yachou 
trade out of existence. No doubt cheap teas sent by Darjiling 
could undersell the Chinese teas in and near Lhassa, but a 
considerable quantity of the latter go north-west from Ta- 
chien-lu into country too remote to be supplied from India; 
further, a certain quantity of high-class Yachou teas go in 
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through Ta-chien-lu, and the richer Thibetans who have a 
taste for these would probably not take to the Indian article. 
If the trade were aathathle free there seems little doubt that 
there would be plenty of demand for Indian teas without any 
diminution of the Chinese import, at least for Eastern Thibet. 
A small quantity of cottons, chiefly American drills, are dyed 
at Yachou for the Thibetan market, and a considerable value 
in Ssu-ch’uan silk, chiefly scarves or “khata” used for cere- 
monial purposes, is sold in Ta-chien-lu. Neither the tea- 
dealers or any other of the merchants have anything to do 
with their merchandise after it leaves Ta-chien-lu. 

Mr. Litton gives the following figures of the total trade per 
annum as furnished him by a Chinese merchant, in whose 
house he stayed, and who has passed 20 years in Ta-chien-lu. 
As there are no regular official returns, only approximate 
accuracy can be hoped for in such estimates :— 


Trade via Ta-Chien-lu. Value. 

Ev ports from Tiribet. Taels. 

Musk ooo one ooo see eos 500,000 
Gold ose ese ooo 150,000 
Fox skins... ave ane 25,000 
Rhubarb and drugs see ses ake 30,000 
Total 935,000 


Imports into Tiibet. 


Total ase 1,150,000 


Grand Total ooo 2,085,000 


Rupees, the ordinary currency of Ta-chien-lu, have been 
scarce lately, owing probably to the closing of the Indian mint. 
The number in circulation at Ta-chien-lu varies from 10,000 
to 13,000, according to the time of year. They pass current all 
along the main road, down even to Yachou, for large pay- 
ments. The cash price at Ta-chien-lu is now 310 to 315 for 
the rupee, in Yachou about 10 cash less. 

Mr. Litton in a previous report of a journey to North Ssu- 
ch’uan (Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 457), states that 
the trade of Sung-pan is in the hands of about twenty large 
firms, chiefly agents of Chengtu and Chung-king houses; but 
the most important shops are the four “‘Ch’a Hao,” or Govern- 
ment tea monopolists, who supply the tribes with the tea 
which is a necessity of their lives. The managers of the Ch’a 
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Hao are entirely Mohammedans from Hsi An, and they do a 
large general business besides tea. Then there are a number 
of smaller Mohammedans who deal in wool, sheepskins, &c., 
and who act as go-betweens between the tribesmen and the 
Chinese firms, who rarely get on good terms with the “ savages.” 
A Mohammedan merchant will have his agents in Chungpa, 
Kuan, Hsien, and Cheng-tu; to the north his commercial 
relations extend as far as ‘l'a’o-chou, and even to the Koko Nor, 
which is three weeks’ journey across a grass country for a 
horseman, and about five weeks for laden animals. His assis- 
tants who can usually speak “ pidgin” Thibetan, go into the 
grass country in the spring, taking tea, foreign cottons 
and cloth, iron and brassware, and silver; they collect musk, 
rhubarb, deers’ horns, skins, and wool from the tribesmen. 
The merchants go in large companies on account of the pre- 
datory habits of some of the tribes; nor can this be a matter 
of surprise seeing that there is absolutely no settled govern- 
ment in the Amdon. 

Tea is the most important import to Sung-pan; a small 
quantity of cotton wool, cotton cloth (foreign and native), salt, 
paper, brass, and ironware make up the remainder; the balance 
of trade is slightly in favour of Thibet, and in the absence of 
any regular bank, the “ch’a hao” bring up from 20,000 to 
40,000 taels per annum. 

With regard to musk, it is difficult to give an estimate of 
the annual supply at Sung-pan, but merchants there collect 
it with much greater ease than at Ta-chien-lu. Small 
supplies are brought out to various points along the 
Lung An road, where every coolie seems to have some 
about him, and the inns reek with the sickly smell. 
The musk is brought down in its pod—.e., with the skin round 
the navel; the best kind is recognised by a nice brown colour, 
and in its pure state by its overpowering stench; pods with 
greyish or dull-coloured musk are rejected: it is retailed by 
one-hundredth of an oz.; but it is adulterated more than any 
other article in the Chinese market. The musk that is sent 
to Shanghai is said to contain 50 per cent. of dried bullock’s 
blood, fine sand, and other foreign matter. The tribes near 
Sung-pan do not, however, understand the art of adulteration. 

A Mohammedan at Sung-pan stated that far the largest 
herds of musk deer are to be found on the southern shores of 
the Koko Nor, and that the supply of musk was larger at T’ao 
Chou than at Sung-pan. 

Great quantities of musk and of other drugs do not come to 
Sung-pan at all, but are sent east to the great market of 
Yochow, in Honan, where a fair is held in the 9th and 10th 
moons; many of the Sung-pan traders visit this place. 

Mr. Litton estimates the annual Sung-pan-Thibet trade at 
1,500,000 taels; but considers, however, that as Sung-pan is 
only one of the trade outlets for Western Thibet, and having 
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regard to the distance and heavy taxes, this may be considered 
a very high figure :— 


Trade via Sung-pan, 


A.—ZI1mports into Thibet. 


Tea (70,000 large bales of 120 catties) 
», (50,000 small bales of 60 catties)... 

Cotton and woollen goods 

Brass and ironware, salt and sundries ... 


Total 
B.—Leports from Thibet. 


Wool (10,000 to 12,000 piculs) ... 
Live sheep (20,000 to 25,000 head 
Fine sheepskins and furs ooo 
Medicines and musk 


Total 
Grand Total deo 1,580,000 


In addition to the routes above mentioned, it is stated that 
Tali-fu in Yunnan has an important transit trade with Thibet, 
exporting mainly tea and importing woollen goods, skins, and 
furs. Likiang is reached by a mule track in a few days. It is 
spoken of as an important centre of trade, the market in the 
direction of Yunnan, where all Thibetan productions are 
collected and exchanged with Chinese merchants, its importance 
being comparable to that of Ta-chien-lu in relation to Ssu- 
ch’uan. Still farther north is Atentzu, a Customs station, in- 
habited principally by Chinese, with a trade in skins, tea, and 
musk. It is the meeting-place of routes to Tali, Lhassa, Batang, 
and Ta-chien-lu. The trade is carried on by barter by Chinese 
merchants, and a small trade goes on as far as Batang (30 days 


from Tali). 


| Value. 
Taels. 
560,000 
200,000 
15,000 
5,000 
80,000 
180,000 
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VIII—TRADE OF BELGIUM IN 1898. 


The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 
a summary of the principal articles of import and export of the 
special trade* of Belgium during 1898, together with a short 
memorandum on the subject, as follows: — 

The imports into Belgium in 1898 were valued at 77,103,680/., 
as against 71,781,680/. in 1897, showing an increase of 
5,332,0007. The exports from Belgium amounted to 66,104,440/. 
in 1898, as against 61,921,080/. in 1897, showing an increase of 
4,185,360/. 

Both imports and exports therefore show an increase of about 
7 per cent. in 1898. 

As regards the trade with England, the imports from Eng- 
land into Belgium in 1898 amounted to 8,285,280/., as against 
8,161,640/. in 1897, showing an increase of 123,640/.; while the 
exports from Belgium to England in 1898 amounted to 
11,848,320/., as against 12,000,880/. in 1897, showing a decrease 
of 152,560/. 

The trade between England and Belgium, taking imports 
and exports together, therefore seems neither to have increased 
nor diminished in 1898, the increase in imports from England 
nearly balancing the falling-off in exports to Belgium. Both 
imports and exports for 1898 show an increase on those for 1896. 

The following table shows where any considerable increase 
or decrease has taken place in imports from England to Belgium 
during 1898 :— 


| 


Articles. Increase. | Decrease. 


Live stock, horses and foals ... — aus 37,840 
Drugs (not including sponges or ice) aes] 49,240 
Linen or other vegetable thread 5 
Grain, corn, &c. ne ,080 
Leaven, yeast ... one 109,080 
Raw minerals ... 66,360 
Fish (not including preserved fish, except 
in boxes) ... 37,120 
| 
| 


Chemical products 
Resin and bitumen ... 
Dyes and colours (not including madder) . 


294,360 
44,320 


Of the above articles, as compared with 1896, only vegetable 
oils, leaven and yeast, iron and chemical products show a falling- 
off. 

Turning to the special trade with Germany, France, and 
Hoiland, it appears that there has been a falling-off in all these 
countries of exports of yeast, the export from Germany having 


*Imports for home consumption and exports of domestic produce and 
manufacture. 


| | 
294 


Mar. 1899.] TRADE OF BELGIUM IN 1898. 295 


practically ceased as in the case of England, and the exports 
from France having much diminished; but whilst English 
exports of iron have decreased by 163,000/., German exports of 
the same article have increased by over 40,000/., and French 
exports by nearly 24,000/. With regard to the heavy falling- 
off in the export of chemical products from England into Bel- 
gium, there does not appear to have been any notable increase 
or decrease in this trade between the three other countries and 
Belgium. 

The total special trade returns show that in 1898 there was 
an increase of French imports into Belgium of 350,000/., as 
against an increase of 280,200/. from Germany and of 225,640. 
from Holland, the increase of British imports being 123,640/, 
as above stated. 

The items which show the principal increase in French im- 
ports into Belgium are corn and wine ; in German imports, coal, 
machinery, raw minerals, dyes and hides; in Dutch imports, 
animals, groceries, and mineral substances. 

The imports into Belgium for 1898 from France were valued 
at 10,893,100/., from England at 8,285,280/., from Germany at 
7,634,440/., and from Holland at 6,090,800/. 

The export trade from Belgium to England shows a falling- 
off of 152,560/., but there is an increase in the export of the 
following articles:—Vegetables, zinc (unwrought), raw 
minerals, paper, steel, raw sugar, iron and glass; whilst there 
is a decrease in the export of the following: Rags, fruits, drugs, 
chemical products, woollen thread, refined sugar, linen thread, 
woollen tissues, and linen. 

Although the export trade of Belgium to England has de- 
creased by 152,560/., its exports to Germany have increased by 
2,998,440/., to France by 794,280/., and to Holland by 569,400/. 

The principal items exported to Germany which show a large 
increase are corn, railway and tram cars, Belgian wool, dyes, 
colours, and seeds. 

Among the items exported to France, Belgian wool and flax, 
and amongst those to Holland seeds and raw mineral products 
have also increased. 

The value of the exports from Belgium to Germany in 1898 
were valued at 15,532,280/., to France at 12,572,280/., to Eng- 
land at 11,848,320/., and to Holland at 7,657,800/. 

Note.-—The returns upon which this memorandum is based 
must not be considered in any way as a complete statement of 
the whole of the foreign trade of Belgium. They contain only 
a list of the principal articles of import and export, about 140 
articles of lesser importance being omitted of the total number 
of those contained in the Belgian tariff. 
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TX.—TRADE AND SHIPPING OF CAPE COLONY IN 1898. 


Communications have been received from the Agent-General 
for the Cape of Good Hope enclosing extracts from the ‘‘ Cape 
of Good Hope Government Gazette,” showing that the value of 
the imports of merchandise into Cape Colony for the twelve 
months ended 3lst December, 1898, was 16,621,354/., as 
against 17,931,878/. in 1897; while the value of the imports of 
a during the same period was 61,084/. and 65,911/. respec- 
tive 

The exports of general merchandise, including raw gold, ex- 
ported in 1898 amounted to 24,112,483/., as against 19,176,061/. 
in 1897; while the exports of specie amounted to 895,288/. in 


1898 and 2,223,906/. in 1897. 


The following tables show the value of the principal articles 
imported into and exported from Cape Colony during the years 


1897 and 1898 :— 


A.—Imports into Cape Colony in 1897 and 1898. 


Articles, 


1897, 


1898. 


Haberdashery and millinery... 
Cotton manufactures ... 
Machinery of all kinds 


Corn of allkinds... oss 

Provisions (including also "meat, “confec- 
tionery, &c.)... one ese 

Hardware, cutlery and ironmongery 

Apparel and slops_... 

Leather and manufactures thereof. (inelud- 
ing boots and shoes) ove 

Wood, unmanufactured and manufactured 
(except furniture) ... on ose 

Sugar ... eee 

Furniture and cabinet ware... ove 

Wine, beer and spirits ove ove 

Drugs and chemicals ... 

Stationery (including printing paper) 

Coffee ... 

Carriages, carts and other wheeled vehicles 

Iron, corrugated and galvanised 

Coals, coke, and patent fuel .., eee 

Butter (including margarine) ose 

Books (printed) eo 

Jewellery, &c. (including clocks, watches 
and plated ware) ... 

Dynamite, blasting compound ‘and powder... 

Gunpowder (including cartridges) ... 

Hats of all sorts ove soe 

Colonial Government ‘articles. 

Other articles ... ove ove 


1,274,198 
1,123,886 
1,408,679 
842,015 


881,674 
954,235 
863,180 


653,357 


529,261 
423,382 
371,081 
407,361 
258,420 
288,211 
308,694 
337,349 
301,286 
187,613 
184,582 
196,759 
139,824 


159,795 
311,966 
15,472 
118,927 
79,028 
1,441,139 
2.870,504 


1,276,937 
1,131,505 
1,070,321 

978,784 


899,885 
886,127 
780,019 


588,045 


474,264 
432,660 
361,517 
353,480 
327,611 
310,292 
305,773 
241,120 
221,667 
216,047 
179,681 
162,771 
154,483 


138,467 
115,989 
109,765 
108,884 
101,130 
1,356,405 
3,337,725 


17,931,878 


16,621,354 
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B.—Exports from Cape Colony in 1897 and 1898. 


Articles. 1897. 1898, 
£ 

Copper ore ... 300,772 262,830 
Hides (ox and cow) 217,754 199,543 
Other articles 795,197 925,548 
Total ous 19,176,061 24,112,483 


SHIPPING AT THE Ports oF Cape CoLony IN 1898, 


The following tables show the number and tonnage of vessels 
(steam and sailing) (A) entered and (B) cleared at the various 
ports of Cape Colony (including coastwise trade) in the year 
1898, distinguishing British and foreign vessels : 


A.—Tonnage of Vessels entered at Ports of Cape Colony in 1898. 


Ports. British. Foreign. Total. 
Tons. 
Cape Town eve oe 2,195,474 234,516 2,429,990 
Port Nolloth ... eee 45,360 25,476 70,836 
Simon’s Town ... on 25,710 — 25,710 
Mossel Bay ane 674,245 1,227 675,472 
Knysna ... 18,174 967 14,141 
Port Elizabeth ... eee 1,674,833 128,557 1,803,390 
East London ... soa 1,640,121 37,242 1,677,363 
St. John’s River ee 13,122 — 138,122 
Total ... 6,282,039 427,985 6,710,024 


B.—Tonnage of Vessels Cleared at Ports of Cape Colony 
in 1898. 


Ports, British. Foreign. Total, 


Tons. Tons. Tons. 

Cape Town = aie 2,215,060 248,796 2,463,856 
Port Nolloth ... 46,886 24,468 71,354 
Simon’s Town ... eee 21,613 21,613 
Mossel Bay 670,304 1,227 671,531 
Knysna ... 13,174 967 14,141 
Port Elizabeth ... me 1,673,912 136,979 1,810,891 

East London ... 1,617,602 33,041 1,650,643 
St. John’s River... 13,271 13,271 


Total ...| 6,271,822 445,478 6,717,300 
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X.—PROPOSED INSURANCE IN GERMANY AGAINST 
DAMAGE BY STORMS. 


A despatch, dated 6th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Diisseldorf, trans- 
mitting a report by Mr. Niessen, Vice-Consul at Cologne, on 
the proposed insurance of industrial and other buildings and 
machinery, against damages caused by storms. The storms 
described by Mr. Niessen’s report at Cologne seem to have 
been confined to a comparatively small area, and to have had 
the character of a cyclone. 

The damage to property in the British Isles by gales of 
wind is probably far greater than in Germany, still if insur- 
ance companies would compensate liberally for all damages, 
great or small, they would possibly find strong supporters in 
Germany. 

Of course, insurance against the effect of hailstorms on crops 
and glass is very extensively carried out in Germany, in some 
cases on the principle that in certain proportions the holder 
of the policy participates in super-profits, and has to bear a 
portion of the losses of the insurance association—.e, in ex- 
treme cases. Accident insurance companies are very busy 
against losses sustained by industrial companies and private 
individuals under the far-reaching “ Haftpflicht Gesetz”; and 
the German fire and life insurance companies are rapidly ex- 
tending their operations not only in England, but in Her 
Majesty’s dominions throughout the world, whereas, on the 
other hand, many difficulties are placed in the way of American 
and British companies in Germany. 

In the course of Mr. Niessen’s report, he states that the 
Union of Manufacturers of the District of Cologne, including 
almost all those engaged in large undertakings in the district, 
has set on foot a movement to establish insurance against 
damage by storms, which has met with much response from 
other industrial corporations. Supported by numerous cham- 
bers of commerce, the Union applied to the fire insurance joint- 
stock companies of Germany, which are incorporated in an 
association, and by so doing, and by the numerous delibera- 
tions and manifestations of interest thus aroused in commercial 
circles, and more especially among insurance societies, gave 
rise to a more comprehensive discussion of the question, whose 
essential importance was recognised on all sides. The German 
Association for “ Haftpflichtschutz” (protection against lia- 
bility throvgh accidents), also realising the great importance 
of the matter, discussed the subject recently at its general 
meeting held in Diisseldorf on the 28th December. The in- 
surance world, it is true, has so far, for the most part, declined 
the proposal suggested by the Cologne Union to combine fire 
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insurance with insurance against damage by storms. It may, 
however, be anticipated that the great industrial interests in- 
volved will not permit the question, having once been raised, 
to be dropped before a satisfactory solution is arrived at. The 
resent position of affairs is as follows :— e 

The public (State) fire insurance institutions, the so-called 
“Societiiten”’ (societies), and the private fire insurance joint- 
stock companies, have pronounced the insurance against storms 
to be, either altogether impracticable, or at least most difficult 
to carry out; and objections to the new insurance, from the 
standpoint of the insurance societies, have been embodied by 
the Association of German Private Fire Insurance Companies 
in a lengthy memorial which was drawn up at the request of 
the Minister of the Interior, to express their views on the 
_ question raised at Cologne. 

But the Union of Manufacturers in the Cologne district has 
not been deterred in its action by this non-compliant attitude. 
On their part they likewise addressed a memorial to the 
Minister, wherein, in view of the importance of the matter for 
the above-named district, the question was more fully eluci- 
dated, and from the numerous assurances of assent from their 
members and from the German chambers of commerce—those 
of Barmen, Diisseldorf, Altona, Bielefeld, Bochum, Mannheim, 
Munich, Niiremberg, Plauen, Leipzic, &c., among them—the 
existence of a need for such insurance, as also the willingness 
in their circles to undertake corresponding obligations, was 
attempted to be proved. 

Finally, in order to keep the question going, the manufac- 
turers of the Union of the Cologne District have suggested 
that all the German chambers of commerce should be invited 
to a conference with the industrial corporations who were in 
agreement with the Union. On the part of the insurance world 
there have also been various manifestations of sympathy with 
the introduction of such an insurance. The Cologne Accident 
Insurance Company has taken storm insurance into considera- 
tion in an alteration of their statute submitted to the Minister 
for his assent. The Frankfort Accident Insurance Company in 
Frankfort-on-the-Main is likewise showing an interest in this 
new branch, and a large German re-insurance company has 
suggested to the Cologne Union the formation of a Mutual 
Association for the Rhine Province, with full re-insurance of 
losses in their company, with a view to establishing such pro- 
vincial associations throughout the entire empire. There 
exists thus ground for the assumption that the question having 
once been moved will sooner or later, in one form or another, 
find a solution corresponding to the needs of insurers. 
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XI—MINERAL DEPOSITS IN HAITI. 


The Government of Haiti, by a contract published in the 
“Moniteur Officiel” of 2nd March, 1898, granted to Miguel 
Boom, the exploitation, during twenty years, of a mine of 
gypsum or plaster which he discovered in the north-western 
part of the island. The Government reserved the right to 
na a duty of 15 per cent. on the gross products of the mine, 
and the right to make special treaties for other minerals that 
may be discovered within the boundaries of the concession. The 
extent of land granted to Mr. Boom is considerable, and the result 
of recent scientific researches, added to data acquired since the 
time of the French occupation, leaves little doubt as to the 
existence of other important minerals in the vicinity of the 
gypsum quarry. 

Besides the right to dispose of these lands in order that they 
may be exploited, the Government grants the privilege, in this 
concession, of exemption from all Customs duties. 

The plaster beds are situated in the arrondissement of 
Gonaives, and extend from the point La Pierre to Anse Rouge. 
The centre of the industry will be at Corydon, a little village 
situated on the seashore, a few miles from the large port of 
Gonaives. The concessionnaire, Mr. Boom, died within a short 
time after the concession was granted to him by the Govern- 
ment; previous to his death he was endeavouring to obtain 
consent from Congress to have the products of the mine shipped 
direct from Corydon, instead of having to pass through Gon- 
aives. There is no doubt that his successor will soon secure 
this privilege. The quarries are situated a few kilometres from 
the seashore, and are connected with the landing by a smooth, 
straight road, with no streams to cross. 

The usefulness of gypsum, crystallised sulphate of lime, or 
rock plaster, by whichever name it may be called, is well known. 
The best kind is imported into the United States from Nova 
Scotia. During the winter months ice prevents this trade, and 
then all the supply could be obtained from Corydon. 

One of the kinds of gypsum at Corydon is colourless, and 
tests made by the United States experts demonstrate that this 
is superior in quality to the gypsum of Nova Scotia. There 
are other varieties which closely resemble the Nova Scotia 

um. 

A short time previous to his death, Mr. Boom discovered, 
within the radius of the concession, deposits of iron and copper 
ore. An analysis of samples of these ores showed that the 
former contained 70 per cent. pure iron and the latter 34°60 
per cent. pure copper. In further investigations, he discovered 
in the mountainous region of Terre Nueve deposits of basalt, 
coal, and saltpetre, and was on the point of obtaining new con- 
cessions when death overtook him. 
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XII.— FORTHCOMING COMMERCIAL CONGRESS AND 
EXHIBITION AT PHILADELPHIA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a communication addressed by the directors of 
the Philadelphia Commercial Museum to the consular repre- 
sentatives of other countries in that city, stating that there will 
be held, under the auspices of the Philadelphia Commercial 
Museum, during the autumn of the present year, a Universal 
Commercial Congress and Exhibition, and the Museum is put- 
ting forth every effort to make the enterprise a most memor- 
able one. The National, State, and Municipal Governments 
of the United States have given the project their hearty 
approval and support. The Congress of the United States has 
appropriated $350,000 for the exhibition, which is to open on 
or about 15th September, 1899. The city of Philadelphia has 
voted to the Museum the sum of $200,000 for buildings, and 
$115,000 for current maintenance. The State of Pennsylvania 
has voted $50,000, and an additional sum, sufficient to make 
liberal provision for all requirements and ensure the success of 
the undertaking, is being raised by private subscription. 

There is being erected for the purposes of the exhibition a 
series of buildings in which will be displayed such American 
manufactures as are most representative and best adapted to 
foreign requirements, and similar exhibits will be accepted from 
European manufacturers. The exhibits will be carefully 
selected by experts, and will be arranged and classified in 
separate sections and buibdings, in accordance with the most 
approved methods. The exhibition in its entirety will afford 
an opportunity to make a thorough and comparative study of 
the world’s industries, and merchants will be able, at a minimum 
of expense, to learn all about the best article to handle, and 
the names of manufacturers and the terms upon which business 
can be most satisfactorily arranged. 

At the International Commercial Congress, which will be 
presided over by the President of the ‘United States, at the 
opening session on 10th October, all nations will have an 
opportunity to be represented, and have a voice and vote in its 
deliberations, through duly accredited delegates sent by the 
various governments, and commercial organisations. Matters 
of vital interest to trade and commerce will be freely discussed. 
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XUI—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CAMEROON 
(GERMAN WEST AFRICA.) 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office from H.M. 
Ambassador at Berlin, transmitting copy of a new Customs 
tariff for the German Protectorate of Cameroon (West Africa), 
together with regulations relating to the levying of the duties. 

he new tariff was to come into force on the Ist March, 1899. 

The decree of the Imperial Governor of the Protectorate of 
Cameroon runs as follows :— 

1. In the territories of the Cameroon Protectorate import 
duties will be levied according to the annexed Customs tariff. 

2. This new tariff comes into force on the lst March, 1899. 

3. Such goods as are liable under the new tariff to a specific 
duty, and which have been already imported into the Protec- 
torate before the indicated date, are liable to subsequently pay 
duty on the basis of the new tariff in the following manner— 
namely, that the difference between the old and new tariff rates, 
in so far as the new are higher than the old duties, will be 
collected. 

Such firms and traders as have also business places outside 
the Protectorate on the West African coast have a right to the 
return of duties paid in the Protectorate if their duty-paid goods 
are within the period of one year, re-exported to those business 
places. The right of determining if such business places are to 
be considered as branch establishments of the same firms or 
traders, is placed in the hands of the Government; such return 
of duty can also be permitted by them if these business places 
do not bear the same name or trading description (Firma) 
as the re-exporting house. 

The return of duty on imported spirits, under No. 1 of the 
present Customs tariff, will only be made when they have re- 
mained during the interval in Zollverschluss (i.e., under Customs 
control), wired-up and sealed officially. 

5. The regulations for carrying out these provisions will be 
by a special decree. 


Customs tariff. 


Articles, 


1. Spirits, rum, gin, and other alcoholic liquids, 
which are not made sweet or mixed with any substance 
which prevents the possibility of ascertaining the pro- 
portion of alcohol in them by the “ Alecholmeter” up 
to 49 per cent. “ Tralles” .. = per litre 
For every per cent. above “ Tralles,” an additional 
duty of a 
For rum, gin, spi irits and ‘other alcoholic liquids, made 
sweet, or which cannot be tested by the “ ee 
for example, all liqueurs 


302 
| 
Rate of 
| Duty. 
Marks. 
0°50 
0°50 
0°69 
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Customs TARIFF—continued, 


Articles, 


3. Gunpowder, ordinary and other... per kilo O15 
4. Tobacco, unworked ... 0°50 
5. Salt ... ose eee per ton 10-00 
6. Rice... ove eee ese per kilo 0°02 
7. For all other things, not liable to a specific duty, 


5 per cent. of value. 

The value is to be determined by the price on the invoice in the harbour where 
the duty is paid, and is to include freight and other expenses. If an invoice 
cannot be produced, the value for duty purposes is to be declared by the importer 
in agreement with the Customs House. 


Exemptions from Duty. 


1. Wares and goods which are washed ashore from stress of 
weather or are sea-damaged, on condition of their being re- 
exported. 

2. All goods and articles belonging to the Imperial Govern- 
ment or Scctined for their use. 

3. All outfits of the Imperial troops and police forces and of 
explorers, who travel on official business or in the interests of 
the Protectorate. 

Firearms and revolvers which do not fall under the regula- 
tions of the outfits of officials and officers, or which are allowed 
by the Governor as belonging to the outfit of exploring parties, 
do not come within this exception. 

4. Travelling effects, clothes, washing and provisions, which 
travellers carry for their own use. 

5. Household effects, furniture, tools and agricultural instru- 
ments for clearing the land, which immigrants introduce for 
their own use and for permanent settlement purposes. 

6. All machines and articles required for plantations, for 
industrial establishments, for the construction of roads, bridges, 
and houses, so long as they are not intended to be re-sold. 

7. All seeds, and all plants destined for planting out. 

8. All materials for laying and working field tram lines and 
railways, as also all means of transport for use on land or on 
water. 

9. Physical, medicinal, and other scientific instruments which 
are imported for purposes other than trade; also medicines, 
books, newspapers, printed matter, samples and art objects, 
photographic apparatus and belongings. 

10. All articles, whether imported by Christian missions or 
by societies of public utility, destined for church services, for 
education, for learning, or for the care of sick people. 

11. Live domestic animals. 

12. Empty barrels (shooks) and sacks for packing products 
of the Protectorate. 

13. Wood for building and other ordinary purposes in house- 


Rate of 
| Duty. 
Marks. 
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work; as also all other materials for building, such as bricks, 
-earths, lime, cement, hods, corrugated sheet-iron, roof paper, 
ready-made houses, and similar articles. 

14. Coals. 

In order to carry out the provisions of the above decree, the 
Governor also decrees as follows :— 

1, At the latest by 1st April, 1899, all firms and traders resi- 
dent in the Protectorate must hand in to the Custom House 
of their district a list of all the goods still in their possession on 
1st March, 1899, which paid ey under the old tariff, and 
which are, under this present new tariff, liable to specific duties 
higher than those of the old tariff. 

This list must be accompanied by a form as follows: — 


Form A.— 
I, the undersigned, representative of the house of in 
declare hereby that I, on Ist March, 1899, had in my 
possession from my employers the following stocks of goods, 
which are subject to higher specific duties than hitherto :— 


Description of 


| Return of quantity Under new tariff. 
duty under the old Weight ander old taritt, | Aifference to be 
tariff. and measurement. ‘ paid. 


Marks. Pfennige. 


(Residence (address) of representative and date.) 
(Signature of representative or declarant.) 


N.B.—The weights and measurements are to be given accord- 
ing to the directions of the Customs tariff and in metres respec- 
tively. 


2. The duties liable to be subsequently paid under this list 
must be paid, at latest, by the Ist January, 1900. 

3. From the lst March, 1899, every receiver of dutiable goods 
in the Protectorate must, within three days of receipt, hand in 
to the district Customs House a written list of them in dupli- 
cate, as also a copy of the accompanying letter of advice 
(Konnossement) with the accompanying invoices for the port 
of entry. 


The list must be accompanied by declaration on a form as 
follows :— 


Form B.— 
I, the undersigned, representative of the house of in 
declare hereby that I, on the , 189 , received 
with the ship no other dutiable goods than those listed 
below, and that the enclosed invoices correspond to the values 
which the said goods amount to, together with freight and 
costs, in my accounts with my employers, at the port of entry. 
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Return of quantity | Return of total value 
Good according to weights,| according to the Amount of 
. measurement, or invoices for the port duty. 
number of pieces. of entry. 
I1—No. 1 (Not required from| Mks. 
” : of No. 1 to 6.) 
Customs 
Tariff. 
” 
” 6 ‘ 
According to 
No. 7 of the tariff. 


(Residence (address) of representative and date.) 
(Signature of representative or declarant.) 
(Note, same as in form A.) 


4. The duty is payable in German Imperial currency at the 
district Custom a against a written receipt. A delay of 
two months can be granted for the payment of the duty. Until 
such payment the goods are security for the duty. 

5. Non-compliance with the times fixed in 1, 3, and 4 will be 

unished by a fine up to 100 marks, to be fixed by the District 
Oficer (Bezirks amtmann) in whose district the firm or trader 
resides. An appeal can lie to the Governor. 

Non-liability for the payment of the fine can ensue when it 
is proved that compliance with the time fixed was not possible. 
A fine levied under such circumstances can be cancelled. 

6. If there are grounds for thinking that the Custom House 
is being defrauded, which renders an examination by a Customs 
officer of the business books and of the stocks of any firm’s 
goods advisable, such action can only be taken by the Super- 
intendent of Customs or his representative. 

7. The declaration as to contents of parcels sent by post will 
be handed by the post-offices receiving them to the Customs 
departments concerned. The parcels containing duty-free 
articles will be at once sent out free, whereas the others, with 
dutiable goods, will be taken over by the post-offices and handed 
over on production of the accompanying addresses and payment 
of the duties. 

8. Every attempt to defraud the Customs will be punished by 
confiscation of the goods and by payment of a sum fifty times 
the amount of the duty. If, however, it can be proved that the 
person liable did not intend to defraud, or that the fraud could 
not be carried out, then there will only be a fine (Ordnungs- 
strafe) for not following out the letter of the law. 

9. Any applications for a return of duty on the ground of 
Article 4 of the decree of 1st November, 1898, concerning the 
levying of duties on imports in the Protectorate, must. be accom- 
panied by a request to the district Customs House in time for | 
the Customs formalities and for the obtaining of the Governor’s 
permission. 
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At least three days before the goods are shipped, a full list of 
the re-exported goods in duplicate is to be handed in, containing 
the amount of the duty already paid, the day of shipment, the 
name of the vessel on which they are re-exported, the name 
of the business house, the place of destination, and a copy of the 
letter of advice (konnossement), and of the invoice. __ 

’ A declaration on a form as follows is to accompany the list :— 


Form C.— 


I, the undersigned, representative of the house of in 
, declare herewith that I have re-exported on importa- 
tion to the branch establishment of the same firm at the 
goods listed below, which arrived on the , 189 , by the 
vessel called 
Return of quantity | Return of total value 
Goods. by weight, measure- | according to invoices my - 
ment, and numbers. | for port of entry. y 
I—No. 1 | Mks. Pf 
of the | 
” 4 Customs 
‘Tariff. | 
” 
11.—Under No. 7. | 


(Address of representative and his signature.) 
(Note, same as to forms A. and B.) 


10. The chief Custom House of the Cameroon Protectorate, 
and those for the North and South at Victoria and Kribi respec- 
tively, are empowered to receive the notice required by Articles 
1 and 8 of this decree. 

The regular declarations, under Article 3 of this Decree, are 
also to be handed to these Custom Houses; but, by those firms 
resident in the district of the Custom House ports of Rio del 
Rey and Campo, they are to be handed to these Custom House 
posts. The latter will forward the lists, together with en- 
closures, as soon as possible for examination to the Customs 
Houses of Victoria and Kribi. 

Payments of duties can be made at the chief Customs House 

‘at Cameroon, or at those of Victoria and Kribi; and, by permis- 
sion of the Governor, also at the colony’s office (Legationskasse) 
in Berlin. 

11. The carrying-out of the demands of the Customs House 
officials, in case force is necessary, is to be effected in accord- 
ance with the regulations ruling in Prussia. 

12. Complaints as to the action of the Customs House officials 
or district officers (Bezirks amter) are to be made to the 
Governor. 

Against the decisions of the Governor, appeal is allowed to 
the Imperial Chancellor, which appeal is to be sent in through 
the Governor. 
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XIV.—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF CUBA. 


The following are the Rates of Duty now levied on merchandise 
imported into ports in the Island of Cuba in possession of the 
United States :— 


Note.—Duties shall be paid in United States money, or in foreign gold coin, such 
as the Spanish alphonsinos (centen) and the French louis, which will be accepted 
at | following rates : Alphonsinos (25-peseta piece), $4.82 ; louis (20-franc piece), 
$3.86. 

The following Spanish silver coins now in circulation in the Island of Cuba shall 
be received for Customs at the following fixed rates in American money : Peso, 60 
cents ; medio peso, 30 cents ; peseta, 12 cents; real, 6 cents; medio real, 3 cents, 

Bronze and copper coins now current in the Island of Cuba will be received at 
their face value for fractional parts of a dollar in a single payment to an amount 
not exceeding 12 cents (1 peseta). 

The metrical system of weights and measures is in use in Cuba. 

Importations from the United States are dutiable like other commodities. 


[Abbreviations: G.W., gross weight ; N.W., net weight.) 


CLASS I.—STONES, EARTHS, ORES, GLASS, AND CERAMIC PRODUCTS. 
Group 1.—Stones and earths employed in building, arts and manufactures. 


1, Marble, jasper, and alabaster— 
(a) In the rough or in dressed pieces, squared or prepared for shaping, 
(b) Slabs, plates, or steps of any dimensions, polished or not, *G.W., . 
100 kilo. 1.00 
(c) Sculptures, high and bas reliefs, vases, urns, and similar articles 
for house decoration... 100 kilo, 3.10 
(d) Wrought or chiselled into all other articles, polished or not 
100 kilo. 2.00 
2. Stones, other, natural or artificial— 
(a) Slabs, plates, or steps, GW. ... 50 
(+) Wrought into all other articles 1.00 
3. Earths employed in manufactures and arts: Cement, lime, and gypsum, 
G.W. 100 kilo. .60 


eee eee eee eee eee 


4. Gypsum manufactured into articles— 


Group 2.—Coal, 
(See Free list.) 
3.—Schists, bitumens, and their derivatives.t 


Régime applicable to goods classed in the present group. 

Whenever doubt arises as to the classification of the products enumerated in 
Nos. 6, 7, and 8, the customs must, before collecting duty, refer the matter to 
the Collector at the chief port. 


* Marble affixed to furniture shall be liable to the same duty as the furniture. 

Tt Lhe Customs authorities must take special care that, under the denomination of 
tar or mixtures containing tar, neither crude petroleum, oleo-naphtha, nor oils derived 
from schists are imported. Tar must not contain, in appreciable proportions, vola- 
tile products or oils which might be extracted by means of distillation at 300° 
Centigrade. Under the name of asphalts or bitumens, impure paraffin or other 
products must be included in No. 107 of Class III. 

(Tow impregnated with pitch, tarred felts, and tarpaulins coated with sand, which 
heretofore were dutiable according to this number, shall in future be comprised in 
No, 327 of Class XIII.) 


| 
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In case of doubt as to the clearance of crude petroleum, a sample of this oil 
must be taken and the following rules observed— 

1. A sample of 200 cubic centimetres shall be taken from 50 cases or less or 
from 10 barrels or less comprised in the declaration and belonging to the same 
kind of goods. 

2. These samples shall be mixed in a large receptacle, and, when the dis- 
charge is terminated, 2 litres are taken therefrom and put into separate bottles, 
which are sealed and furnished with labels signed by the Customs employees 
and the interested party. These bottles shall be forwarded to the Customs 
chemical expert in order to be assayed. 

8. Immediately after this operation the goods shall be cleared and the cor- 
responding duty applied, but the interested party shall always be bound by 
the results of the analysis, and the clearance shall not be deemed definitive 
until that result be known. 

4. The samples must be assayed within one month, and the interested party 
has the right to be present when the samples are opened and analysed, pro- 
vided that he has made a written request to this effect at the time of identify- 
ing the samples by affixing his signature to the labels. He may also appeal to 
the Collector at the chief port from the report of the experts. 

5. Should the interested party in his appeal request that a new analysis be 
made, this operation shall be effected at his expense if the decision of the 
Customs be sustained. In contrary cases, the expenses shall be borne by the 
Government. 

6. In order that the Government may always be enabled to know the nature 
of products imported under the denominations comprised in the present group, 
the Customs must enter in their statistics and collection sheets the following 
different kinds : 

No. 6 of the tariff— 


(a) Tar and other liquid products, even thick. 
(2) Pitch, asphalts, schists, and other solid or pasty products. 


No. 7 of the tariff— 


(a) Petroleum, crude. 
(0) Other crude oils which can be used in the preparation of illuminating 
oils. 
(ce) Oleo-naphtha and the other products classed in this number. 
No. 8 of the tariff— 
(a) Petroleum, refined. 
(0) Other refined oils designed for illumination. 
(c) Benzine, vaseline, and other products comprised in this number. 
6. Tar and mineral pitch, asphalts, bitumens, and schists, *G.W. 100 kilo. $0.60 
7, Oleo-naphtha, crude natural petroleum and crude oils derived from 
schists,*7G.W. ons 100 kilo. 1.40 


(a) Crude petroleum to be used ‘exclusively in the manufacture of 
illuminating gas and only at gas works in Cuba, said gas works 


* For the collection of duty, the following shall be considered as— 

(a) Crude oil derived from schists, those obtained from first distillation distin- 
guishable by their density of from 900 to 920 thousandths of a degree, or from 66 
to 574 of the centesimal areometer, equal to from 24 degrees and 69 hundredths to 
21 degrees and 48 hundredths Cartier. 

(6) Crude and natural petroleum, that imported in the state in which found 
when extracted from the well, and which has undergone no operation whatever 
whereby the natural chemical composition is altered or modified. When gradually 
and continuously distilled up to a temperature of 300° C., this petroleum must 
leave a residuum exceeding 2U per cent. of its primitive weight. 

+ The residue from the distillation of petroleum, known under the name of gas 
oil, imported direct by and for use in gas works, provided that the importation be 
effected at the direct demand of the president of a company and that the latter 
— their works to the control of the Collector of Customs, is classed in this 
number. 

Crude mineral oils mixed with animal oils, as well as crude mineral oils mixed 
with vegetable oils, when these oils are exclusively destined to lubricating 
machines, are likewise dutiable according to this number. 
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to be subject to inspection by the Customs authorities, and to be 
used for no other purpose, provided that the importer gives such 
bond as may be regarded necessary by the acting collector, G.W., 
100 kilo. $0.70 


8. Petroleum and other mineral oils, rectified or refined, intended for illu- 
mination ; benzine, gasoline, and mineral oils not ee men- 
tioned ; vaseline, 00 kilo. 4°70 

(a) A product from petroleum 1 known under the name of aie oil, 
imported by and used exclusively for cordage works in their 
manufacture of rope and cordage, provided that the importation 
be made at the direct demand of the president of the cordage 
company, and that the latter submit their works at all times to 
the inspection of the Customs authorities, and that the importer 
give such bond as may be regarded necessary by the acting 
Collector, G.W. . 100 kilo, 2.35 


Group 4.—Ores. 


9. Ores, G.W. eee 100 kilo. 


GrRouP 5.—Crystal and glass. 


10, Common or ordinary hollow glassware ; electric insulators 100 kilo. 1.00 
Common bottles of glass, intended to contain beer, rum and sparkling 
wines manufactured with native fruit, and garraphones or 
demijohns and siphons to contain mineral, carbonated, or seltzer 
waters, shall enjoy a rebate of 60 per cent. of the duties stipu- 
lated in this number, when imported and declared in the custom- 
house by the manufacturers of said beverages. 


11, Crystal, and glass imitating crystal -— 


(a) Articles, cut, or 100. kilo. 14.00 
12, Plate glass and crystal t— 
(a) Slabs, paving or roofing 100 kilo. 1.65 


(d) For windows or in other articles, "provided they 7, neither 


— , bevelled, engraved, nor annealed ... 00 kilo. 3.40 
(ec) Window glass set in lead and polished, or bevelled pate glass 

kilo. 4.90 
Articles engraved orannealed ove ose 9.80 


13, Glass and crystal, tinned, silvered, or coated with other metals— 
(a) Common mirrors not exceeding 2 mm. in thickness, coated with 
red or dark mercurial varnish ooo oes see 100 kilo, 10,00 
(4) Mirrors, other, not bevelled 15.00 


14. Glass and crystal in statuettes, om stands, and vases and similar 
articles for toilet purposes and house decoration ; spectacle and 
watch glasses ; imitations of precious or fine stones ; enamel, t{ kilo. 56 


15. Incandescent electric lamps, mounted or not eee ees hundred 2.50 


Group 6.—Pottery, earthenware and porcelain, 


16. Bricks of clay, not for &e.; articles 


of fire clay, G.W. 100 kilo. 
17. Roofing tiles of clay, gazed, for building: (10 by 


* All petroleum and other mineral oils not having the properties described in 
the note to No. 7 shall be considered as refined. 

t Decanters, glasses, tumblers, candlesticks, pillar lamps, and other articles 
for table service and lighting, white or coloured, are comprised in this number. 

{ Separate and spare parts, ‘forming an integral portion of lamps, chandeliers, or 
bracket lamps, are dutiable according to this number, 
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18. Slabs or conduits of clay, glazed or unglazed, cement or stoneware, G.W. 
100 kilo. 
19. Ceramic tiles all kinds and iad (10 10 
feet) .. ose ove 
20. Hollow ware, or not, of or 
(a) Household and kitchen utensils sive woe 100 kilo. 


(®) Dishes or other articles, provided that re be neither gilt, ons. 
nor ornamented in relief eos 00 kilo, 


(c) Common bottles of earthenware, to contain beer, &e. re 

(@) Articles, gilt, painted, or ornamented in relief .. 100 kilo. 
21. Hollow ware or dishes of faience— 

(a) Neither painted, gilt, norinrelief .. 100 kilo. 

(b) Gilt, painted, or with ornaments in relief... cue ” 
22. Hollow ware or dishes of porcelain— 

(a) Neither painted, gilt, norin relief .. 100 kilo. 

(6) Painted, gilt, or with ornaments in. relicf ... 


23. Statuettes, flower stands, and vases, high and bas reliefs, articles for 
toilet purposes and house decoration, of fine clay, faience stone- 
ware, porcelain, or bisque... 


$ 50 


CLASS IL—METALS, AND ALL MANUFACTURES IN WHICH A METAL ENTERS 


AS A PRINCIPAL ELEMENT, 


GrouP 1.—Gold, silver, and platinum, and alloys of these metals, 


24. Gold and platinum, in jewellery or goldsmiths’ wares, with or without 


precious stones or pearls ; jewellery or er of silver, with precious 
stones, pearls, and seed pearls, not set, N.W.... ° -.-hectog. 


25. Gold or platinum wrought in articles, other, of all kinds, N.W. * 
26. Silver in ingots, bars, plates, sheets, or powder, N.W. _... so | Kile. 


27. Jewellery or wares of silver, without precious stones or pearls, N.W., 
hectog. 


28. Silversmiths’ wares, other, of all kinds, and platinum in ingots, N.W., 
kilo. 


GRouP 2.—Cast-iron (1.). 


(1) Articles of malleable cast-iron are dutiable as manufactures of 
wrought-iron. 
Cast-iron— 
30. Pigs, G.W. ove oes 100 kilo. 
31, Articles not coated or eimai with another metal or porcelain, 
neither polished or turned— 
(a) beams, for and pipes, 
G.W kilo. 
(0) Lubricating boxes for railway trucks and carriages, and railway 
chairs, G.W. 100 kilo. 
(c) Articles, other, G. W. oat ose ” 
32. Articles of all kinds not coated or seteammael with onthe metal or 
porcelain, polished or turned _.., oe 100 kilo, 


33. Articles of all kinds, enamelled, gilt, tinned or shed or ornamented 
with other metals or porcelain ... bas 100 kilo. 


2.30 


y 
|_| 

3: 
2.50 

3i 
5.50 

1.00 
5.60 
3.50 
6.40 
5.80 

9.30 

wee 7.60 
2.80 
2.40 

10 
50 
.35 
75 
1,20 
|__| 
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Groupe 3—Wrought-iron and Steel. 


$4. Iron, soft or wrought, in ingots or 4 tochos ;”* steel in ingote, ae 
35. Wrought-iron or steel, rolled— 
(a) Rails, G.W. son ove ove 100 kilo, 
(6) Bars of all kinds, including rods}, tyres, hoops, and beams, 
G.W. eee ane eee eee 100 kilo, 
(c) Bars of all kinds of fine crucible steel,t G.W. oe 
36. Sheets, rolled— 
(a) Neither polished nor tinned, of 3 millimetres and more in thick- 


” 


(b) Neither | pom nor tinned, of less than 3 milimetres in thick- 
ness, and hoop-iron, § G.W. ... eee eee sos 100 kilo. 


(c) Tinned and tin plate,G.W.... ose 

(d) Polished, corrugated, perforated, cold-rolled, galvanized, or not, 
and bands of polished hoop-iron, G.W. ove sds 100 kilo. 

$7. Wrought-iron or steel— 

Cast in pieces, in the rough, neither polished, turned, nor adjusted, 
weighing, each— 

(a) 25 kilo. or more, G.W. ... wes RF: aes a 100 kilo. 

(6) Less than 25 kilo., G.W. one 

$8. Cast in pieces, finishea— 

(a) Wheels weighing more than 100 kilo. fish plates, chairs, 
sleepers, and straight axles ; springs for railways and tramways ; 
lubricating boxes, G.W. 100 kilo. 

(b) Wheels weighing 100 kilo. or less; springs other than for 
railways and tramways; bent axles and cranks, G.W., 100 kilo. 

39. Pipes— 
(a) Covered with sheet brass, G.W. raed iWon 
(b) Other, galvanized or not, G.W. 
40, Wire, galvanized or not— 

(a) 2 millim. or more in diameter ... eee ove 

(>) More than and up to 2 millim.in diameter... 

(c) } millim. or less in diameter, and wire covered with any kind of 
tissues. ove ose 100 kilo. 

41. In large pieces, composed of bars or bars and sheets fastened by means 
of rivets or screws; the same, unrivetted, perforated, or cut to 
measure for bridges, frames, and other buildings, G.W. 100 kilo. 

42. Anchors, chains for vessels or machines, moorings, switches, and signal 
dises, G.W. oe eee 100 kilo. 

43, Wire gauze— 

(a) Up to 20 threads per inch ||... 100 kilo. 

(2) of 20 threads or more per inch ove eee ove kilo. 


eee ” 


eee ” 


2.00 
.06 


has generally an unequal and rough surface.) 


* By “tochos” shall be understood rough wrought-iron in a mass or prism, round 
iron or iron in any other form, containing dross. (Wrought-iron containing dross 


Wrought-iron in a mass or prism free from dross shall be comprised in No, 36, 


letter b. 


In case of doubt, this iron shall be submitted to assay for determining its kind. 
+ The rods in question are iron or steel’'rods exceeding 8 millimetres in thickness 


employed in the manufacture of iron wire. 


{Crucible steel is distinguished from bars and other pieces of iron or common 
steel by its sharp edges. The surface is very smooth, of a bluish colour, darker than 
that of iron, and its fracture is close grained. (This steel is generally imported in 


round, square, octagonal, triangular, or flat bars.) 


§ By hoop-iron (* flejes””) shall be understood unpolished flat bands or circles of 


less than 3 millimetres in thickness. 


|| This basis represents one-half of the warp and woof threads comprised in a 


square of one inch, #.¢., of 23 millimetres. 


0 
$0.40 
) 
425 
) 
90 
) 1.60 
) 
) 
1.10 
1.20 
1.50 
) 1.30 
1.00 
| 1.35 
1.40 
1.40 
1.40 
1.00 
1.80 
1.60 
1,80 
80 
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44. Cables, fencing (barbed wire), and netting; furniture springs, G.W., 
100 kilo. $1.00 
45. Tools and implements— 
(a) Fine, for arts, trades, and ee of crucible steel 100 kilo. 8.00 


(6) Other ” 2.50 
46. Screws, nuts, bolts, and rivets ; tacks, 
100 kilo. 1.50 
47. Nails, clasp nails, and brads ... 1.00 
48. Buckles— 
(a) Gilt, silvered, or nickelled tis ew ilo, 
49. Needles, sewing or embroidering and ; of 
50. Crochet hooks and the Tike ousted 
N.W. oe ko. 
51. Cutlery of all kinds ; tailors’ scissors ; "side armsand piecesforsame _,, 40. 
52, Firearms— 
(a) Barrels, unfinished, for portable arms, G.W. Kilo. 
(0) Small arms, such as pistols and revolvers, also their detached 7 sia 


(c) Sporting guns—Muzzle-loading, and detached parts thereof _,, 0.60 
(d) Breech-loading, and detached parts thereof oe gy 
53. Manufacture of tin plate = te ons ove aie 100 kilo. 4.00 
Wrought-iron or steel— 
54. Articles of all kinds not specially mentioned, common, even coated 
with lead, tin, or zine, or painted, or varnished— 
(a) 1n which sheet predominates ... ove ose “es 100 kilo. 3.00 
(6) In which sheet does not predominate ove eee ” 2.00 
55. Articles of all kinds not specially mentioned, fine, 7.e., polished, 
enamelled, coated with porcelain, nickel, or other metals (with the 
_ exception of lead, tin, or zinc), or with ornaments, borders, or parts 
’ of other metals, or combined with glass or earthenware— 
(a) In which sheet predominates ... wes 100 kilo. 3.00. 
(4) In which sheet does not predominate “ss = ” 3.00 


Group 4.—Copper and alloys of common metals with copper (brass, bronze, §¢.). 


56. Copper scales, copper of first fusion, old copper, brass, &c., G.W., 

100 kilo. 3.00 
57. Copper and alloys of copper—in ingots, G.W. ove ove 
. 58. Rolled in bars of all kinds, G.W. 


59. Rolled in sheets, G.W. ... 5.00 
60. Wire, galvanized or not— 
(a) 1 millimetre and more in diameter... ove ove ” 6.00 
(%) Less than 1 millimetre in diameter ... 6.00 


(c) Gilt, silvered, or nickelled ... ove kilo.  .50 


61. Wire covered with tissues, or insulating materials; conducting cables 
for electricity over public thoroughfares* _... — 100 kilo. 7.50 


* By conducting cables for electricity shall be meant cables composed of one or 
more wires of copper or any alloy of copper, whatever be their thickness, provided 
that they be covered with an insulating wrapper, without taking into consideration 
whether they are inclosed in pipes of iron or lead, or strengthened with cordage or 
iron or steel wire. 
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62. Wire gauze— 
(a) Upto 100 threads perinch* ... see 100 kilo. $6.00 
(6) Of 100 threads or more per inch on ase oe coe kilo, 5 
63. Pipes, bearings, plates for sy ene and boiler makers’ wares ——_ 
wrought,G.W. oe ose 00 kilo. 4.50 
64. Nails and ‘ann 
(a) Gilt, silvered, or nickelled oe 
Copper and alloys of copper— 
66. Articles not specially mentioned, varnished or not . — ae a .20 


67. Articles, gilt, silvered, or nickelled, not specially anita 


GrouP 5.—Other metals and their alloys. 


68. Mercury, G.W. ... ase sve kilo, 0.20 
Nickel, aluminium, and raat having for a basis these metals— 


69. In lumps or ingots, G.W. 100 kilo. 3.00 
Tin and alloys thereof— 
70. In lumps or ingots, G.W. 4.00 
Zinc, lead, and other metals not quanti mentioned, as well as their 
alloys— 


71, In lumps or ingots, G.W. ove 
Nickel, aluminium, and their iteaiaein 


ove 100 kilo. 1.00 


72. In bars, sheets, pipes, and wire, G.W. eee vr 7.00 
Tin and alloys thereof-— : 

73. In bars, sheets, pipes, and wire, G.W. 7.00 
Zinc, lead, and other metals— 

74, In bars, sheets, pipes, and wire, G.W. sve <a oe 


75. Tin, hammered in thin leaves (tin foil) and ennilon for aie. kilo. 04 
Nickel, or aluminium, and their — 


76. Articles of allkinds ... = 50 
Tin and alloys thereof (Britannia 

77. Articles of all kinds... 50 

78. Zinc, lead, and other metals, and their alloys— 
(a) Articles, gilt, silvered, or nickelled ... ove seo 30 


Group 6.— Wastes and Scorie. 


79. Filings, shavings, cuttings of iron or steel, and other wastes of cast-iron 
or from the manufacture of common a fit only for — 
G.W., ove ove 100 kilo. = .15 


89. Scorize from the smelting én ores, G. W. .03 


CLASS III.—SuBsTANCES EMPLOYED IN PHARMACY AND CHEMICAL INDUST2IES, 
AND PRODUCTS COMPOSED OF THESE SUBSTANCES. 


GrouP 1.—Simple drugs. 


81. Oleaginous seeds, copra or cocoa-nuts, G.W.... ove eee 100 kilo. 2.99 
82. Resins and gums— 
(a) Colophany, pitch, and similar G.W. 
(>) Spirits of turpentine... 2.50 
(¢) and ‘percha, ra ‘or melied, in n lumps, G. W., 
100 kilo. . 3.00. 


*This basis represents one-half of the war) and woof threads a in a 
square of 1 inch, ¢.e., of 23 milimetres. 
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83. Extracts of liquorice, camphor, aloes, and other similar wes juices, 
G.W. aps ose 100 kilo. $5.25 
84. Tan bark, G.W. ... wis tee 25 
86. Other simple vegetable products not specially mentioned, G. W., 100 kilo. 2.75 
87. in medicine, not specially G.W. 
eee eee eee eee eee eee eee 1.80 
88. in or in lumps (ochres, &c.), G.W. 100 kilo. .60 
Group 2.—Colours, dyes, and varnishes. 
89. Artificial colours of metallic bases— 
(2) In powder or lumps, G.W. .. 100 kilo. 2.55 
() —* in the paste, oil, or water ; also lead or coloured pencils, 
oss eee ace 100 kilo. 5.00 
90. Other colours, in powder, crystals, or paste,G.W. kilo. 
91. Natural dyes— 
(a) Woods, barks, roots, &c., for dyeing, G.W. ... jae 100 kilo, .20 
(b) Madder, GOW. aN 4.50 
(c) Indigo and cochineal, G.W. ... os 
92. Artificial dyes— 
(a) Extracts from logwood, orchil, and other dyeing extracts, G.W. ; 
100 kilo. 5.00 
(4) Writing. drawing, or printing inks, G.W. ... =n se 3.00 
Colours derived from coal, G.W. kilo.  .20 
93. Varnish,G.W. ... 100 kilo. 7.50 
94. Blacking, G.W. ... one oe 3.00 
Group 3.—Chemical and pharmaceutical Products. 
95. Simple bodies— 
(a) Sulphur, G.W. ... ese 100 kilo, 
. (4) Bromine, boron, iodine, ‘and phosphorus, Phosphorus ... kilo.  .15 
96. Inorganic acids— 
(a) Hydrochloric, boric, nitric, and sulphuric, also aqua regia. G.W., 
100 kilo, _.30 
(4) Liquid carbonic acid, N.W. ... 5.00 
97. Organic acids— 
(a) Oxalic, citric, tartaric, and carbolic, G.W. 1.00 
(c) Acetic,G.W.... ove 6.00 
98. Oxides and oxyhydrates : Of ae potash, and other caustic and 
barilla alkalies,G.W. ... coe 100 kilo. 
99. Inorganic salts— 
(a) Chloride of sodium (common salt),G.W. ... ¥ .50 
(4) Chloride of potassium; sulphates of soda, iron, “or magn?sia ; 
carbonate of magnesia; alum, G.W. ARR 100 kilo. 45 
(c) Sulphate of ammoniac ; and superphosphates lime ; 
nitrate of potash and soda, G.W. 109 kilo. 03 
(d) Other salts of ammoniac, salts of copper, chloride of lime, sulphate 
of potash, hyposulphite of soda and borax, G.W. ... 100 kilo. —.75 
Chlorates of soda and potash, G.W. ... 1.80 
100. Organic salts— 
(a2) Acetates and oxalates,G.W. ... 2.50 
3.90 


(4) Cit:ates and tartrates ... ” 
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101. Alkaloids and their'salts ; chlorides of gold and silver, N.W. 
102. Chemical products not specially mentioned,* G.W. ... 
103, Pills, capsules, medicinal dragées, and the like,* ate 
104, Pharmaceutical products not specially mentioned,* ... 


Group 4.—Oils, fats, wax, and their derivatives. 


105. Vegetable oils— 
(a) Solid (cocoanut, palm, &c.), G.W.... 100 kilo. 
Liquid, except olive oil, G.W. eve ose 


106. Crude oils and animal fats— 
(a) Cod-liver oil and other medicinal oils, not refined, G.W. 
(4) Glycerine, olein, stearine, and spermaceti, G. W. 
(ce) Other crude oils and |fats, G.W. 


vegetable, or animal wax, in lumps, 
G.W. 


. Articles of stearin wax of all kinds, 100 kilo. 
. Perfumery and essences ase oop. 


Group 5.— Various. 


. Artificial or chemical fertilisers, G.W. wea can si 100 kilo. 


. Starch and fecule for industrial uses ; dextrin and glucose, G.W. 
100 kilo. 


. Glues, albumens, and geiatin, G.W. 
. Carbons prepared for electric lighting, G.W. one a re 


. Gunpowder and explosives— 
(a) Gunpowder, explosive compounds, and miners’ fuses, G.W. 
100 kilo. 


(6) Gunpowder, siete and other explosive not intended for mines,+ 


CLASS IV.—CoTTON AND MANUFACTURES THEREOF. 
Group 1.—Cotton in the wool, and yarns. 


. Cotton in the wool and cotton waste,t G.W. ae sae 100 kilo. 1.00 


. Cotton yarn and thread for crocheting, embroidering, and sewing, § in- 
cluding the weight of reels, N.W. sa, 


GROUP 2.—Tissues. 


Note I.—When the tissues included in the numbers of this group contain 
an admixture, they shall, according to kind, be liable to the following 
surtaxes (see Disp. IV.) :— 

1. Cotton tissues containing threads of hemp, jute, linen, ramie, or pita 
shall be liable to a surtax of 15 per cent. of the duties applicable thereto, 
provided that the number of these threads of hemp, jute, linen, ramie, or pita, 

counted in: the warp and weft, does not exceed one-fifth of the total number 
of threads composing the tissue. 

When the number of threads of hemp, jute, linen, ramie, &c., exceeds one- 


*The products or substances comprised in Nos. 102, 103, and 104 shall be 
examined by chemical experts, who must sign the declarations simultaneously 
with the Customs employees. 

+ All gunpowder intended for any kind of firearms, capable of passing through a 
metallic riddle with round holes of 2} millimetres in diameter, shall be considered 
as sporting. 

t Cotton yarn and threads of less than 20 centimetres in length shall be 
considered as waste of spun cotton. 

§ Yarns and threads combined in any proportion with threads of common metal 
shall follow the régime of No. 163, Class VLI. 


815 
kilo. $6.75 
2.50 
3.00 
4 1.47 
1.40 
50 
107 
2.50 
108 2.40 
109 1.50 
110 20 

1.40 
118 3.90 
114 3.00 
4.00 
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— ¥ the total, the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding duties of 

2. Cotton tissues containing threads of wool, flock wool, hair or wastes of 
these materials, shall be liable to a surtax of 35 per cent. of the duties appli- 
cable thereto, provided that the number of threads of wool, flock wool, hair 
or their wastes, counted in the warp and weft, does not exceed one-fifth of the 
total number of threads composing the tissue.* 

When the number of threads of wool, flock wool, hair or their wastes exceeds 
one-fifth of the total, the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding duties of 
Class VI., as tissues mixed with wool. 

3. Cotton tissues containing threads of silk or floss silk shall be liable to a 
surtax of 70 per cent. of the duties applicable thereto, provided that the num- 
ber of silk or floss silk threads, counted in the warp and weft, does not exceed 
one-fifth of the total number of threads composing the tissue. 

When the number of threads of silk or floss silk exceeds one-fifth of the total, 
the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding duties of Class VII. 

The provisions of this note shall not apply to knitted stuffs, tulles, lace, 
blondes, and tulles for borders, to ribbons, or to trimmings. 

Norte IJ.—Articles included in this group which are within the undermen- 
tioned conditions shall be liable to the following surtaxes :— 

(a) Tissues, brochés, or woven like brocades with silk or floss silk shall be 
liable to the duties leviable thereon plus a surtax of 35 per cent. 

() Tissues embroidered by hand or by machine after weaving or with appli- 
cation of trimmings shall be liable to the duties leviable thereon plus a surtax 
of 30 per cent. 

Should the embroidery contain threads, purl, or spangles of common metals 
or of silver, the surtax shall amount to 60 per cent. of the duties applicable to 
the tissue. 

When the threads, purl, or spangles are of gold, the surtax shall be 100 per 
cent. 

(c) Tissues and trimmings containing threads or purl of common metals or 
silver shall be liable to a surtax of 50 per cent..of the duties leviable thereon. 

When the threads or purl are of gold, the surtax shall amount to 100 per 
cent. 

(a) Tissues entirely or partially made up into sacks shall be liable to the 
duties applicable thereto, plus a surtax of 15 per cent. 

Shawls called “ mantones” and “ pafiolones,” travelling rugs, counterpanes, 
sheets, towels, tablecloths and napkins, mantles, veils, shawls, hemmed fichus 
and handkerchiefs shall, for the making up, be liable to a surtax of 80 per cent. 
of the duties leviable thereon. 

Other made-up articles, wearing apparel, and clothing of all kinds, finished, 
half finished, or simply basted shall, for their total weight, be liable to the 
duties leviable on the principal component tissue on their most visible exterior 
part, plus a surtax of 100 per cent. 

Articles of hosiery specially mentioned shall not be liable to the payment of 
the surtax for making up. 

118. Tissues, plain and without figures, napped or not, weighing 10 kilo. or 
more per 100 square metres, unbleached, bleached, or dyed, having— 

(a) Up to 9 threads, N.W. ... 

(b) From 10 to 15 threads, N.W. ... ove 

(c) From 16 to 19 threads, N.W.... .23 

(d) 20 threads or more, N.W. 

118a. The same tissues, printed or manufactured with dyed yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 30 per cent., N.W. 


119. Tissues, plain and without figures, napped or not, weighing less than 10 
kilo. per 100 square metres, unbleached, bleached, or dyed, having— 

(a) Up to 6 threads, N.W. ... sve kilo. $0.15 

(b) From 7 to 11 threads, N.W. ... eee ooo see ove 

(ce) From 12 to 15 threads, N.W. ... ove .27 

(d) From 16 to 19 threads, N.W. ... 37 

(¢) 20 threads or more, N.W. 50 


* By the number of threads in a tissue shall, unless otherwise stipulated, be 
meant one half of all the threads comprised in the warp and weft in a square 
of 6 millimetres. Should this half contain a fraction, this fraction shall be 
counted as an entire thread. 
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119a, The same tissue, printed or manufactured with dyed yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 40 per cent., N.W. 
120. Tissues, twilled or figured on the loom, napped or not, weighing 10 kilo. 
or more per 100 square metres, unbleached, bleached, or dyed, 
having— 
(a) Up to 6 threads. N.W. ... oes ose 
(6) From 7 to 11 threads, N.W. ... we 
(¢c) From 12 to 15 threads, N.W. ... 
(d) From 16 to 19 threads, N.W. ... 
(¢) 20 threads or more, N.W. ove ove ove 


120a. The same tissues, priated or manufactured with dyed yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 30 per cent., N.W. 

121. Tissues, twilled or figured on the loom, napped or not, weighing less than 
10 kilograms per 100 square metres, unbleached, bleached, or dye, 
having— 

(a) Up to 6 threads, N.W.... kilo. 
(4) From 7 to 11 threads, N.W. ... * 
(ec) From 12 to 15 threads, eee 
(¢) From 16 to 19 threads, N.W. 
(¢) 20 threads or more, N.W. ase see 
121a. The same tissues, printed or manufactured with taped yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissues, with surtax of 40 per cent., N.W. 

122. Tissues for counterpanes, N.W. ove 

123. Piqués of all kinds, N.W. ooo ose ove eve 

124. Carded tissues— 

(a) Unbleached, half bleached, or dyed in the piece, N.W. ... ” 
(4) Bleached, printed or manufactured with dyed yarns, N.W. Ms 

125. Velvety tissues, such as corduroys and velveteens ; three-ply plush tis- 

126. Knitted goods, even with needlework* 

(a) Undershirts and drawers of or N.W., 
kilo. 

(b) Undershirts and drawers of double sewing or fine finish, N 
<ilo. ose ove 


(ec) Stockings, socks, ‘gloves, and other small articles of simple finish 


or rough sewing, N.W.... oes, EHO. 
(d) Stockings, socks, glov es, and othe oxeadl articles of double sewing 


127, Tulles—f 
(6) Figured or embroidered on the loom, N.W. ... eee oes a6 
128. Lace, blondes, and tulle for borders, of all kinds, N.W. on » 
129. Carpets of cotton, N.W. we kilo. 


139. Tissues called tapestry, for upholstering furniture and for curtains 
manufactured with dyed yarns ; table covers and counterpanes of 


131. Wicks for lamps and candles, N.W.... his 
132. Trimmings of cotton ; ribbons and galloons{ N.W. 
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* Knitted goods, mixed with other vegetable fibres, wool, silk, or floss silk, 


shall 


respectively be dutiable according to the corresponding numbers of Classes V., VI., 


and VII. 


+ When these articles are mixed in any proportion with linen or silk, they shall 


respectively be included in the corresponding numbers of Classes V. and VII 


t Ribbons and galloons containing in any proportion threads of other vegetable 
fibres, wool or silk, shall inant be subject to the corresponiing numbers of 


Classes V., VI., and Tit, 


Cc 


$0.15 
18 
.20 
42 
18 
.23 
32 
43 
55 
24 
45 
.08 
.20 
A7 
30 
.70 
80 
.70 
.90 
.70 
1.47 
0.15 
32 
15 
52 
| 
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CLASS V.—HEMP, FLAX, PITA, JUTE, AND OTHER VEGETABLE FIBRES AND 
THEIR MANUFACTURES, 


GROUP 1.—Raw and spun. 


133. Twisted yarns of two or more ends (including the weight of the reels) ;* 
also the fibres of abaca, heniquen, pita, jute, and other vegetable 
fibres, prepared for spinning, not otherwise provided for, N.W. 

kilo. $0.10 
133a. Bags for sugar... ose ove ose ose 100 kilo, 2.00 
134. Rope and cordage— 
(a) Twine or rope yarn and cord of aie not exceeding 3 millimetres 


in thickness, G.W. 100 kilo. 6.00 
(2) Cordage and rope-makers’ wares of hemp, exceeding 3 millimetres 
in thickness, N.W. 100 kilo. 6.00 


(c) Cordage and rope-makers’ wares of abaca, heniquen, pita, jute, or 
other fibres, N.W, 100 kilo. 6.00 


Group 2.—Tissues. 


Note I.—When the tissues included in the numbers of this group contain 
an admixture, they shall, according to kind, be liable to the following sur- 
taxes :— 

1. Tissues of hemp, jute, linen, ramie, or pita containing threads of wool, 
flock wool, hair, or their wastes shall be liable to a surtax of 40 per cent. of 
the duties applicable thereto, provided that the number of these threads of 
wool, flock wool, hair, or their wastes, counted in the warp and weft, does not 
exceed one-fifth of the total number of threads composing the tissue. 

When the number of threads of wool, flock wool, hair, or their wastes 
exceeds one-fifth of the total, the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding 
duties of Group 2, Class VI., as tissues mixed with wool. 

2. Tissues of hemp, jute, linen, ramie, or pita containing threads of silk or 
floss-silk shall be liable to a surtax of 60 per cent. of the duties applicable 
thereto, provided that the number of these threads of silk or floss silk, counted 
in the warp and weft, does not exceed one-fifth of the total number of threads 
composing the tissue. 

When the number of silk or floss-silk threads exceeds one-fifth of the total, 
the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding duties of Class VII. 

3. Tissues of cotton containing an admixture of hemp, linen, ramie, jute, or 
other vegetable fibres, and at same time threads of silk or floss silk, shall be 
dutiable according to the corresponding numbers of this group, with a surtax 
of 60 per cent., provided that the number of silk or floss-silk threads, counted 
in the warp and weft, does not exceed one-fifth of the total number of threads 
composing the tissue, 

When the number of threads of silk or floss-silk exceeds one-fifth of the 
total, the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding duties of Class VII. 

The provisions of this note shall not apply to knitted stuffs, tulles, lace, 
blonde and tulles for borders, to ribbons, or to trimmings. 

Note I].—Articles included in this group which are within the under- 
mentioned conditions shall be liable to the following surtaxes : 

(a) Tissues, brochés, or woven like brocades with silk or floss silk, shall be 
liable to the duties leviable thereon, plus a surtax of 30 per cent. 

(%) Tissues embroidered by hand or by machine after weaving or with 
application of trimmings shall be liable to the duties leviable thereon, plus a 
surtax of 30 per cent. 

Should the embroidery contain threads, purl, or spangles of common metals 
or of silver, the surtax shall amount to 60 per cent, of the duties applicable to 
the tissue. 

When the threads, purl, or spangles are of gold, the surtax shall be 100 per 
cent. 

(c) Tissues and trimmings containing threads or purl of common metals or 
silver shall be liable to a surtax of 50 per cent. of the duties leviable thereon. 


se and threads combined in any -. re with threads of common metal 
shall follow the régime of No, 163, Class VII. 
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When the threads or purl are of gold, the surtax shall amount to 100 per 
cent. 
(d) Tissues entirely or partially made up into sacks shall be liable to the 
duties applicable thereto, plus a surtax of 15 per cent. 

Sheets, towels, tablecloths and napkins, mantles, veils, shawls, hemmed 
fichus and handkerchiefs shall, for the making-up, be liable to a surtax of 30 
per cent. of the duties leviable thereon. 

Other made-up articles, wearing apparel and clothing of all kinds, finished, 
half-finished, or simply basted, shall, for their total weight, be liable to the 
duties leviable on the principal component tissue on their most visible 
exterior part, plus a surtax of 100 per cent. 

Articles of hosiery specially mentioned shall not be liable to the payment 
of the surtax for making-up. 

135. Tissues of hemp, linen, ramie, jute, or other vegetable fibres, not spe- 
cially mentioned, plain, twilled or damasked, weighing 35 kilo. 
or more per 100 square metres, unbleached, half-bleached, or dyed 
in the piece, having— 

(a) Up to 5 threads, N.W. ... ane oh ite ea 100 kilo, $2.00 

(0) From 6 to 8 threads, N.W. 

(c) 9 threads or more, N.W. “as 08 

135a, The same tissues, bleached or printed— 

Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 15 per cent., N.W. 
135. The same tissues, manufactured with dyed yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 25 per cent., N.W. 

186. Tissues, plain, twilled, or damasked, weighing from 20 to 35 kilo. 
per 100 square metres, unbleached, half-bleached, or dyed in the 
piece, having— 

(a) Up to 5 threads, N.W. ... ont ooo 08 

(b) From 6 to 8 threads, N.W.... ove .08 

(c) From 9 to 12 threads, ... one 12 

(ad) From 13 to 16 threads, N.W. ... ode 16 

136a, The same tissues, bleached or printed— 

Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 25 per cent., N.W. 


1360, The same tissues, manufactured with dyed yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 40 per cent, N.W. 
137. Tissues, plain, twilled, or damasked, weighing from 10 to 20 kilo. 
per 100 square metres, unbleached, half-bleached, or dyed in the 
piece, having— 
(a) Up to 8 threads, N.W. ... .. kilo. 0.08 


(b) From 9 to 12 threads, N.W. ... cf 12 
(c) From 13 to 16 threads, N.W. ... .18 
(d) From 17 to 20 threads, N.W. ... 25 
(e) 21 threads or more, N.W. 35 


137a. The same tissues, bleached or printed— 

Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 30 per cent., N.W. 

137). The same tissues, manufactured with dyed yarns— 

Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 50 per cent., N.W. 

138, Tissues, plain, twilled, or damasked, weighing less than § kilo. 
per 100 square metres, unbleached, half-bleached, or dyed in the 
piece, having— 

(a) Up to 8 threads, N.W. ... «xy, Riles) .10 
From 9 to 12 threads, ... J 


(c) From 13 to 16 threads, N.W ... ove ees ne ose » .20 
(d) From 17 to 20 threads, N.W.... 
(e) 21 threads or more, N.W. ove ons .60 


138a, The same tissues, bleached or printed— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 30 per cent., N,W. 


138). The same tissues, manufactured with dyed yarns— 
Dutiable as the tissue, with a surtax of 50 per cent., N.W 


139, Velvets and plushes of linen, jute, we 20 
c 2 
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140. Knitted goods of linen or hemp, mixed or not, with cotton or other vege- 
table fibres, even with needlework—* 
(a) In the piece, jerseys, or drawers, N.W. « kilo. $0.80 
(6) Stockings, socks, gloves, and other small articles, ee ” 1.00 


141. Tulles—+ 


(a) Plain, N.W. 60 

(4) Figured or embroidered on the ioom, Nw... 75 

142. Lace, and tulles for borders,t N.W. 2.00 
143. Carpets of <M seenait or other vegetable fibres without admixture of 


144, Tissues called upholstering and for curtains, 
mixed or not with cotton, figured or damasked, provided they be 
manufactured with yarns dyed prior to being woven ; table covers 


and counterpanes of the same kind, N.W. _... wee kilo. 
145. Trimmings of hemp, jute, linen, ra tata &e.; ribbons and poo 


CLASS VI.—W0oL, BRISTLES, HAIR, HORSEHAIR, AND THEIR MANUFACTURES 


Group I.—Raw and spun. 


146. Bristles, hair, and horsehair... percent.ad valorem 40 

147. Wool, raw ... ose 40 
148. Woollen unbleached, or or twisted, per cent. 

ad valorem 40 
Woollen yarns mixed with silk shall be liable to the following 

surtaxes— 
When containing up to one-fifth of silk ... per cent. ad valorem 22 
When containing up to two-fifths of silk 50 


When containing three-fifths or more of silk the yarns shall be 
dutiable as untwisted silk. 


GRouP 2.—Tissues and fulled stuffs. 


Note I.—When the tissues comprised in this group are mixed, they 
shall, according to kind, be liable to the following surtaxes — 

1. Tissues of wool or hair containing threads of silk or floss-silk shall be 
liable to a surtax of 45 per cent. of the duties applicable thereto, provided that 
the number of silk or floss-silk threads, counted in the warp and weft, does not 
exceed one-fifth of the total number of threads composing the tissue. 

When the number of silk or floss-silk threads exceeds one-fifth of the total, 
the tissues shall be subject to the corresponding duties of Class VII. 

2. Tissues containing an admixture of woul and cotton, or of wool and other 

vegetable fibres, and at the same time threads of silk or floss-silk, shall be 
_dutiable according to the corresponding numbers of this group, with a surtax of 
45 per cent., provided that the number of silk or floss-silk threads, counted in 
warp and weft, does not exceed one-fifth of the total number of threads 
composing the tissue. 

When the number of silk or floss-silk threads exceeds one-fifth of the total, 
the tissue shall be subject to the corresponding duties of Class VII. 

The provisions of this note shall not apply to knitted stuffs, tulles, lace, 
blonde, and tulles for borders, to ribbons, or to trimmings. 


* Knitted goods containing an admixture of wool, silk or floss-silk, shall, respec- 
tively, be dutiable according to the corresponding numbers of Classes VI. and Wal. 
+ When such goods are mixed with silk, they shall be subject to the corresponding 
number of Class VII. 
§ Ribbons and galloons containing in any proportion threads of wool or silk shall, 
respectively, be liable to the corresponding numbers of Class VII. 


[Zo be continued.]} 
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XV.—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF PORTO RICO. 


The Foreign Office have received, in a despatch from H.M. 
Consul at Porto Rico, a table showing the principal differences 
between the Customs tariff which came into force in Porto 
Rico on the 1st February last, and the previous one, as fol- 
lows :— 


Table showing the rates of duties levied on the principal articles 
imported into Porto Rico, under the Tariffs of 1898 and 1899. 


as Tariff of Tariff of 
1899. 1898. 
Rice per 100 kilos. $0.60 $1.35 
Wheat flour des 1.00 2.00 
Salt cod ... one 0.50 0.45 
Pork in brine... 1.25 2.25 
Olive oil ... os ose 1.50 1.723 
Agricultural implements oes Free. 0.55 
Sugar machinery ... 10 °/, ad val. 0.324 
Iron roofing avs $1.20 100 
Timber... <> cubic metre 0:40 
Wrapping paper ... exe sve -.-per 100 kilos. 1.25 1.60 
Sugar, hogshead, cooperage... 0.06 0.09 
Jute bags for sugar 10°), ad val. 2.30 
Common glassware 1.00 0.50 
Paints (in oils) ... ose 3.00 2.97% 
Crude Petroleum... Free 0.55 
Refined Petroleum ove ose $4:00 1.55 
Coal per 1,000 kilos. 0°20 0.164 
Ordinary wines (in wool) ase per hectolitre 4°50 11.50 
Sparkling wines ... ove eee +. per litre 0.85 0.50 
Ordinary wines (bottied) os ---per hectolitre 13.00 20.00 
Beer and ale, &c. (in wood)... 3.30 5.75 
Do. (bottled) ... a 3.66 6.375 
Brandy, whisky, &c. _,, és 34.00 17.CO 
Whisky (in barrels) 10.09 14.50 
Ordinary biscuits per 100 kilos. 0.60 1.474 
Soup pastes 15 °/, ad val. 2.374 
Fresh fruit see 0.36 1.37} 
Sewing machines and cycles... 10°/,adval.| - 2.00 


On tissues comparisons are difficult, and cannot be accurately 
made, as both tariffs are complicated in this respect. On an 
average the new rates are about 10 to 15 per cent. ad valorem 
on cottons and on tissues and manufactures of jute, hemp, and 
“— fibres, and 22 to 50 per cent. on woollens and silks. 

ote—The amended Customs tariff in its entirety may be 
seen on application at the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., any day between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
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XVI.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Excise Duty on Glucose used in certain Industries. 


A despatch, dated 16th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Minister at Brussels, transmitt- 
ing copy of a Royal Decree remitting part of the excise duty on 
glucose (13°50 francs per 100 kilogs.) when employed in the 
following industries :— 

Spinning or weaving industries, preparation of textiles, dyeing 
and tanning works, manufacture of playing-cards, polish, 
colours, and parchments. 


Tariff Modifications. 
The Foreign Office have received a despatch from H.M. 


Minister at Brussels, transmitting copies of a Ministerial Decree 
. dated the 15th February, and published in the “ Moniteur 
Belge” of the 19th February, placing certain tissues of cotton 
steeped in creosote or oil distilled from petroleum, for use in 
pottery and china works, in the class of goods which pay a 5 
per cent. ad valorem import duty. 


This decree was to come into force on the 1st March. 


GERMANY. 
Tariff Decisions. 


The following decisions relating to the classification of certain 
articles under the German Customs Tariff have been received 
at the Foreign Office through H.M. Embassy in Berlin :— 

Lenses for photographic apparatus, with brass mountings, 
are to be treated, for Customs purposes, as glassware, in com- 
bination with brass, as the lenses form the principal part. They 
will therefore fall under No. 10, F, of the tariff, and pay 30 
marks per 100 kilos. (15s. 3d. per ewt.); but for countries 
having tariff treaties or most-favoured-nation right, the rate 
is 24 marks (12s. 2d. per cwt.). 

Gum arabie, in liquid state, cannot be considered to fall under 
the No. 5, h, paying 3 marks per 100 kilos., as that applies only 
to liquid gums, derived from animal matter. It is, therefore, 
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to be admitted as raw material, free of duty, under No. 5, m, 
of the Customs tariff. 

Sheep and goat skins, half-dressed, from the East Indies, 
tanned but undyed.—This is only a decision in a special case 
on appeal. It has been a disputed point hitherto as to whether 
sheep and goat skins—in spite of a slight treatment with fat— 
could be both considered as “nor further prepaid,’ and be 
charged under rate No. 21, according to Note b of the Customs 
tariff, by which they would pay 3 marks per 100 kilos (1s. 64d. 
per ewt.), and by which goat skins (not sheep skins) entering 
from “treaty” countries (including also countries having most- 
favoured-nation treatment) would only pay 1 mark per 100 
kilos. (6d. per ewt.). In a recent case of samples entered, it was 
decided that they were only to pay the above-mentioned lower 
duties instead of the rate of 18 marks per 100 kilos. (9s. 2d. per 
ewt.) for “all other undyed leather,” which has hitherto been 
levied by the Customs Officials. It is possible that this point 
will now be laid down distinctly by the Ministry of Finance, 
and that an entry to that effect will be made in the official 
Customs tariff. Meanwhile, any persons sending such skins to 
Germany should submit, through their agents in Germany, 
samples of such skins as are likely to fall under the lower rate 
of duty. 


FRANCE. 
Rates of Duty on Pure Sik Tissues. 


A decree, dated the 28th February last, has been issued by 
the French Government making a distinction in the rates of 
duty on tissues, foulards, crapes, tulle, and passementerie of 
pure silk of European and extra-luropean origin. 

Instead of the minimum tariff hitherto existing of 400 francs 
per 100 kilos. on pure silk tissues of all origins, a distinction is 
now made between those coming from countries in the Far 
East and those of other origin, the duty on the former being 
raised to 900 francs, while the latter remains at the original 
figure of 400 francs. 

A note to the tariff states that the Government is authorised 
to advance the date of the application of the new minimum 
tariff to Japanese tissues, as well as to apply the duty of 900 
francs to similar tissues of Chinese origin, and the present duty 
of 600 franes to those coming from Italy. 

It has to be mentioned, however, that this decree does not 
affect the special class of tissues of Eastern origin known as 
pongées, corahs, tussahs or tussores, which still remain 
exempt from import duty on entry into France direct from the 
country of production. 


. 
q 
q 
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Effect of Commercial Arrangement on British Manufactures. 


A despatch, dated 16th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Rome, transmit- 
ting copy of a statement drawn up by Mr. Franz, H.M. Consul 
there, showing the manner in which British manufactures will 
be affected by the commercial arrangement recently concluded 
-between France and Italy. 

The statement draws attention to the reductions of duty 
which appear to have the most importance as regards the trade 
between Great Britain and Italy, and points out a few articles 
on which the reduction of duties might benefit English manu- 
facturers. 

The most important reductions as regards existing British 
trade, as shown by the returns for 1897*, are the following :— 


Imports from 
Articles, Former Present Great Britain 
duty. | duty. in 1897 


Lire. Lire. 
Cognac, in casks abe nes ...per hectolitre 90 60 17,908 gall. 
Preserved fruit and jam... --per 100 kilo, 120 100 1,120 cwt. 
Compound medicines, not named, 


ills, lozenges, tabloids... 100 
Do., wine, syrups, tinctures... ” 40 604 ows. 
Do., others bse 60 
(Medicines inscribed ina French pharma- 
copeeia or approved of by the French Medical 
Academy will be admitted on the same 
footing as those inscribed in the Italian phar- 
macopeeia.) 
Common soap... ... 100 kilo. 8 7 4,497 cwt. 
Cotton velvet, common felts— 
Ww eee ove ove 120 114 
165 | 155 528 cwt. 
Printed ... 220 205 
Cotton velvet, fine (velveteen) — 
Bleached ... = 170 
200 | 190 ( TW ont. 
Printed ... tee ove n 250 235 
Combed wool tissues weighing 200 
grams or less for every square metre * 250 220 3,526 cwt. 


Do., weighing from 209 to 500 
grams ... " 220 200 11,112 ewt. 
(Woollen tissues mixed with silk or silk 
waste in the proportion of less than 12 per 
cent. are charged the same duty.) 
Paper and cardboard, articles of ...per 100 kilo. 80 70 1,038 ewt. 


Other goods connected with British trade to which reductions 
of duties are applied, but the importation whereof in Italy is 
now almost insignificant, are the following :— 


* The returns for 1898 are not yet published. 
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Former Present 

Articles, Duty Duty 

‘ Lire. Lire 

Cognac, in bottles of half-litre to one litre 90 60 

per 100 bottles 

Mustard per 100 kilo. 11 8 
Spices, not named .., 27°50 25 
Soap, perfumed 40 35 
Perfumery, without alcoho 100 50 
Pencils, without case, excluding pastels 9 100 10 
Paper-hangings one 40 50 


There are some few other articles favoured by the arrange- 
ment with France to which the attention of British manu- 
facturers and exporters may be directed in view of their secur- 
ing a share of the trade :— 


Articles, Dery. 
Lire. Lire. 


Woollen stuffs for furniture weighing over 50C 
grams per square metre eee ws» per 100 kilo. 190 100 
Wooilen tissues, printed as regards the additional 
duty chargeable, besides the duty of respective 


tissues ... per 100 kilo. 50 30 
Silk umbrellas ove ose os every 100 140 125 
Collars, cuffs and gentlemen's shirts of linen, ! | Twice Duty | 50 per cent. 

hemp, or cotton ... ove ove jof materials.) additicnal. 


The Board of Trade have also received a copy of the tariff 
concessions under the new commercial arrangement between 
France and Italy, which will be published in a forthcoming 
issue of the “ Journal,” and meanwhile may be seen in the original 
by those interested at the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the 
hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


Guarantees on Goods exported to Cuba, Porto Rico, and the 
Philippines. 

A despatch, dated 7th February last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from,H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
translation of a Royal Order with regard to the cancellation of 
the guarantees deposited by exporters on goods shipped to Cuba, 
Porto Rico, and the Philippine Islands, while the export tax 
was in force, in case the said goods were not delivered at their 
destination, as follows :— 

“1. That to cancel the guarantees given by exporters of 
merchandise shipped to Cuba, Porto Rico, and the Philippines 
for the payment of the export tax, while it was in force, it will 
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be sufficient to present certificates issued by the Spanish authori- 
ties to the shipping companies, to prove the delivery of the 
cargo at the port of destination. 

“2. In respect to the Philippine Islands, and in the cases in 
which it is impossible to present the said certificates, docu- 
ments issued by foreign authorities will be accepted, so long 
as they prove the landing of the goods.” 


Tariff Decisions. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a Spanish Royal Order regulating the assessment 
for Customs duties in Spain of the different kinds of hair in- 
— under group 1 of Class 6 of the Customs tariff, as fol- 
ows 

1. When the roll of hair weighs less than 100 grammes for 
the 25 metres, it will be assessed as yarn under numbers 167, 
168, or 169, respectively, in accordance with the regulations 
for wool under Royal Order of the 20th May, 1895, and when 
it weighs more, under No. 162. 

2. That remnants of spun hair pay, under No. 162 or under 
167 to 169, in accordance as they are less or more than 20 centi- 
metres in length, following the same regulations as those 
established for the assessment of cotton. 

Electric arc lamps will be assessed for Customs duties in the 
future under No. 79 of the Custom House tariff. 

Celluloid collars and cuffs, on importation into Spain, are to 
be assessed for duty under No. 356 of the Spanish Customs 
tariff. 

Customs Regulations. 

A despatch, dated Ist March last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, H.M. Ambas- 
sador at Madrid, reporting that as a result of a petition of the 
Marbella Iron Ore ae, Limited, a Royal Order was pub- 
lished in the Official Gazette of 28th February, allowing the 
importation through the Custom House at Marbella of 
machinery, railway material, &c., for the use of this mining 
company. 

The Custom House at Marbella is of the third class, and there- 
fore was not qualified for the importation of these materials. 


SERVIA. 


Regulations for the Customs Service. 


A despatch, dated 20th February, 1899, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Ranald D. G. Macdonald, H.M. 
Consul at Belgrade, reporting that a law, which was to come 
into force on the 6th March last, was passed during the recent 
Session of the Skupshtina for the regulation of the Servian 
Customs Service. 
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The portions of the new law which are of interest to British 
traders are as follows :— 

Goods imported into Servia on an understanding that the 
whole or a portion of them may be returned shall be considered 
as goods sent for speculative sale, and must be declared as such. 

‘he period of time during which goods of this description 
may remain in Servia, without losing their privilege of re- 
imbursement of Customs dues on return, is limited to three 
months. No extension of this period will be permitted. Goods 
liable to octroi dues are not admitted into this category. 

A custom has hitherto obtained of allowing the period of 
three months to be constantly prolonged, so that goods of which 
the sale was uncertain have sometimes remained a whole year 
in the Customs warehouse. The limited accommodation in the 
latter renders a continuation of this practice impossible. 

The length of time during which ordinary goods may remain 
in the Customs warehouses and depéts is unaltered, viz. :— 

1. Agricultural and garden produce, food and drink, of a 
perishable nature, ten days. 

2. Bulky goods, as wood and articles of wood, stone and 
metal, &., thirty days. 

3. All other goods, sixty days. 

Goods are allowed to remain one year in private or Govern- 
ment bonded warehouses. 

Samples brought personally by commercial travellers must 
be so small as to preclude the possibility of their serving for 
any other purpose. Ready-made goods, such as shawls, ker- 
chiefs, ties, &c., must be rendered unwearable by being cut, 
and samples of woven goods must not exceed twenty centi- 
metres (7°87 inches) square measurement. 

The penalty for omission to declare the nature and quantity 
of imported goods is increased from four to five times the 
amount of the dues to which the goods are liable, false declara- 
tions rendering the guilty parties liable to a fine of four times 
the duty chargeable. 

The seven per cent. “ Obrt” or Consumption Tax being levied 
on the invoice of the imported goods produced by the importer 
at the time of entry into Servia, a clause is provided in the new 
law by which the production of false invoices or accounts is 
punishable, under the Criminal Law, by from three to twelve 
months’ imprisonment. 


Unirep States. 
Importation of Books by Post. 

A despatch, dated 5th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office: from H.M. Ambassador at Washington, 
transmitting copies of a Treasury Department Circular pre- 
scribing that books are the only articles subject to duty which 
can be legally imported in the mails. 
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It is stipulated, however, that the above restrictions do not 
apply to mail importations under Parcels Post Conventions, 
nor to the provisions affecting passengers’ baggage and effects. 

Disinfection of Hides of Neat Cattle. 

According to a circular of the United States Treasury De- 
partment, which has been communicated to the Foreign Office, 
it is directed that, so far as the countries of Norway, Sweden, 
and Great Britain are concerned, the entry into the United 
States may be allowed of moist hides imported direct there- 
from without disinfection, provided the invoice shall contain 
the declaration of the shipper that the hides are the product 
of such countries and were stripped from cattle in those coun- 
tries, and that a certificate shall also be produced from the 
official veterinarian to the effect that the hides were taken 
from perfectly healthy cattle. 


Customs Decisions. 


A despatch, dated 5th February, 1899, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Washington for- 
warding copies of a Treasury Circular containing regulations 
as to the liability of medicinal preparations and perfumery and 
cosmetics to the Stamp Tax under Schedule B, Act of June 
13th, 1898. 

The above can be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Unirep 


Ports Open to Trade. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of an order of the War Department of the United 
States which declares that all ports and places in the Philippine 
Islands, in the actual possession of the land and naval forces 
of the United States, will be opened to the commerce of all 
friendly nations. All goods and wares, not prohibited for 
military reasons by due announcement of the military authority, 
will be admitted upon payment of such duties and other charges 
as shall be in force at the time of their importation. 


Unitep States—MExico. 
Suspension of Discriminating Duties. 
The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office 
copy of a circular of the United States Treasury Department 
relieving from discriminating duties Mexican vessels entering 


the ports of the United States, and the products, manufactures, 
and merchandise imported in them. 
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Measures will be taken by the Customs Officers of the United 
States, on compliance with existing regulations, for the refund 
of any discriminating duties levied on such vessels or their 
cargoes, in contravention of the proclamation, from and after 
9th February, 1899. Such officers will take pains to bring to 
the attention of the Treasury Department any discriminating 
duties coming to their notice imposed on vessels of the United 
States, or their cargoes, in a foreign country. 


Unitep States—West Inpi1es. 
Ports of Entry in Cuba, Porto Rico, §c. 


Copies of circulars of the United States War Department 
have been received at the Board of Trade, through the Foreign 
Office, constituting two new collection districts for Customs 
purposes, as follows :— 

1. The Island of Cuba and all islands in the West Indies 
west of the 74th degree west longitude, evacuated by 
Spain, of which district Havana is to be the chief port 
of entry. 

2. The Island of Porto Rico and all islands in the West 
Indies east of the 74th degree, west longitude, evacuated 
by Spain, with San Juan as chief port of entry. 

An officer of the Army is to be assigned to each of the above 
chief ports as Collector of Customs of the islands, and of the 
chief port, who shall have general jurisdiction over the coilec- 
tion of Customs in the islands. 

In addition, the ports of Matanzas, Cardenas, Cienfuegos, 
Sagua, Caibarien, Santiago, Manzanillo, Nuevitas, Guantanamo, 
Gibara, Baracoa, Trinidad, Santa Cruz, Zaza, and Batabano in 
the district of Cuba; and Ponce and Mayaguez in the district 
of Porto Rico are made sub-ports of entry, with an officer of 
the Army as Collector of Customs in each. 


Unirep States—Cvusa. 
Tonnage dues. 

The following tariff circular has been issued by the War 
Department at Washington :— 

“ By virtue of the authority vested in me as Commander-in- 
Chief of the Army and Navy of the United States, I do hereby 
order and direct that sub-division (e)* of section (6), title, ‘ Ton- 
nage Dues,’ of the amended Customs tariff and regulations for 
ports in Cuba and all islands in the West Indies west of the 
74th degree west longitude, in possession of the United States, 
established by Executive Order of 13th December, 1898, and 


* See “ Board of Trade Journal” for December, 1898, p. 696. 
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the provisions in said sub-division, made and contained as here- 
tofore existing, be, and the same are hereby revoked and an- 
nulled. 


“(Signed) McKrytey.”’ 


Regulations for Ports in Cuba in the Possession of the 
United States. 


The following tariff circular has been issued by the War 
Department at Washington :— 

“The following amendments to paragraph 3, ‘Entrance and 
Clearance of Vessels,’ page 7, and paragraph 17, ‘Entry of 
Merchandise,’ page 12, of the Amended Customs Tariff and 
Regulations for Ports in Cuba in Possession of the United 
States, are hereby published for the information and guidance 
of all concerned :— 

“Paragraph 3, on page 7, is hereby amended to read as 
follows :— 

“3. Within twenty-four hours after the arrival of any vessel 
the master must, under a penalty for failure of $1 per ton re- 
gistry measurement, produce to the proper officer a manifest of 
her cargo, with the marks, numbers, and description of the 
packages and the names of the respective consignees, which 
manifests, if the vessel be from a port in the United States, 
shall be certified by the Collector of the port of sailing. If the 
vessel be from any other than a United States port, her manifest 
must be certified by the United States Consul or commercial 
agent at such port; if there be no United States Consul or com- 
mercial agent at such port, then said manifest must be certified 
by the Consul of any nation at peace with the United States, 
and if there be no such consul, then by two resident merchants of 
good reputation; and the register of the vessel shall, upon her 
arrival in Cuba, be deposited with the Consul of the nation to 
which she may belong, if any there be; otherwise with the com- 
mandant at the port, until the master shall have paid such ton- 
nage taxes and other port charges as may be due under these 
regulations. 

‘Paragraph 17, on page 12, is hereby amended to read as fol- 
lows :— 

“17. The consignee named in the bill of lading or the person 
to whom such consignee shall, by indorsement, have assigned 
the bill of lading, shall present to the officer duly designated 
for that purpose by the military authority his bill of lading, an 
invoice describing the goods, showing their character, quantity, 
and cost, together with an entry in duplicate showing the name 
of the importer and of the vessel of importation, the place 
whence the goods were imported, the date of their arrival at 
the port of destination, the marks and numbers of the packages, 
the nature and quantity of their contents, their value, including 
costs incurred in packing them for shipment, and the currency 
in which the invoices were made out. The invoice must be 
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made out in the currency of the country of exportation, and 
must be verified by the oath of the shipper, and where no 
consul, commercial agent, or notary is resident at the port .of 
exportation, the verification of the invoice herein required must 
be made by two resident merchants of good reputation. The entry 
shall be signed by the importer, who must make affidavit to the 
truth of all the statements contained therein, and shall agree in 
value and description with the facts shown by the invoice.” 


Mexico. 
Alterations in the Customs Tariff. * 

The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, copy of a list of alterations in the Mexican Customs 
tariff. This list will be published in a forthcoming number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal,” and meanwhile may be seen on 
application at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, 8.W., any day between the hours 
of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Ecvapor. 
Examination of Parcels sent by Post. 

A despatch, dated 12th January last, has been received 
through the Foreign Office from Mr. Alfred St. John, Acting 
British Consul-General at Lima, forwarding copy and trans- 
lation of a decree issued by the Ecuadorian Government on the 
6th December, ordering the examination of parcels sent to 
Ecuador through the post, and the confiscation of all dutiable 
articles found in them. 


JAPAN. 
Certificates of Origin. 

With reference to a notice on p. 75 of the “Board of 
Trade Journal” for January last, H.M. Minister at Tokio 
reports to the Foreign Office that he has received the following 
official statements from the Foreign Department :— 

“Certificates of origin may be issued by chambers of com- 
merce at ports of shipment, or at places from which goods are 
a when there are no paid Consuls at such ports or 
places.” 


Baritisu Inp1a. 
Tariff Decisions. 

According to Customs Circular No. 1 of 1899, received at the 
Board of Trade through the India Office, “ Singally and sozille ” 
are exempted from the import duty leviable thereon under the 
Indian Tariff Act, viii. of 1894. 
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GRENADA. 
Tariff Decisions. 

The Board of Trade have received from the Colonial Secretary 
of Grenada copy of an Ordinance No. 8 of 1898, by which the 
additional duty of 10 per cent. on all import duties is continued 
during the year 1899. 


St. CuristoPpHER AND NEVIS. 
Tariff Modifications. 


Copies of ordinances have been received at the Board of 
Trade providing that the total Customs duty to be levied on 
petroleum imported into the islands of St. Christopher and Nevis 
shall be 2s. per case; the duty on rum shall be 4s. per gallon ; 
and further, that the export duties on sugar and rum shall be 
suspended for one year. 


TRINIDAD AND ToBAGoO. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of an ordinance by 
which duties are levied as follows on certain articles im- 
ported into the islands of Trinidad and Tobago during the year 
1899, viz. :— 


Sugar Per 1,000 Ibs. 

Cocoa ote Per 100 lbs. 

Coffee st ye Per 100 lbs. 
Molasses... ewe ... Per 100 gallons ... 


And in each of the above cases on lesser quantities in pro- 
portion. 


Gambia. 
Tariff Modifications. 


The Board of Trade have received copy of an ordinance by 
virtue of which the general ad valorem rate of duty on articles 
‘imported into the colony, of Gambia has been reduced from 7} 
per cent. to 5 per cent. This ordinance will remain in force 


until 30th June, 1899. 


Coxony. 
Goods Imported by Parcels Post. 


The following Customs notice has been published in the 
“Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” :— 
In the course of examination by the Customs of goods im- 
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ported through the Post Office, it has been found that, in many 
instances, the values, as entered on the forms or labels (Customs 
declaration) attached to the parcels are greatly understated— 
the impression prevailing that the cost of the materials alone 
from which the goods are made up need be entered. 

It is therefore hereby notified that the Customs Laws of the 
colony require the full, true, current value of the goods, includ- 
ing the cost of manufacture or making up, to be entered—that 
is to say, the true public selling price in the open market of 
the goods in the condition, as merchandise, in which they are 
imported, and that, under the Customs Amendment and Tariff 
Act, 1898, all goods, wares, or merchandise contained in any 
packet sensei by Parcels Post and found not to agree with 
the value entered on the above-mentioned form or label, are 
liable to forfeiture. 


‘ Natat. 
Bounty on Cape Flour and Meal. 


The following Customs notice has been published in the 
“Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette ” :— ‘ 

“It is hereby notified for general information that, under 
the following conditions, the Government of the Colony of 
Natal will now pay a bounty of 4s. 6d. per 100 lbs on all flour, 
wheaten and wheaten meal, including pollard, manufactured 
within the Union solely from South African wheat when im- 
ported into that Colony. 

Conditions—The importer shall produce to the officer duly 
authorised in the Colony of Natal, the flour, wheaten or wheaten 
meal, or pollard, alleged to have been manufactured from wheat 
grown within the limits of the Union, together with certificates 
under the hands of the growers and millers, and of a principal 
Customs officer, magistrate, landdrost, or Justice of the Peace 
in the colony, State, or territory of the Union in which the 
wheat has been grown and manufactured. The applicant shall 
further make a declaration on oath to the effect that, to the 
best of his knowledge and belief the certificates which have 
been produced by him are true and correct in every particular, 
and have relation to the particular consignment produced by 
him, and on which he claims the bounty; that the goods are 
intended for consumption within the limits of the Colony of 
Natal, and that no portion thereof shall at any time be removed 
beyond the borders of Natal; and shall, if required, clearly and 
conspicuously mark the goods with the words “South African 
growth and manufacture, solely for consumption in Natal.” 


Victoria. 
Tariff Decisions. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Department of 
Trade and Customs at Melbourne, copies of supplements Nos. 6 


334 TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS.  [Mar. 1899. 


and 7 to the Customs Tariff containing the following decisions 
with reference thereto :— 


Supplement No. 6. 


Articles. Duty. 


Accordeon pleatings and chiffon frillings— 
Under 10 inches in width .., pee «.. ad valorem | 25 per cent. 
Ten inches and over in width on eee ” | er: 

Appliances or instruments, surgical, viz.— 
Bandage roller machine... Free. 

Architraves and mouldings, being building materials of plas- 

ter-of-paris, &c., under 3 in. in width, per 100 lineal feet 4s. 

Architraves and mouldings, being building materials of plas- 

ter-of-paris,&c.,3 in. and over in width, per 100 lineal feet 7s. 

Bars, roofing, “ Braby’s patent drop dry,” as manufactures 

of metal, not otherwise enumerated ... ad valorem | 30 per cent. 

Bicycles, tricycles, and similar vehicles—parts and access- 

ories, viz. :— 
Fucosine, liquid for repairing bicycle tyres eee * Free. 
Lubricant, chain, “ Red Cross,” for bicycles 
Blanketing, rugs, and rugging, cotton— 
Chargeable with the same rate of duty as woollen blanket- 
ing, rugs, and rugging ... ... ad valorem | 25 per cent. 
Provided that if such cotton, blanketing, rugs, and 
rugging be marked in the same manner as cotton blan- 
kets are required to be marked, such cotton blanketing, 
rugs, and rugging may be admitted free of duty. 

containing surgical instruments and appliances 

only : 

Chromal, used in the manufacture of leather | ove 

Coffee, frank, as coffee ... te +.» per Ib. 

Enamel, black, “ Lucas,” as paints mixed "ready for use, 

per ton oe. 

Enamel bronzing liquid, “Our. Favourite, “Gerstendorfer 

Bros., not a varnish ove 

Essences— 

Arak, 23-0 over proof { “ Kélling & 
Cognac, 22-0 Schmitt per proof gall. 

Fancy goods— 


Articles with fancy pictures thereon, and articles with 
imitation jewels, used in making fancy boxes, &c., 
ad valorem de .. | 10 per cent. 

Baskets, small cempty) wicker, for confectionery, ad 
valorem .. 

Boxes, picnic, with plates, ‘dishes, &e., “of paper, @ ad 
valorem ... 

Crown squares, for making toques .. ous 

Flavorose, a powder for priming stout.. 

Glass paper-weights, as glassware not otherwise enumerated, 
ad valorem... ooo 

Gluten biscuits, “ Van Abbott's,” a special preparation of 
infants’ and invalids’ food 

Gluten macaroni, ‘‘ Van Abbott’s,” as macaroni eee ‘per Ib. 

Giuten vermicelli, “Van Abbott’s,” as vermicelli ... ,, 

Insecticides, not recommended as medicine and not con- 
taining tobacco, or extracts, essences, or other concen- 
trations prohibited under section 49 a Oustoms Act, 
1890 .. ove 

Japan, gold size— 

“Blacklock and Macarthur,” “ Burrell,” “Jensen and 

Nicholson,” not varnishes... ite 


” 


Tariff 
No, 
160 
481 
18 
528 
529 
: 286 
594 
18 | 
122 | 
429 | 
490 
490 
153 
196 
240 
265 | 
265 
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SUPPLEMENT NO. 6.—continued. 


Articles. 


Minor articles for implements, agricultural, horticultural, 
and vitricultural— 
Dises for ploughs... és Free. 
Perforating machines for making letters, ‘figures, "ke, 
paper, as machinery not otherwise enumerated, , 
valorem ase 25 per cent. 
Saccharin Perles, “Van Abbott’ 3 as sugar <a per. ewt. 12s. 
Sardines, to be "taken as actual, exclusive of oil, unless a 
weight is shown on the package, 7.€., Case or tin, per lb. 2d. 
Tools of trade (metal) not being machinery, &c.— 
Calf inflators, butchers’ ... Free. 
Knives, cork-cutting, used by hand ‘only... se soe 
Tubes, half- round, not machined, and in the rough . 
Uniter, composed ‘of turpentine, ‘poiled linseed oil, and resin 
Willow sticks, “ Weidenstocke,” with pattern burnt in and 
varnished, used in making furniture, as woodenware 
not otherwise enumerated... ou «. ad valorem | 25 per cent. 


Supplement No. 7. 


Articles. 


Agricultural, horticultural, and vitricultural implements, 
viz. 

Beet lifters ove eee ... ad valorem | 15 per cent. 

Appliances or instruments (surgical) viz. :— 

Operating tables, including attachable accessories... Free. 
Catheter cylinders ... ove ove ave 
Invalid cushions, air rubber ase 
Irrigators, complete, with stands ... a oa 
Stretchers on wheels, for hospital use... oes 
Steel portable sterilizer 
Instrument boiler, with stand and For 

s burner eas ses instruments 
Combination sterilizer ove and 
Steel porcelain sterilizer... eee bandages 
Sterilizing cylinders (Parker’ 8) 

Biscuits (“ Mellin’s Food”) oe per’ Ib. 

Blue :— 

Dolly blue, as blue ... os por 

Bottles containing liquid, &c, :— 

Over an imperial quart 

Being of glass or stone, and containing “less ‘than an 
imperial quart of spirits, wine, or beer, or mineral 
or aérated waters ove per doz. 

Being an imperial quart, irrespective of the contents, 
per doz. 

Being less than an imperial quart, “and ‘not containing 
spirits, wine, beer or waters ... ove per doz. 

Brilliantshine (as oilmen’s stores) 

Bucket-shaped drums, containing oil, “not being packages 
in which goods are originally imported, as buckets 
other than wooden + @d valorem | 25 per cent. 

Carbonate magnesium, for barbers’ and toilet use, when not 
perfumed ... ove owe Free. 

Cerebos salt (as vilmen’s ‘stores) _ 

Cordage, composed of strands, each strand con sisting ofa core 
of wires covered with twine, as other cordage, per cwt. 12s. 
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Tariff 
| | Duty. 
399 
295 
517 
282 
387 
201 
588 
Tariff | 
No. | Pe | Duty. 
233 
18 
36 
42 
63 
64 
64 
73 
414/5 
130 
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SUPPLEMENT No. 7.—continued. 
Articles, Duty. 
Cordage and twine (cotton)— 
573 Up to and including 33 thread, as cotton twine... Free, 
130 Thirty-six thread and over, as other cordage al ewt. 12s. 
374 | Cork drawers, “ Alexanderwerk,” D.R. Free. 
Covers— 
Table, woven in one piece ... ” 
153 Table, of er or more materials sewn together, as fancy 
ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
Cylinders hops—cylinders.... pee Free. 
296 | Engines, Rife — as — “not otherwise enu- 
merated ses @d valorem | 30 per cent. 
y| 12s. per gall. 
of the 
strength of 
494 | Essences, culinary— proof by 
Almonds, proof = Sykes’ hydro- 
Lemon, 8-0 over proof meter,and so 
Peppermint, 65°5 over proof... “ Machonochie Bros.” in propor- 
Ratafia, 22°5 over proof... tion for any 
Vanilla, 4°1 over proof eee greater or 
less strength 
than the 
strength of 
ssence de petrole, used with motorcycles, as ne Free 
153 | Fancy goods— 
Ivory carvings (Japanese) ... ... ad valorem | 10 per cent. 
491 | Fizz, Klondike, contains 49°78 per cent. ee spirit, per 
liquid gallon 12s. 
444 | Flossine, mother’s, as perfumery .. ad talorem | 20 per cent. 
Fruit.—No green fruit may be introduced into the colony 
without a certificate under the Vegetation Diseases 
Act, 1896, that the consignment is clean. 
432 | Forms, invoice, ‘having advertisements of Keen’s mustard 
Gelatine, sheet (not paper) eee Free. 
577 | Gold size— 
Carlial brand, as varnish... per gall. 28. 
Three-legs brand, “ Battle Bridge Varnish Works,” not a 
varnish ... Free. 
211 | Grist—“ Plunkett's,” or patent ‘malt, as malt per bushel 4s, 6d. 
227 | Hats and Caps—straw head aaa for horses, as hats, 
straw valorem | 35 per cent. 
| Insulators, with metal stems— 
286 Stems ... 30: i» 
118 Porcelain Free. 
Value of stems to be decided by landing surveyors. 
403 | Nails, deck, spike per cwt. 7s. 6d. 
209 | Oats—“ Quaker,” as catmeal ... per cental 9s. 
Pumice stone, powdered, in paper packets, used by painters Free. 
166 | Tomato pulp, not flavoured or ne in bulk, as vegetables, 
preserved ... per lb. 3d. 
460 | Tomato pulp, salted, as ‘provisions (including vegetables), 
salted, &c. ... ove per cwt. Bs. 
Tools of trade (metal, not being ‘machinery) :— 
Axle setter and axle straightener, “ The Little Giant,” 
binders, sausage ; knives, block, used by brushmakers ; ; 
needles, miners’; levers, tyre, bicycle ; shears, brush- 
makers’ ; tamping bars; tools, “ Lamont’s,” for 
fitting washers i in bottles... Ses sae ny Free. 


. 
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XVIL—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


ComMERCIAL EpucaTIOoN IN DENMARK. 


The movement for commercial education in Denmark, though 
on a small scale, may be said to be well advanced in proportion 
to the extent of the population. The increasing trade of the 
country has necessarily offered a greater opening to commercial 
employment, and by raising the numbers, has thereby raised 
the standard of education required for the various commercial 
clerks. 

A report on this subject has been recently received at the 
Foreign Office from the Third Secretary to H.M. Legation at 
Copenhagen, in which it is stated that, although the Govern- 
ment has for some years contributed in a small way to the sup- 
port of commercial schools in the provinces, it is only of late 
years that a subvention has been granted to schools in the 
capital. The success which has attended the movement is 
shown by the fact that it is now proposed to make a further 
increase in the amount granted, and there is no doubt that this 
proposal will meet with approval in the Chamber. So that at 
the present time Denmark can be regarded as being alive to the 
importance of extending the facilities for allowing an inexpen- 
sive but adequate commercial education to boys, and also of 
giving the opportunity to young business men of devoting their 
leisure hours to the cultivation and improvement of their in- 
completed studies. 

At the same time it must be noticed that the subvention at 
present granted by the Government (24,000 kr., about 1,333/.) 
is very small in proportion to the sum granted to the technical 
schools (over 170,000 kr., about 9,444/.) or the agricultural 
schools (over 330,000 kr., about 18,333/.). But it will be re- 
membered that Denmark’s chief interest lies in the direction of 
agriculture, and therefore the support of such a prosperous 
industry naturally takes the first and most important place. 

The difficulty to be contended with in Denmark is the fact 
that there is no regulation for preventing students from leaving 
the commercial schools before the entire course is completed. 
In Germany students who pass the final examination enjoy the 
privilege of receiving certificates for one year’s service in the 
army, which forms an inducement for them to continue the 
course to the end. In Denmark there is no possibility of cur- 
tailing the period of military service. The final examination 
(af gangspréven), however, is equivalent to the Preliminer Exa- 
men, without passing which no one can enter the army as an 
officer, or the postal and Customs services. 

Heads of firms and offices and shopkeepers insist on getting 
lads as young as possible. They therefore leave school at 14 or 


338 DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR REPORTS. [ Mar. 1899, 


15, and if they have an opportunity of continuing their studies 
later, it is found that the knowledge gained in the elementary 
school is forgotten and useless. Although the large merchants 
may endeavour to get clerks for their business at an early age, 
it is found that in dealing with their own sons they adopt the 
distinctly preferable system of allowing them to complete the 
entire course in the commercial school before finding them situa- 
tions in business. 

The night school is a great assistance to students who desire 
to continue their studies when in business. In most instances it 
is the first form a commercial school takes, and often it con- 
tinues to be the best attended and most popular course. 

In all the schools great importance is attached to the study of 
at least two living languages, and in all the courses German and 
English are obligatory subjects. French is generally optional, 
and in some schools Russian and Spanish (for trade with South 
America) are taught as well. 

In order to make appreciable progress in the study of a lan- 
guage, continued and consecutive work is absolutely necessary, 
and it is most especially in this branch that the interruption in 
the pupils’ studies, referred to above, is found to be highly 
injurious. 

Clerks and shop assistants, however, who have a fair know- 
ledge of two languages besides their own would be found much 
more frequently in Copenhagen than in London.—(forezgn 


Office, Miscellaneous Series, 495.) 


Damace To Lerxors Harsovr Works (PortvGat). 


A despatch, dated 15th February, 1899, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Malcolm Drummond, H.M. Consul 
for North Portugal, reporting that during the recent heavy 
gales considerable damage has been done to the breakwaters 
at Leixoes Harbour. 

_ During the winter of 1897-8 the southern breakwater had 
already given way somewhat, and two large cracks, at a dis- 
tance of some 300 feet apart, caused the portion of the break- 
water between them to incline outwards. This has now com- 
pletely broken away to the water’s edge for a distance of about 
350 to 400 feet at that part of the south breakwater where it 
forms its sharpest curve. A similar breach has also been made 
in the north breakwater at that part where the curve is greatest, 
but at present it extends only some 70 to 80 feet. Should the 
recent bad weather continue it is probable that these breaches 
will be considerably enlarged. For the moment the security of 
the port of Leixoes is not very greatly impaired, as the blocks 
and rubble caused by the collapse are about level with high 
water mark, and as many as 15 steamers were weather-bound at 
shelter in Leixoes Harbour on the 14th February last. 
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Mortatity Returns or Mozambique. 


A report, dated 4th February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Lourenco Marques, trans- 
mitting information as to the mortality and hospital returns of 
the Province of Mozambique and Lourenco Marques for the 
years 1896-97. 

These tables show the principal causes of deaths in the pro- 
vince, the monthly mortality of the Lourenco Marques district, 
the annual mortality of all the districts, and the number of 
patients who have been treated in the hospital of Lourengo 
Marques. 

The principal causes of death are bilious and pernicious 
fever, dysentery, and consumption. 

The death rate is highest, as is usual, during the months of 
March-June. 

The very sickly nature of the place is clearly shown by the 
death rate being for 1896 three, and for 1897 nearly four per 
cent. of the population, and by the startling fact that during 
1896 the number of patients received in the hospital exceeded 
that of the inhabitants, whilst in 1897 three-quarters of the 
people of Lourengo Marques made use of that institution. 

These figures only deal with the hospitals, and refer to soldiers 
and the working classes ; but they afford ground for an estimate 
of the health and mortality of the people of the Province of 
Mozambique. 


OrrictiaL DEPARTMENT IN SPAIN FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 
Export TRADE. 


A despatch, dated 15th February last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, report- 
ing that a Royal Decree has been published creating a board 
for the encouragement of the export trade. 

This board is to have the following duties :— 

1. To propose voyages for commercial exploration; to found 
commercial and agricultural trading depositories with State 
aid; to propose the creation of consular agencies, and, in 
general, advise means for increasing the export trade of the 
country. 

2. The board may submit to Government a scheme for the 
formation of a special’ fund, for the purpose of rewarding 
services and establishing publications for advertising national 
productions, as in other countries. 

The board will be presided over by the Minister of State, 
who can delegate the duties to the Under-Secretary or head of 
the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office. The mem- 
bers will be 25 in number, and will be elected as follows :— 

Two each from the chambers of commerce, chambers of agri- 
culture, syndic of wine exporters, syndic of miners, association 
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of shipowners in Barcelona, Spanish railway companies, bank- 
ing establishments, metallurgical industries, and one each from 
the Association of Graziers, Salt-mining Syndic, cork industry, 
Barcelona Society for Promoting Industry, Catalonian Agri- 
cultural Institute, Viscaya League of Producers, the Commer- 
cial and Industrial Society of Madrid, and the Spanish Associa- 
tion of Agriculture. 

The following persons will also be members of the board :— 
The Under-Secretary of State, the Chief of the Commercial 
Department of the Foreign Office, a member of the General 
ves House, and a representative of the Ministry of Agri- 
culture. 


Tue SpanisH Iron Inpustry 1n 1898. 


A despatch, dated 22nd February, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Ambassador at Madrid, transmitting 
some particulars of the Spanish iron industry in 1898 taken 
from the ‘“ Revista Minera,” as follows :— 

The total amount of iron produced in Spain in 1898 was 
7,126,000 tons, as against 7,420,000 tons in 1897, a decrease of 
about 4 per cent. This decrease has been almost entirely in the 
district of Vizcaya, where it shows a reduction of 280,000 tons. 
In 1898 the amount of iron exported from Spain was 6,558,000 
tons, as compared with 6,885,000 tons in 1897, a decrease of 
327,000 tons. 

The following table shows the amount of Spanish iron im- 
ported into foreign countries in 1898, as compared with 1897 :— 


Countries. 1897, 1898. 

Tons. Tons. 
Great Britain ove owe 5,091,027 4,748,557 
France ove 435,972 399,424 
Belgium one 224,776 201,693 
Germany... eco 31,967 58,284 
Austria ooo an 10,350 8,650 
_ United States ont 59,243 5,792 

Norway and Sweden 4,526 

Total’ ... cea 6,884,588 6,558,060 


The next table gives the production of steel and iron in Spain 
in 1898 :— 


1897. 1893. 

Tons. Tons, 
Siemens, M. ... 52,600 58,105 
Manufactured steel and iron vos sai 163,500 154,910 


Total ... 284,600 367,925 
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The production of pig-iron in Spain amounted to 262,000 
tons in 1898, as against 282,000 tons in 1897, and the quanti- 
ties of iron and steel manufactured goods made in Spain in 
the year 1898 amounted to 59,000 tons, which shows a small 
decrease as compared with 1897. The quantities of pig-iron 
exported to foreign countries from Spain in 1897 and 1898 is 
seen in the following table :— 


Countries. 1897. 1898. 

Tons. Tons. 
Great Britain 9,720 15,898 
Italy 9,521 11,706 
Germany ... 7,860 7,660 
Belgium... 5,400 2,570 
Total 43,493 46,105 


Britis Suippinc aT NEw ORLEANS IN 1898. 


The following table, taken from a report to the Foreign 


Office by H.M. Consul at New Orleans, is interesting as showing 
the enormous preponderance of British shipping entered and 
cleared at that port :— 


| 
Entered. Cleared. | Total. 
| 
No. Tons. No. Tons. No. Tons. 

British ... ive «| 567 | 1,099,325 | 6558 | 1,075,827 || 1,125 | 2,175,152 
Norwegian sine ee 88,931 218 92,755 429 181,686 
American ... 78,545 109 69,419 239 147,¢64 
Spanish... ie ad 77,148 37 76,719 73 153,867 
German ... 65,378 53 82,571 98 147,749 
Danish... 55,517 35 58,391 68 113,908 
French... abs od ae 35,070 15 80,179 33 65,249 
Other Countries ... oo 50,032 64 80,002 lll 130,084 
Total ...| 1,087 | 1,549,996 | 1,039 | 1,565,663 || 2,176 | 3,115,659 


Note.—The above figures do not include American coastwise 
tonnage, viz., 267 vessels of 512,537 tons entered and 252 
vessels of 465,007 tons cleared. 


Import TraDE or THE Hawattan IsLanps. 


The following table, taken from a report by the Acting 
British Consul at Honolulu, shows the value of the imports into 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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the Hawaiian Islands for the five years 1893-1897, distinguish- 
cn. ines principal countries and the value of the imports from 
each :— 


Great 
nitec Britain Chinaand| Other | 
Year. States. and Japan, |Countries.| 
Colonies. | 
| 
Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars. | Dollars, 
1608 ... «| 3,842,569 | 612,412 73,956 | 311,573 22,668 || 4,363,178 
1894 ... ---| 3,746,090 | 770,197 | 140,233 | 414,138 33,823 | 5,104,481 
1895... e+-| 4,142,711 | 624,659 | 110,752 | 430,827 30,836 | 5,339,785 
1896... --.| 4,363,299 | 922,425 | 14 ,627 | 575,554 54,544 | 6,063,652 
5,644,453 |1,046,910 | 192,932 | 552,733 7,682,628 


From the above it will be seen that in 1897 the United States 
led the way with 73°5 per cent. of the total value of the imports, 
Great Britain and Colonies coming next with 13°6, Germany 
25, China and Japan 7°2, and other countries 31. In 1889 
the percentages were: United States 79°2, Great Britain and 
Colonies 15°1, Germany 1°7, China and Japan 3°7, and other 
countries °3. 


Harspotr ImMprovEMENTS AT ANCONA. 


A report has been received at the Foreign Office from the 
British Vice-Consul at Ancona, stating that the new mole at 
that port is now completed, but in consequence of the close 
proximity of the Custom House stores to the shore end of the 
mole, sufficient space is not available for turning the railway 
trucks employed in receiving cargo from vessels discharging 
alongside. 

Accordingly a contract has been entered into with the builders 
of the mole for an increase of space which will be practically 
an enlargement of the present quay-way. 

. The new addition will be 492 feet long, and the broad end 
49 feet, gradually descending to 33 feet wide, and the contract 
time allowed is the current year. 


ProposED IMPROVEMENTS FOR INCREASED Rattway 
at Gatveston (U.S.A.). 


A report, dated 31st January last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Galveston, stating that a 
contract has been recently signed by the Southern Pacific 
Railway Company and the Galveston City Company, whereby 
the former corporation are to acquire some 230 acres of land, 
with 3,600 feet of channel front, for the purpose of construct- 
ing railway terminals and berths for steamers. 
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Whilst there are, at present, some obstacles to the accom- 
plishment of this scheme, they are not of such a nature as to 
preclude its final consummation, and it appears likely that the 
plans proposed will be carried out. 

The Consul is of opinion that it is impossible, from some 

ints of view, to over-estimate the immense importance to 
lotsa, of the entrance to this port, of the Southern Pacific 
system. 

This corporation has over 9,000 miles of line in operation, 
besides controlling a line of steamers running between New 
York, Havanna, and Central America, whilst it is proposed 
to further add a Trans-Atlantic line. 

Hitherto, the heavy freight business of the company has been 
transacted through New Orleans, but, whilst it is said that it 
is not proposed as yet to entirely do away with that service, 
there seems little doubt that the greater portion of this heavy 
freight will in future find its outlet through the Port of Gal- 
veston should the arrangements now proposed be carried to a 
successful issue. 

This will doubtless lead to Galveston retaining the position 
she to-day holds, of leading cotton port in the United States, 
whilst it may possibly militate against the business of New 
Orleans. 


EsTaBLISHMENT OF A New Bank 1n MEXIco. 


A despatch, dated 10th February last, has been received 
from Sir Frank C. Lascelles, H.M. Ambassador at Berlin, 
stating that the German Press announces that on the 6th Feb- 
ruary the “ Banco Central Mexicano” was founded in Mexico. 
The Deutsche Bank and 8. Bleichroeder’s Bank are among the 
German founders, and are represented on the directors’ board of 
the new bank by Herr Roland-Luecke and Mr. P. Schwabach, 
respectively, the latter of whom is H.M. Consul-General at 
Berlin. The New York firm of J. F. Morgan and Company, 
and several Mexican banks are likewise interested in the new 
undertaking, which absorbs the firm of Kosidowski and Com- 
pany, representatives in Mexico of the Deutsche Bank, and the 
Deutsche Ueberseeische Bank. Herr P. Kosidowski, German 
Consul, of the firm bearing his name, and Herr W. Vermehren 
are to be the managers of the Banco Central Mexicano. 


RartroaD AND Coat Mines Concession To ITat1an CAPITALISTS 
IN VENEZUELA. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign 
Office, translation of a contract by which the Venezuelan 
Government leases to an Italian Company, for the term of 


fifteen years, the railroad of Guanta and the coal mines of that 
district, 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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SHIPMENTs OF RuspBer Amazon Ports. 


A despatch, dated 23rd January last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Para, reporting that 
the total shipments of Indian rubber from Parad and Manaos, 
including Peruvian and Bolivian produce, during the year 
ended 3lst December, 1898, amounted to 21,909 tons. 

The shipments during the previous twelve months amounted 
to 22,536 tons. 

This is the first time during the present decade that the pro- 
duction and export have ceased to increase, but these figures 
should not be taken to indicate that the limit of production has 
been reached. 

The decrease appears to be due to the prolonged unnavi- 
gability of the upper waters of the River Amazon, owing to in- 
sufficiency of rain, and the consequent detention of a large num- 
ber of river steamers with their cargoes of rubber. 

The wet season has commenced, and the river steamers are 
now able to reach their destinations. 


German IN SOUTHERN Brazit. 


Itajahy, which is the principal port of the German colonies of 
Blumenau and Brusque and the Italian colony of Luiz Alves, in 
the State of Santa Catharina, Southern Brazil, is at the mouth 
of the river of the same name (6 hours by steamer north of 
Florianopolis), and is a flourishing little town. Vessels of three 
thousand tons can load and discharge alongside the quays built 
out into the river. The Sud-Amerikanische Dampfschifffahrt 
Company run steamers direct from Hamburg. Near the town 
is a large sawmill fitted up with all modern improvements. 
It is here that most of the cigar boxes used in Brazil are cut, 
and formerly a considerable number were exported to Cuba. 
Boxes for packing perfumery are exported to France. The 
principal woods found in Santa Catharina are cedar, peroba, 
canella, teak, jatahy, pao rainha, embuia, arariba (rosewood), 
onihatico (Brazilian mahogany), and many others used by 
cabinetmakers and shipbuilders. 

The River Itajahy, which varies from 200 to 400 yards in 
breadth between Blumenau and the sea is navigable by small 
steamers for more than 30 miles. 

The Foreign Office report by Mr. Beaumont, Second Secretary 
to H.M. Legation at Rio de Janeiro, from which the above is 
quoted, goes on to state that Blumenau was founded by a North 
German of that name in 1852 and covers a considerable area. 
In 1888 the population was 18,884; it now exceeds 40,000. In 
1889 there were 60 miles of carriage road and 250 miles of 
mule tracks cut through the forest. In the last nine years this 
total has been doubled, and there are now more than a thou- 
sand carts and waggons in the colony. The principal exports 
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are mandioca, flour, tobacco, butter, lard, beans, sugar, and 
tum. The annual production of butter is estimated at about 
1,000,000 Ibs. Nearly 8,000,000 cigars are manufactured, and 
a considerable quantity of tobacco in bales is exported to Ham- 
burg and Bremen. 

Mr. Beaumont in the report says: —“‘ The day following our 
arrival we were taken for a long drive by the German Consul, 
Herr Salinger, the Government Inspector, and Herr Petersen, 
who is one of the four German deputies to the State Congress. 
Though we started at 8 a.m., it was not till nearly midnight 
that we returned to our hotel, without having seen, we were 
told, a half of the whole colony. 

“The air of prosperity which prevails is very striking. Every 
cottage has a modest farmyard, well supplied with poultry, 
pigs, and sometimes cattle. We visited a sugar mill where the 
cane had just been crushed. It is worked entirely by a German 
and his family. He has about 15 acres under cane, and 
produces between 80 and 120 ewts. of sugar a year, which he 
can sell for about 20 milreis or 13s. 6d. a ewt., and 3,000 litres 
of cachaca (rum), worth about 120 reis or 1d. a litre. This rum 
when matured is sold in the towns at about 5d. a quart bottle. 

“Oranges are so plentiful that after being used to feed the 
pigs, they still remain rotting on the ground or on the trees. 
Pine-apple plants and lemon trees are frequently used for 
fencing, and give an idea of the luxuriance of the vegetation. 

“Brusque, an adjoining colony also German, has about 
10,000 inhabitants. There were formerly some English colonists 
at Brusque, but only two families now remain. So far, English 
colonists have been a failure in Brazil, the reason being partly 
that they have not generally been drawn from the right classes, 
and have come in insufficient numbers at a time without proper 
organisation, partly also perhaps because they lack the peculiar 
adaptability of the German character to accommodate itself to 
new institutions and strange surroundings. A Bradford weaver 
set to clear a patch of semi-tropical forest would certainly find 
the occupation uncongenial, and might well be discouraged. 
The labour of clearing is very great on account of the denseness 
of the virgin vegetation, but the richness of the soil thus cleared 
amply rewards the labourer, and the German colonist nearly 
always prefers a forest allotment to meadow land.”—(Foreign 


Office, Miscellaneous Series, 493.) 


THe “Matré” ok Paracuay Tea INDUSTRY IN SOUTHERN BRAZIL. 


A report on the commerce, &c., of the three Southern States 
of Brazil, recently received at the Foreign Office, speaks of the 
industry connected with the cultivation of “herva matté,” per- 
* better known as Paraguay tea. 

urityba is the centre of the “ matté” industry, which employs 


| 
| 

| 
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19 mills in the town and suburbs. The preparation, though 
simple, is all done by machinery. The raw material arrives in 
sacks of about 1 cwt. from the interior. 

At the mill the leaves and finer stems are separated and 
ground to dust of various fineness. The thicker stems serve as 
fuel. The Argentines prefer dust “ matté,” and as they suck it 
through a “bombilla” are not inconvenienced by the floating 
particles ; but there is no reason why it should not be prepared 
in the leaf like tea. The decoction has a greenish colour. The 
taste is agreeable, but not so aromatic as tea. 

It is stated that “ matté” is peculiarly sustaining; that it is a 
digestive nerve tonic and cure for sleeplessness. The “ Gauchos ” 
of Rio Grande, Uruguay, and Argentina are the chief con- 
sumers, and will do a hard day’s work with no other nourish- 
ment. 

One of the mills employs about 30 men, and when in 
full work the daily output is between 80 and 90 barrels 
of about 250 lbs. The dried leaves and twigs, as they 
arrive unprepared from the interior, cost on an average 
18 milreis, or 8s. 8d. a cwt., and the price prepared at Curityba 
averages 23 milreis, or about 15s. 6d. a cwt. The retail price at 
Buenos Ayres varies from 20s. to 50s. a ewt. 

Mr. Carneiro, the proprietor of the above mill, is en- 
deavouring to create a market for “matté” in Europe, 
and stated that duties, freight, &c., paid, it can be sold 
in France at 1 franc a kilo. An agent has already been 
secured at Paris, and another in London. If “ matté” drinking 
ever becomes popular in Europe, it will be more probably 
among the labouring classes, on account of its cheapness and 
sustaining qualities—(Foreign Office, Miscellaneous Series, 493.) 


REGULATIONS FOR THE Rep Sea Pitcriu TRarric. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a copy of the “General Instructions issued by the Indian 
Government for Pilgrims to the Hedjaz, and a Manual for the 
Guidance of Officers and others concerned in the Red Sea 
Pilgrim Traffic.” 

The above may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall Gardens, S.W., 
any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


Bay Surprrne in 1898. 
The figures in the following tables are taken from statistics” 
received at the Foreign Office from H.M. Consul at Lourengo 
Marques (Delagoa Bay). 


4 
| 
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A.—Direct Trade in British Vessels from and to Great Britain and 
British Colonies (with cargoes and in ballast). 


No. of vessels. Tons. 
Entered 235 456,271 
Cleared 227 459,480 
Total 462 915,751 


B.—Indirect or Carrying Trade in British Vessels from and to other 


Countries. 
Entered, Cleared, Total, 
From and to 
No. Tons, No. | Tons. No. Tons 
Portuguese ports... 41 47,686 49 51,786 90 99,472 
French... ne 3 2,723 1 559 4 3,282 
Dutch —_ — 1 1,763 1 1,763 
Spanish _ ae 1 2,198 1 2,198 
Total whl, 46 50,409 52 56,306 96 106,715 


Dirricutties oF Lanpinc CarGcors at Watrisu Bay. 


The Board of Trade have received information through the 
Foreign Office concerning the difficulties of landing cargo at 
the British possession of Walfish Bay, in Damaraland 
(South-West Africa). A recent steamer from Hamburg dis- 
charged her Walfish Bay consignment, about 12 tons, mostly 
sugar and grain, into the one lighter. The wind blowing 
strongly from the S.W., a choppy sea was running alongside 
the steamer, and the cargo was materially damaged by the sea 
breaking into the lighter, some of it being entirely unmer- 
chantable. No one, as representing the owner, was in charge 
of the lighter, which was borrowed by the steamer to take the 
goods. This appears to be the first instance of cargo being 
damaged at Walfish Bay in discharging, from a boat shipping 
water, and is a vivid illustration of the disadvantages the port 
suffers from in not having suitable cargo boats in competent 
hands for the discharge of ocean-going steamers. 
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XVIII.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 


SHIPPING THROUGH THE SvrEz CANAL. 


The “Canal de Suez Bulletin” recently published tables 
showing that the total number of vessels passing through the 
canal in the month of November last was 266, of a gross tonnage 
of 985,249 tons. 

Of these 266 vessels, 178 were British, with a gross tonnage 
of 692,754 tons; 31 German, 127,570 tons; 17 French, 73,115 
tons; 16 Dutch, 45, 215 tons; 6 Japanese, 34,658 tons; 7 
Austro-Hungarian, 29,342 tons; 4 Italian, 13,491 tons; 2 
Russian, 8,943 tons; 1 Spanish, 4,962 tons; 1 Danish, 4,460 
tons; 2 Ottoman, 2,292 tons; and 1 Swedish, 428 tons. 


Propvuction oF Coat 1n Canapa IN 1898. 


Operations in the Maritime Province coal fields have been 
fairly active in 1898. The approximate output of the Dominion 
Coal Company’s mines for the year was 1,135,200 tons, com- 
pared with 1,251,295 tons in 1897, an increase for 1898 of 
116,095 tons. The approximate shipments for 1898 were 
1,228,241 tons, compared with 1,122,741 tons in 1897, an in- 
crease of 105,500 tons. Some of the collieries produced enor- 
mous outputs during different months of the year. In six 
months Dominion No. 1 pit raised over 250,000 tons; Reserve, 
180,000 tons; and Caledonian, 200,000. New machinery has 
been added in different collieries and the shipping facilities 
greatly improved the past year. The returns of the smaller 
producers, which will add to the total output of Nova Scotia, 
are not yet published, but the Acadia mines, the Joggins mines, 
and the Spring Hill mines have been fairly busy. 

According to the “Monetary Times” of Toronto, the past 
year has witnessed a marked increase in the production of coal 
on the Canadian Pacific Coast. The output of coal there has 
surpassed all previous records, amounting to over 1,125,000 
tons. For the first time, too, the product of Vancouver Island 
mines has been supplemented by deliveries from newly-opened 
fields in the Crow’s Nest district. These latter supplies will 
increase with the development of the Crow’s Nest field, which is 
being most energetically undertaken. The increased business 
done in British Columbia has afforded an outlet for the 
larger production. There has also been a much _ better 
market in California. San Francisco supplies of Australian and 
English household grades are almost nl, as the high inward 
freights from those sections have almost prohibited their im- 
portation. The deliveries there of English and Australian were 
over 112,000 tons less in 1898 than in the year previous. This 
deficiency was almost entirely made good by the increase from 
British Columbia of about 93,000 tons. 
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Imports oF ConDENSED OR PresERVED Mitx into Britisu 
CotoniEs AND Possessions. 


The following statement, showing the total quantities and 
value of condensed or preserved milk imported into the’ under: 
mentioned British colonies and possessions in the year 1897, ‘has 
a prepared at the Commercial Department of the Board of 
Trade : — 


Colonies and Possessions. Quantities. Value. 
ndia see see tee eel 
‘Ceylon... vis coe 85,369 6,633 
Australasia :— 
New South Wales 8,077,687 63,429 
South Australia, except Northern Territory ... 866,376 15,983 
Do. . Northern Territory ... eee 49,016 1,044 
packages. 
Western Australia ... 91,802 .73,799 
Queensland ... 1,898,986 28,253 
New Zealand one 782,622 15,332 
Cape of Good Hope __... 10,004,516 174,247 
Dominion of Canada (c) 624,149 10,768 


Tue Toronto Hoc-Pacxinc Inpustry. 


The hog-packing industry is not among the least important 
in Toronto. In addition to the concerns which undertake hog- 
killing and their manufacture into pork products, there is the im- 
portant winter packing trade, which confines itself to the cutting 
and preparation of dressed hogs for the market. The “ Monetary 
Times” states that this latter mode of pecking is by many con- 
sidered not economical, and predictions have been made that it 
must shortly disappear before the competition of the packers 
who operate upon live hogs. The results of the present year 
are not, however, calculated to confirm this contention. The 
receipts of dressed hogs have been heavier than for years past, 
and it is estimated that fully 75,000 dressed hogs will have been 
turned into products before the season has closed. This repre- 
sents an output valued at 140,000/. to 150,000/. Although the 
annual receipts of dressed hogs at Toronto are usually large, 
several causes have contributed to more than average deliveries 


NoTE.—Conversions from local currency into £ sterling have been made for 
Ceylon at 1s. 33d. the rupee, and for Canada at 4s. 173d. the dollar. 

(a) And 5-dozen packages, the value of which is included above, 

(6) Including compounds of milk. 

(¢) For the twelve months ended 3¢th June, 1897. 
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this year. Farmers received last year good prices for hogs, and 
have turned increased attention to the industry. The packers 
of live hogs have recently become very severe in their selection 
of hogs, and many farmers have preferred to kill their own 
being assured of a fair price for the round lot. 

As a result of the larger receipis, the average price paid for 
dressed hogs in 1898 has been Is. 8d. to 2s. ld. per ewt. less 
than a year ago. Although the total pack of pork products has 
been large, much of the increase has been in export cuts, and 
with the improved demand in the home market, the pack suit- 
able to the Canadian market should not be in excess of its 
requirements. The above account of production is, of course, 
confined to the winter packers. In a large Toronto live hog- 
packing concern the pack to 1st March was expected to amount 
to 300,000 hogs, a large proportion of the output being ex- 
ported to the United Kingdom. It will be seen that the live 
hog-packing industry is of much more importance than that of 
the winter packing, and although the latter will doubtless be 
continued for many years, the tendency of the trade favours the 
factory that conducts all the processes of preparing hogs for 
the market. 


Tuer Canapian Woop-Ftiovur Inpvustry. 


The “Canadian Gazette” reports that, in view of the in- 
quiries from a number of parties in the Dominion who are 
inclined to go into the wood-flour trade, the High Commis- 
sioner has caused further investigation to be made into the 
question of the supply and demand, which he has embodied in 
an interesting letter to the Dominion Minister of Trade and 
Commerce. 

It appears that wood-flour, or “ wood meal,” is used to some 
extent as an absorbent for nitro-glycerine in the manufacture 
of various explosives, and a finer grade is also required for the 
manufacture of a certain kind of linoleum, known as “ inlaid.” 
The consumption of wood meal in the explosive business is 
estimated to amount to about 700 tons per annum. The follow- 
ing specification for the product is in aecordance with the re- 
quirements of one of the largest European factories :— 

“The wood meal must be made from white wood free from 
resin. Chemicals, or any other purifying agents for bleaching 
purposes must not be used in its manufacture. The wood meal 
must be free from impurities, special care being taken that no 
nails or other scraps of metal are present in it. The moisture 
in the wood meal must not exceed 5 per cent. The wood meal 
must be ground to such a degree that it will pass through a 
sieve of 50 meshes to the lineal inch, but not more than one- 
third through one of 100 meshes. The wood meal must not be 
exposed to acid fumes, nor be over-heated in drying, so as to 
enable it to pass through the British Government heat test for 
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the detection of slight traces of vinegar or other acid or objec- 
tionable volatile matter. The price paid: in Scotland is 
4]. 3s. 10d. per ton, delivered at factory. Nhe price in Germany, 
is 6.50 marks per 100 kilos. The factories seem all to have in- 
variably obtained their supplies locally.” 

Wood-flour for explosive purposes is only made from soft 
woods, and the price usually paid her is about 4/. 10s. per 
ton of 2,240 pounds (London or Liverpool). Stout canvas bags 
containing about 2 ewt. each are used for packing. Great stress 
is laid upon the necessity for the wood-flour intended for the 
explosives trade being quite free from grit, and in a dry, finely- 
divided condition. It should also be very low in resins, and at 
the same time free from acid. 

The demand for this product in the linoleum trade is variously 
estimated at from 1,200 tons per annum in the United Kingdom 
increasing one. As stated previously, wood-flour is only utilised 
to 50 to 60 tons per week. The demand is quite likely to be an 
for one particular kind of linoleum. It must be finely ground, 
white in colour, and light in weight. The price obtainable 
largely depends upon the quality, for while one well-known 
firm places it at 3/. 10s. per ton, delivered, others say that 
orders have been placed at 3J. 


Trave or Natat 1898. rer 

The “Natal Mercury” publishes statistics supplied by the 
Collector of Customs, giving the following comparative state- 


ment of the value of imports and exports and Customs revenue 
for the years 1897 and 1898 :— 


— 1897. 1898, 

£ 

5,323,216 
Exports 

Colonial eee ese 727,294 1,029,989 

Non-Colonial ... 876,415 1,181,397 
Total Exports £ 1,621,932 2,202,021 
Total Trade ... & 7,605,521 7,525,237 
Customs Revenue ... eat Sen & 386,637 466,234 


Propuction or Ruopesia. 
According +o “ in Johannesburg, the 
hodesia up to 3lst December, 1898, 
D2 


total production of gold in 


852 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [ Mar. 1899 


was 25,254 ozs. The production for last December only was 
6,257 ozs. 


Tue Export or Frencu Corron Prece-coops To MaApAGascar. 


A correspondent of the “ Economiste Frangais,”’ of the 18th 
February last, calls attention to a remarkable increase in the 
value of the exports of cotton piece-goods of French manufac- 
ture to Madagascar in the year 1898, as compared with 1897, 
an increase which he attributes in his letter to the protective 
tariff in force in that island. 

The figures quoted are as follows :— 


Value of the Exports of French Cotton Piece Goods to Madagascar. 


_ Cotton piece-goods, plain twills and drills. 1897. 1898. 
£ £ 

Bleached, or manufactured of white yarn ... 6,960 42,480 
Manufactured of dyed yarn ... oon ons 16 280 

27,616 220,480 


TRADE OF VICTORIA. 


The Melbourne “Journal of Commerce” gives the pre- 
liminary trade returns of Victoria for 1898 as issued by the 
Department of Trade and Customs. The following are the 
aggregate totals of imports and exports as compared with the 
year 1897 :— 


Imports. Exports. 
1897. 1898. 1897, 1898. 
£ £ 
Merchandise... ..| 13,347,393 | 14,059,214 | 10,264,879 9,925,950 
Bullion and Specie 2,107,089 2,709,690 6,474,791 5,946,296 
Total 15,454,482 | 16,768,904 | 16,739,670 | 15,872,246 


A German-Russian Trapinc Company. 


It appears from the “Mittheilungen der Bundes (stereichscher 
Industrieller” that a German-Russian trading company is to 
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be organised in such a way as to have a central office in Moscow 
as well as in Berlin. The managers of these central offices have 
to be trained commercial men, and equally competent in the 
two languages. The great object of appointing these managers 
is to have some one on. the spot in either capital who can com- 
municate information to the members of the company, and 
give their travellers exact news of what is going on on the 
spot. There is to be a double presidency at the head of the 
company, a Russian chairman and a German one, who will 
appoint delegates and act in unison. The expenses will be 
refunded out of the subscriptions of members, who will be 
repaid by the power of applying to the central offices, without 
further charge, for details of every description regarding mer- 
cantile and commercial affairs, for the inspection of samples, 
for particulars of prices, and in case of anes arising be- 
tween clients, an attempt will be made to settle these disputes, 
without having recourse to law, by gratis arbitration at the 
central office. The German members will be given every facility 
in corresponding with the Russian members, and vice versd. 


New Patent Law 1n 


~The “New York Engineering and Mining Journal” reports 
that, on 1st January last, a new patent law came into force in 
Austria, which is a departure from the old one. Heretofore 
every invention that claimed a patent was patented without 
any examination on the part of the authorities, and it was left 
to those whose interests were at stake to dispute the novelty of 
the invention in the courts. By the new law all inventions for 
which patents are asked are laid before the Patents Board, 
which consists of engineers and lawyers, and one of the five 
departments of the Board is instructed to examine whether the 
invention is indeed new. If this is found to be the case, the 
invention is announced in the “Journal for Patents,” and a 
description of the new invention is exhibited during two months 
in the Patents Board’s public rooms. Here every one can study 
the new invention, and dispute the inventor’s right to a patent 
before he gets it. This difficulty in obtaining a patent is com- 
pensated for by a better protection of the invention when the 
patent has been granted. Tampering with a patent is regarded 
as a serious offence, for which fines from 500 to 2,000 florins 
are imposed, or imprisonment for periods varying between three 
months and a year. Patents are to be void if the inventor 
allows three years to elapse without having put the invention 
into practical use. 


TRADE WITH THE LEvaANT IN 1898. 


The members of the Central Union of German Merchants 
have had their attention closely drawn to the prospects of trade 
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in the Levant, to which the visit of the Kaiser to Jerusalem 
gave a marked stimulus. In 1895 the German exports to Tur- 
key amounted in value to 39 millions of marks, the highest 
figure which has been reached. In 1896 it went back to 28 
millions of marks, rising in 1897 to 30°9 millions. This pro- 

ress has been sustained in 1898. The German export to 

urkey in the eight most important articles, compared with the 
exports in 1897, has been as follows :— 


1897. 1898. 


Metric Millions of Metric 


Centners. Marks. Centners. 
‘Woollen cloth ... ove 5,221 3-4 6,296 
Half-silk goods ... oak 1,024 2-4 1,208 
Cotton yarns... 4,738 17 5,494 
Cotton hosiery ... sie ake ~ 2,390 13 2,852 
Woollen hosiery... ove ove oon 1,553 13 2,443 
Common hardware... 17,452 13 20,146 
Cartridges, &c. ... ses ove ose 3,518 1 6,398 
Fine hardware ... 4,807 0-9 6,280 


Although in all branches of export trade there is shown a 
very large advance in amount, the increase in value is only a 
few millions of marks, which arises from the fact that almost 
all the great advance in sales has taken place in less important 
places. 


The export to Egypt, too, has increased, as is shown by the 
following figures :— 


1897. 1898. 
Metric Millions of Metric 
Centners. Marks. Centners. 
Woollen cloths ... 2,064 13 6,296 
Half-silk goods ... 88 0-2 1,208 
Cotton yarns... 1,588 06 1,818 
Cotton hosiery ... 6389 0-4 883 
Faience, several colours rn sts 4,128 0:3 10,991 
Common hardware... 12,459 0-9 20,146 
Bottled beer... 7,348 0-2 8,139 
Silver, minted ... 149°96 11 244°08 
Railway rails... out 60,265 06 21,278 


There is a decline only in rails, and in every other case an 
increase which is relatively larger than that in the trade with 
Turkey. 


Mar. 1899.] GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 355 


WInpMILLs ror Syria. 


According to the “Canadian Manufacturer,” a Turkish 
official of high rank in the Aleppo province of Syria has in- 
formed the United States Consul at Alexandretta, that he had 
ordered, conditionally, a number of windmills from the United 
States for irrigation purposes. He seems very confident that a 
large demand can be created for these articles, and the Consul 
suggests to manufacturers that it would be of advantage to 
investigate the subject. 

The market for windmills can, he thinks, be enlarged con- 
siderably beyond the Aleppo province. The large plains of 
the Adana vilayet, which are devoted to agriculture, should 
furnish a fine opportunity. 

Any firm desiring to build up this trade in Syria would 
have to send an agent with practical knowledge of the working 
of the machines, and be prepared to furnish duplicate parts and 
render assistance in cases of small accidents, which, in the 
absence of such aid, would be regarded as fatal by the agri- 
culturists and speedily ruin all hope of extension of the trade. 
This condition was regarded as so important that upon its. 
acceptance depended a large order. 


New Service or STEAMERS BETWEEN THE MEDITERRANEAN 
AnD New York. 


The Navigazione Generale Italiana will, according to the 
“Manufacturer,” organise a new line from New York to the 
Mediterranean, beginning in March, 1899. The first steamer,. 
the “Sempione,” 1,946 tons, was to leave New York on 4th 
March, and will be followed by the steamship “Archemede,” on 
3rd April, for Genoa and ie i taking cargo also for Mediter- 
ranean, Adriatic, Black Sea, Red Sea, and Oriental ports. The 
service will at first be a monthly one, but as soon as four fine 
new twin-screw steamers, for which contracts have been let, are 
completed, the time between sailings will be reduced to a fort- 
night and possibly to a week. It will be the only Italian steam- 
ship line between the Mediterranean and New York. The 
Navigazione Generale Italiana is the leading steamship com- 
pany of Italy, and has a fleet of 105 steamers. 


Rvusser CurtivaTion 1n Mexico. 


The Mexican Tropical Planters’ Company has issued a pam- 
phlet in which the statement is made that experiments have 
conclusively demonstrated that the cultivation of the rubber 
tree, peculiar to Mexico and Central America (Castilloa elastica), 
1s perfectly feasible ; also, that after the seventh or eighth year 
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a sufficient quantity may be annually extracted to make the 
investment an extremely profitable one. About 200 trees can 
‘be properly accommodated on an acre of ground, each tree 
-yielding from 1 to 2 ds of rubber annually, with a value 
of 2s. 6d. to 2s. 11d. per pound. The cost of gathering 
and preparing is slight, and, after adding freight to the 
market, 2s. ld. per pound net may be safely calculated on, 
giving, therefore, net returns to the planter of 20/. to 40. 
per acre. The-tree will continue to grow larger, with an in- 
creased yield each year, and a plantation fifteen years’ old should 
‘yield an average of 5 pounds per tree. No doubt the long time 
required before returns can be expected will deter some from 
planting rubber, but, while it requires patient waiting, it is 
likewise the safest of all crops. : 


Tue Corree Crop or NicaRAGva. 


The Nicaragua coffee crop, whichis now being gathered, pro- 
mises to yield only about one-half the usual quantity of berries. 
The “Manufacturer” states that labourers are asking high 
prices, and are indisposed to work, so that the outlook is not 
an encouraging one. The sugar crop is reported to have been 
greatly injured by late rains. 


GeRMAN TRADE AND CaPITAL IN ARGENTINA. 


There is not the least doubt that German trade and capital 
is rapidly increasing in Argentina. The “ Review of the River 
Plate” states that, during the past year several large German 
industrial companies have been established in Buenos Ayres, 
and it is said that the German shipping companies intend to 
increase their fleets between Europe and the Plate. The Ham- 
burg South American line has, during the past few years, 
changed nearly all its material, replacing it with steamers of 
6,500 to 7,000 tons, fitted with every comfort, and specially 
built for going up to San Nicolas and Rosario. The same 
company now has four steamers of 7,000 tons under construc- 
tion. It is reported that the company has resolved to 
start weekly sailings between Hamburg and Buenos Ayres. 
Up to date there have been three per month. The company has 
also established a special line between Hamburg and Bahia 
Blanca. The Freitas line of Hamburg has also under con- 
struction three splendid steamers of 4,000 to 5,000 tons for the 
River Plate cattle trade. They will have a capacity for 800 
steers and 2,000 wethers. Four new passenger steamers of 
8,000 tons are also under construction. The Hamburg American 
line, which runs between Genoa and the River Plate, is also 
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constructing new vessels, some of which will come to the River 
Plate. This increased competition may perhaps lead to quicker 
journeys between Buenos Ayres and England. 


TRADE AND REVENUE OF THE TRANSVAAL IN 1898. 


According to. figures which have been published in the 
Pretoria “ Press,” the total Customs revenue of the Transvaal 
Republic for the year 1898 may be given in round numbers as 
1,058,400/., or about a quarter of a million short of the esti- 
mated revenue, as against 1,289,000/. in 1897, which was only 
11,0007. short of the departmental estimate. 

With regard to the value of the trade of the Republic in 1898, 
the Cape Colony leads in over-sea importations, whilst the 
heaviest South African purchases are made in Natal. The 
comparative figures are as follows :— 


1898, 1897. 
Imported via Natal 1,600,000 2,330,000 
Purchased in Natal 1,220,000 1,280,000 
Imported rid Cape Colony 2,870.000 4,134,000 
Purchased in Cape Colony... 1.110,000 1,420,000 
Imported vid Delagoa .... ove 1,580,000 2,658,000 
Purchased in Delagoa 520,000 811,000 


The above figures, of course, are no guide as to the earnings 
of the different railway systems connected with the Republic. 
Railway revenue is detcmtined by the amount of tonnage 
carried over the lines, and the bulk of the traffic in heavy goods. 
comes v4 Delagoa Bay and Durban. In connection with the 
purchases from the province of Mozambique, it may be men- 
tioned that the Customs revenue is practically nil. The bulk. 
of the trade is made up of liquor and other local products, and 
by reason of the Treaty of Amity and Commerce with Portugal. 
these are admitted into the Republic duty free. 


REGULATIONS FOR COMMERCIAL TRAVELLERS IN PERSIA. 


The “Journal de la Chambre de Commerce de Constanti- 
‘ nople” states that commercial travellers in Persia are not 
obliged to take out a licence, the only formality they have to 
undergo being the production of a passport properly authorised 
by official representatives of the Persian Government in other 
countries. 

With regard to samples, these have to pay duty except where 
too small to have a market value. Samples of piece-goods, not 
more than 30 centimetres in length, are admitted free. 


| 
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The importation of firearms is prohibited in Persia, and 


samples of these goods can only be admitted by express authority 
of the Shah. 


Tue Bariey Crop or JApPAn. 


The barley crop is said to have been unusually good in 1898. 
The “Kokumin” gives the following figures :— 


Barley crop. 
Year. 
Number of acres Produce in 
under cultivation. koku.* 

1895 ous 4,429,059 19,526,123 


The average area under cultivation is taken as 4,371,775 
acres, and the average yield 17,914,906 koku. 


New SvupMarine CaBLe In JAPANESE WATERS. 
The Board of Trade have received through the Foreign Office 


notice that a submarine cable has been laid between Kuzuha, 
Moji, Kikiu District, Buzen Province, Fukuoka Prefecture, and 
Deshimochi, Hikojima Village, Toyoura District, Yamaguchi 
Prefecture (Japan). 

A chart of the district may be seen by those interested at the 
Commercial Department of the Board of Trade, 7, Whitehall 


Gardens, S.W., any day between the hours of 11 a.m. and 
5 p.m. 


* Koku = 4°629 bushels. 
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XIX.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF THE 
CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 


Dundee.—The usual monthly meeting of the directors of the 
Dundee Chamber of Commerce was held on 2nd March last, Mr. 
J. C. Methven, president, in the chair. The resolution of the 
Committee of the Dundee and District Spinners and Manu- 
facturers’ Association on the subject of employment in mills 
and factories during meal hours was considered. It was agreed 
to act on the request of the association, and the secretary was 
instructed to prepare a representation to the Home Secretary 
on the subject. The report of the Executive Council of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce to be presented to the annual 
meeting in London was submitted. It was arranged that the 
Chamber should be represented by the President, Vice-Presi- 
dent, ex-President, and Secretary, and that the members of 
Parliament for the city should be invited to be present ‘on 
behalf of the Chamber. 

Leeds.—The monthly meeting of the Leeds Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on 28th February, the President (Mr. E. Mathe- 
son) in the chair. 

A letter was received from Mr. O. Connellan, secretary of the 
Leeds Trades and Labour Council, in reference to the sug- 
gested formation of an arbitration committee under the Work- 
men’s Compensation Act. The Council of the Chamber, how- 
ever, considered that, in view of different interpretations that 
had been put upon the Act, and the numerous cases now under 
appeal, it would be advisable not to take any steps at present, 
and the secretary was asked to write to Mr. Connellan to that 
effect. 

The Liverpool Chamber wrote suggesting that, having regard 
to the inconvenience experienced during severe gales through 
the interruption of the telegraphic service, it would be advis- 
able to approach the Government with a view to the wires being 
placed underground. The Leeds Chamber were asked if they 
would be prepared to join in making any representation to the 
Government. <A reply will be sent that the Leeds Chamber will 
be willing to take part in a general movement. 

The President, Mr. J. W. Willans, Mr. G. R. Portway, and 
Mr. M. Zossenheim, were appointed delegates to the annual 
meeting of the Associated Chambers in London. The Council 
went through the agenda of that meeting, and decided how the 
votes of the Leeds Chamber should be given on various resolu- 
tions. 

Other matters referred to were electrical power stations, 
municipal trading, illicit commissions in trading, and prosecu- 
tions under the Merchandise Marks Act. 

Liverpool—The monthly meeting of the Liverpool Chamber 
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of Commerce was held on 1st March last at Exchange Buildings, 
Mr. F. C. Danson presiding. 

The question of municipal trading had been brought before 
the Council by the London Chamber of Commerce, and the fol- 
lowing resolution was passed, and forwarded to all the M.P.’s 
who are honorary members of the Council, viz. :—‘“‘ That in the 
opinion of this Chamber the scope and sphere of municipal 
enterprise in opposition to and exclusion of private enterprise 
should be oa Be and that, with this object in view, the Cham- 
ber considers it desirable that the whole question should be 
referred to a joint committee of both Houses of Parliament.” 
The London Chamber had since written that the proposal for 
the formation of such a committee was receiving favourable 
consideration. 

From the proceedings of the General Trade Committee it 
appeared that the following subjects had been dealt with :— 

Since the last meeting of the Council replies had been re- 
ceived from the following Chambers of Commerce, saying that 
they have supported, by similar resolutions and otherwise, the 
resolution of the Liverpool Chamber recommending the Govern- 
ment to take over the telephone system of the country, viz. :— 
The Chambers of Commerce of Edinburgh, Croydon, Dewsbury, 
Plymouth, Bradford, Newport, Lincoln, Swansea, Birmingham, 
Nottingham, North Staffordshire, and Batley. 

The opinion of Belgian shippers had been taken as far as 
possible as to what cause should be adopted by the Chamber 
with regard to the proposal of the Belgian Government to sus- 
pend the present method of Customs pre-emption, and to 
appoint a board to decide all disputes as to the value of goods 
subject to ad valorem duty. As a result of the investigations 
made into the matter, it was resolved to approach the Foreign 
Office again on the subject. 

The President of the Board of Trade wrote that the resolution 
of the Chamber with a view to the reconstruction of lighthouse 
boards so as to admit of proper representation of shipping in- 
terests thereon would have his consideration. 

The Hull Chamber of Commerce had written suggesting that 
the subjects dealt with in the memorial of the Liverpool Cham- 
‘ber, sent to Lord Curzon prior to his departure for India, should 
be considered by the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 

Other subjects mentioned were trade with the Hawaiian 
Islands, underground telegraph wires, foreign versus British 
sailors, and the Corrupt Practices Bill. 

At a meeting of the African trade section of the Liverpool 
Chamber of Commerce held recently, under the chairmanship 
of Mr. Alfred L. Jones, the question of the duty leviable at the 
Gold Coast on rubber imported by sea into the colony came 
under discussion. From correspondence with the Colonial 
Office it appears that imports into the colony by sea are liable 
to a 10 per cent: ad valorem duty, but it has been represented 
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to the Colonial Office that if this duty is collected on rubber, 
the result will be that the article will be shipped direct from 
the foreign ports adjacent. to the Gold Coast Colony to the Con- 
tinent, and that both the produce and the trade in rubber 
collected in the foreign West African possessions will be lost 
to the markets of the United Kingdom. 

Much correspondence has taken place between the Commit- 
tee of the Section and the Sierra Leone Chamber of Commerce 
on the subject of the provision of warehouse accommodation 
for goods in bond, after the date of the relinquishment by the 
Colonial Government of their present bonded warehouse system. 
The Sierra Leone Chamber advocates the restoration of the 
Government warehouse and certain additions to the present 
accommodation, and the Committee of the Section have agreed 
to support the proposals of the Sierra Leone Chamber in the 
interests of smaller importers in the colony, who would be the 
“i sufferers by the abolition of the Government bonded ware- 

ouse. 

A letter was read from the Sierra Leone Chamber of Com- 
merce, handing copy of a proclamation issued by the Governor 
of Sierra Leone, granting a general amnesty and pardon to all 
persons recently none in acts of armed rebellion within the 
colony and protectorate, provided that such persons shall not 
have been actual participators in the murders of the late Rev. 
W. J. Humphrey, and the Chiefs of Port Lokoh and Masimra. 
The Committee of the Section expressed their satisfaction at the 
step taken, as being calculated to promote the repacification of 
the Sierra Leone territories. 

The other business included Liberian statistics, furnished ky 
Mr. Ellis Edwards, Liberian Consul at Liverpool, showing that. 
the produce shipped at Harper and Sinoe, ports of Liberia, was 
chiefly sent to Giatinental ports on account of lack of facilities 
for sending it to Liverpool. Also papers relating to the Kroo 
Labour Question, and to the preparation of rubber at the West 
Coast. 

Nottingham.—A monthly meeting of the Council of the Not- 
tingham Chamber of Commerce was held at the Exchange on 
6th March last, under the presidency of Mr. J. W. Davy, the 
chairman (Mr. F. Acton) being unable to attend. 

Mr. Carver said that since the last meeting the Foreign 
Trade Committee had had under their consideration a com- 
munication from a’ Mr. H. H. Marks with reference to the 
present consular service in Nottingham, and had resolved io 
reply to the effect that they saw no reason to doubt that the 
present consular reports answered all purposes. Great improve- 
ments had taken place in the service, Mr. Carver observed, and 
he believed that when the recommendations of the committee 
appointed to consider the matter had been fully carried out they 
would have such a service as would compare with any in the 
country. 
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The resolutions to be brought before the Associated Chambers 
of Commerce at the annual meetings next week were considered. 
Messrs. F'. Acton, J. Wright, B. F. Stiebel, and G. Wigley 
were appointed delegates to attend the meetings. 

Sheffield—At a recent meeting of this Chamber, the Secre- 
tary called attention to a paragraph in the annual report of the 
Chamber to the effect that there was hope of better treatment 
of steels exported to France, under the value of 50 francs per 
hundred kilos., in consequence of a circular which had been 
sent out by the chief of the French Customs in August last, 
telling the Customs officials that they were to pay proper atten- 
tion to certificates of origin and not to apply expertise unless 
there was grave doubt that a wrong was being done. It 
appeared, however, from reports made to the Council this hope 
was not being realised, and expertise was being applied with- 
out discrimination. As suggested at the annual meeting, a 
small committee consisting of the president, Mr. Beardshaw, 
and Mr. H. H. Bedford had considered the matter, and a case, 
where not only had there been a certificate of origin sent with 
the goods, but upon their detention at Boulogne a further certi- 
ficate of the French Vice-Consul, who had inspected the ex- 
ay firm’s books and found the figures were quite correct, had 

en selected, and full particulars of it given to the Foreign 
Office in order that this particularly flagrant case should be 
brought under the notice of the French Government, with all 
particulars to enable them to identify it. 

Certain samples having been sent home by Mr. Worthington, 
the Government special commissioner, in illustration of his 
reports on the general prospects of British trade in Chile and 
‘Argentina, and Mr. Garland, a member of the Council, having 
been requested by a previous meeting of the Council to inspect 
them, now reported that the goods, so far as they were interest- 
ing to this district, consisted of pen and pocket knives and 
scissors, which were of very poor quality, priced at an extremely 
low figure, and which were manufactured in Germany. Mr. 
Garland reported further that he did not think articles of this 
class could be profitably exported from this district, but that 
his inspection induced him to think that better goods sent out 
by Sheffield firms would probably lead to increased trade with 
the South American Republics. 

A letter from the Birmingham Chamber of Commerce in- 
formed the Sheffield Chamber that they understood that income 
tax was now to be collected from agents in New Zealand upon 
profits made on goods supplied by manufacturing or merchant 
houses in this country. Those firms would thus be liable to pay 
double income tax, as the profits would, of course, be taxable 
income on arriving in this country. It was resolved to com- 
municate with the Birmingham Chamber with a view of ascer- 
iaining when these provisions would be enforced, as it was 
understood that up to the present time they were held in 
suspense. 


i 
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The following gentlemen were appointed a deputation to 
represent the Sheffield Chamber at the annual meeting of the 
Associated Chambers of Commerce at the Hotel Metropole, 
London :—The President, the two vice-presidents, Mr. Leader, 
and Mr. Beardshaw, and Messrs. F. Brittain, C. D. Pettinger, 
R. W. Garland, and the secretary. 
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XX.—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Railway and Canal Traffic Acts. Tenth Annual Report of 
the Railway and Canal Commission, with Appendix, 1898. 
(C. 9176.) Price 34d. 

This report of the Commissioners under the Railway and 
Canal Traffic Acts gives a list of the applications made to the 
Court, and of the cases heard during the year 1898. Under the 
Metropolis Water Act, 1897, the Commissioners include in their 
annual report a return of the proceedings taken before them 
under that Act. 

The present return is dated 7th February, 1899. 

2. Commercial Mission to South America. Reports received 
from Mr. T. Worthington, the Special Commissioner appointed 
by the Board of Trade to inquire into and report upon the 
conditions and prospects of British trade in certain South 
American countries. Fourth Report. Brazil (Part I.) (C.9160.) 
Price 3d. 

This is the fourth report prepared by Mr. Worthington, the 
special commissioner appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire 
into the conditions and prospects of British trade in South 
American countries, and contains the first instalment of his 
remarks upon Brazil, under the date of 4th November, 1898. 

Mr. Worthington gives the following statement with regard 
to the export trade of the following countries with Brazil, the 
details having been supplied him by the editor of the 
“ Brazilian Review ” :— 


— 1893. 1894. 1895. 1896. 1897. 


£ £ £ £ £ 
Great Britain ... _ ...{*8,067,768 |*7,826,566 |*7,643,739 |*6,983,046 |*5,696,296 
France ...  ... 4,312,777 | 4,898,894 | 4,777,414 | 4,288,950 | 3,481,154 
Germany 3,832,898 | 8,118,452 | 3,969,371 | 3,126,517 | 2,574,095 
Belgium... ... _...| 1,469,032 | 977,528 | 1,765,101 | 2,234,168 | 1,038,164 
Austria... ... 158,760 | 187,733 | 217,600 | 266,497 | Not stated. 
Italy ... «(Not stated.) 229,260} 628,291 | 536,119 | Not stated. 
Portugal see ens 1,710,666 | 1,454,800 | 1,678,454 | 1,502,748 | 1,251,549 


“United States |. _|..|Not stated| 3,819,258 | 2,905,405 | 2,500,489 | 2,835,934 


Argentine ... _...| 2,290,944 | 2,760,743 | 1,601,773 | 1,947,339 | 1,722,598 
Uruguay... ... «| 1,169,205 | 1,709,558 | 1,464,076 | 1,540,858 | 1,263,390 


Total ... -+-{22,431,050 |26,471,787 |26,651,224 |24,916,726 |19,863,180 


To his present report is attached a memorandum respecting 
national industries in the Rio de Janeiro and San Paulo dis- 
tricts, together with an appendix containing matter of general 
interest. 


* Corrected figures. 

+ The German figures above relate to German products only, all the others 
include re-exports, &c., i.c., they cover the whole of the exports from the countries 
named. 
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For reference to Mr. Worthington’s previous reports see 
“Board of Trade Journal” for December, 1898. 

3. Agreement respecting the admission of Parcels to be de- 
livered free of all charges into the Parcel Post Exchange be- 
tween Great Britain and France. (C. 9118.) Price 1d. 

The following agreement respecting the admission of parcels 
to be delivered free of all charges into the Parcel Post Ex- 
change between Great Britain and France has been arrived 
at:— 

The sender of a parcel from the United Kingdom to France, 
or from France to the United Kingdom, may, if he makes a 
request so to do, take upon himself the payment of all charges 
due upon it in the country of destination, provided that he pays 
in advance sufficient earnest-money to the despatching office. 
The sender must undertake besides to pay on demand the sum 
of the charges in question. 

The sender of a parcel which is to be delivered free of charge 
may be made to pay in advance, in addition to the ordinary 
postage, a special fee not exceeding sixpence (60 centimes). 
This fee will be retained by the office of origin if that office 
decides to levy it. 

Parcels which are to be delivered free of charge must bear 
on the cover, and also on the despatch note, a very conspicuous 
label with the words “ Franc de droit,” or “& remettre francs 
de droits.” 

4. Light Railways Act, 1896. North Sunderland Light Rail- 
way Order. Order made by the Light Railway Commissioners, 
and modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising 
the construction of a Light Railway in the county of Northumber- 
land in eatension of the North Sunderland Railway, and the 
sorting of that Railway as a Light Railway. (C. 9070.) Price 
2d. 


5. Light Railways Act, 1896. Isle of Thanet Light Railways 
Order. Order made by the Light Railway Commissioners, and 
modified and confirmed by the Board of Trade, authorising the 
construction of Light Railways in the Isle of Thanet, in the 
county of Kent. C. 9072.) Price 34d. ‘ 

6. Mines and Quarries. General Report and Statistics of 
1897. Part IV., Colonial and Foreign Statistics. (C. 9187.) 
Price 1s. 7d. 

This is a statement prepared by direction of the Home Secre- 
tary. It contains statistics relating to persons employed, out- 
put, accidents at mines and quarries in the British colonies and 
in foreign countries, and is edited by Mr. C. Le Neve Foster, 
D.Se., F.R.S., one of Her Majesty’s Inspectors of Mines. 

7. Treaty Series, No. 2, 1899. Exchange of Notes extending 
to Cyprus the Provisional Modus Vivendi between the United 
Kingdom and Belgium pending the conclusion of a Treaty of 
Commerce and Navigation between the two Countries. (C. 9127.) 
Price 4d. 


{ 
| 


366 STATISTICAL TABLES. | Mar. 1899. 


XXI—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


I.—ForeEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
Sratement of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Krxepom during the Month and Two Months ended 28th 


February, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of the year 
1898. 


Monty ENDED 281TH Fesruary. 
I. Imports rrom Countries AND BritisH Possessions. 


Month ended 
28th February. 
1899. | 1898, 
£ £ £ £ 
I, Animals, living (for food) . 600,681 | 863,363 _ 262,682 
IL (A;) Articles of food and drink, 
duty free 11,915,481 |71,615,507 | 299,994) — 
(B.) Articles ‘of focd and drink, 
Gutinble =... one | 1,821,205 | 2,050,202 137,997 
dutiable 368,696 | 294,816 68,880 
III. Meta 1,982,379 | 1,645,382 | 336,997| — 
IV. Chemicaie, dyestufts ‘and tanning 
substances . 744,967 | 550,715 | 194,252 
739,383 655,755 £3,628 
VI. materials for textile manu- 
6,276,019 | 7,223,664 o 947,645 
VIL. Raw. for sundry industries 
and manufactures .. 2,926,154 | 2,680,854 245,300 — 
VIII. Manufactured articles -. «+. | 6,808,760 | 6,915,540 ~ 106,780 
IX. (A. articles... eee | 1,312,992 | 1,226,896 86,096 
(B.) Parcel post ove 95,027 139,180 44,153 
Total value ... ... (85,586,694 (35,770,874 184,180 


II. Exports or BritisH anp Irish Propuck anpD MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ 
I, Animals, living par 69,291 81,329 _— 12,038 
II. Articles of food and drink ; bes 769,514 785,138 _ 15,624 
III. Raw materials 1,890,836 | 1,337,303 | 553,533 =_ 


IV. Articles manufactured and partly 
manufactured, viz. :— 

(A.) Yarns and ‘textile fabrics... 8,066,213 | 7,960,608 | 105,605 a 

{B.) Metals and articles manufac- 

tured therefrom (except machinery)| 2,587,965 | 2,366,351 221,614 _ 

(C.) and millwork | 1,878,601 | 1,011,776 | 361,825 


(D.) Ships, New (not registered as 
British) .... | 205,032 | (Not re- | 205,032 
corded.) 
and articles of per- 


812,689 | 763,778 48,911 ~ 

) "Chemicals “and chemical and 
medicinal preparations ... 755,278 | 702,140 53,138 
(G.) All otherarticles, either manu- 
factured or partly 2,669,284 | 2,481,014 | 188,270 
(H.) Parcel post... 182,708 | 152,412 59,291 


Total value... |19,382,406*| 17,641,849 | 1,740,557* 


III. Exports or Foreign anp CoLoniaL Propvuce. 


. £ £ £ £ 
Total value ... ... 5,878,110 | 5,327,537 | 550,578 


* Including the value of new ships, (not registered as British), not recorded prior to 1899. 


4 
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I.—ForEIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED KiInGpoM—continued. 


Two Monras ENDED 28TH FEBRUARY. 
I. Imports rrom Foreign Countries AND British PosseEssions. 


Two months ended 


28th February. 
Increase, | Decrease. 
1899, 1898. 
I, Animals, living (for food) ... «--| 1,211,801 | 1,679,201 _ 467,400 4 


II. “>: :) Articles of food and drink, duty 


-|26,126,762 |24,868,433 | 1,258,329 
(B.) Articles “of food and arin 


dutiable pee ..| 3,538,258 | 4,327,703 789,445 
Tobacco, dutiable_... ...| 782,747 | 658,028 124,719 
III. Metals ... 4,124,709 | 3,424,079 | 700,630 
IV. Chemicals, ‘and tanning 
substan ieee 1,221,766 | 1,061,957 | 159,809 — 
V. Oils eee «| 1,410,737 | 1,366,817 43,920 _ 


VI. Raw materials for textile manufac-| 
tures ..|15,902,528 |15,525,745 | 376,778 _ 
VII. Raw materials for eundry in industries 


and manufactures ...—...| 6,046,545 | 6,257,763 | — 211,218 

VIII. Manufactured articles |13,656,268 | 45,952] — 

IX, (A.) Miscellaneous articles... ...| 2,483,888 | 2,604,110 | 120,277 
(B.) Parcel post 251,899 | 270,061 | 18,662 


Total value... .|76,803,300 |75,700,165 | 1,103,135 


Il. Exports or British anp Irish PropucE AND MANUFACTURE. 


£ £ £ £ 


I. Animals, living 138,684 | 165,056 26,422 
II, Articles of food and drink 1,616,631 | 1,609,292 7,389 
III. Raw materials .. 3,697,541 | 2,884,683 812,858 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly 

manufactured, viz 
(A.) Yarns and textile » fabrics «++/16,615,670 |16,547,966 67,704 _ 


(B.) Metals and articles manufac- 
tured therefrom (except machinery) 5,326,605 | 5,138,942 | 187,663 _ 


(C.) Machinery and millwork «| 2,801,878 | 2,083,557 718,821 _ 
(D.) Ships, new (not registered as (Not re- 
British) 750,222 | corded.) 750,222 _ 


Apparel and articles of ‘personal 


1,722,603 | 1,614,487 | 108,116 — 

) ‘and chemical and 
medicinal preparations... «-| 1,484,452 | 1,425,158 9,294 
(G.) All other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly 5,070,295 195,196 
(H.) Parcel post “ns ove 359,913 333,817 26,096 _ 


| 


III. Exports or ForrigN anp Propvuce. 


£ £ £ £ 
Total value... 10,998,370 |10,010 198 | 988,172 


* Including the value of new ships (not registered as British) not recorded prior to 1899. 
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II.—Corn PRIcEs. 
Return of the Quantities and AveraGe Prices or Britisn 
Corn, Impertat Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. Barley. Oats. 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. bus, Qrs. bus. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 4th February, 1899... ...| 78,556 6 | 86,234 2 | 23,623 6 
» 87,690 8 | 76,698 4 | 22,707 4 
18th ,, » 84,267 6 | «(75,853 2 | 22,483 8 
2th » 69,620 1 | 52,045 0 | 20425 8 
February, 1899... 815,184 0 | 290,827 0 | 89,240 0 
) Corresponding month in 1898 ... ...| 250,450 2 | 292,188 3 | 83,541 4 
” 1897 211,994 0 | 258,651 4 | 67,489 4 
Average Prices. 
Week ended 4th February, 1899... ...| 26 6 7. 2 17 0 
< 18th ,, 26 10 16 11 
February, 1899... © 26 11 16 11 
July 24 3 20 8 
June 2 8 20 8 
April 27 (9 1 2 
March 28 1 17” 9 
21 9 13 68 
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1899, 


Return of the Numpers, Nationauities, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Untrzp Kixepom for Puaces out of 
Evrore during the Month ended 28th February, 1899, and the 
two Months ended 28th February, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding periods of the previous Year. 


Total 
United | British Austral-| of Good | All sags 
-| 0 
Nationalities. States. | America.| asia. | Hope and el Total. sponding 
atal. | P period, 
1898. 
Month ended 28th February, 1899. 


English ... ...| 1,928 594 | 600 929 | 745.| 4,796 | 5,229 
Scotch .. | 289 30 | 104 278 | 152 858 862 
lent 43 79 110 46 989 995 


Total of British : 
origin... ...| 9998 | 667 | 783 | 1,817 | 948 | 6,638 | 7,086 


Foreigners... ... | 2,212 672 19 333 97 | 3,838 2,972 
Nationalities not 
distinguished ... 22 7 236 265 306 
5,162 1,346 802 1,650 | 1,276 | 10,236 10,364 
sponding - 5,581 | 1,009 681 | 1,857 | 1,236 | 10,364 ~ 
month, 1898 


English 4. -...| 8,768 925 | 1,211 | 2,012 | 1,612 | 9,598 | 10,327 


Scotch . i 472 44 167 555 292 1,530 1,805 

Irish “we eo} 1,082 57 122 209 84 1,554 1,593 

origin .. con |, OT 1,026 1,500 2,776 | 1,988 | 12,607 13,725 


Foreigners... ...| 3,721 | 1,187 34 627 | 208 | 5,727 5,628 


Total ... Ks 9,064 2,171 1,534 8,408 | 2,722 18,894 19,962 © 
Total for corre- : 

sponding 10,049 1,704 | 1,542 4,004 | 2,663 | 19,962 — 

months, 1898 ; 


month, are subject Bg in-the Annual Returns. 


| 
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IV.— ALIEN 1899. 
Return of the Numper of Aurens that arrived from the Continenr at Ports t in the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month ended 28th February, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding Month of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4, c. 11, sec. 2.) . 


Gothenburg 
Hamburg. Rotterdam, Other 
Bremen, and Amsterdam, ie Dieppe. Continental Total. 
Bremerhaven. | and Antwerp. orts. 


1899. | 1898. 100. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898, | 100. | 1898, | 1899. | 1898. | 1899, | 1898, 


Month ended 28th February. 

Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
places out of the United 

Arrived at London bas 779 772 230 212 80 aes oe 274 229) 1,363) 1,812 

Grimsby 270 76 33 24 43 18 18 364) 119 

63 68 109 88 5 115 122 382) 357 

” Tyne Ports ... ll 10 49 24 151 194 210 118 421 

16 55 62 43) 10 19 26 107/181 

” Newhaven ... ove ase ove ove 603 498)... 603] 498 

Other ports ... 14 70 16 34 91 <= ioe 338 194 459) 366 

Total coo eee | «= ASB, 052 499 425 470 448 603 498 974 707| 43,699) $8,129 


Aliens en route to America 
or other places out of the 
United Ki 


om : 
Arrived at Grimsby _.... 13 3} 249 27) 53 16} 502) 358 
Hartlepool } 
West... 98 ove 98 
” 46} 214 2 5} 817) 287 452) 438] 817] (884 
mm Leith ... bi 1 3 3 4 7 8 
Other ports 2 5 33 4 16 14 333, 333) 384) 856 
61} 321) 287 $6) 551)... 841) 791] 1,710] 1,699 


Total of Aliens en route and 
en route ica or other | |. 1,214) 1,372 786 461 991 8 5 

out, atthe ‘United 939 603 49) 1,815} 1,498) +5,409 


Two months ended 28th February. 


Aliens not stated to be en 
route to America or other 
out of the United 


om 
Total No... ...| 2,431) 1,946 881 750) 1,102 950; 1,128 942) 1,818) 1,515] 47,360) 26,108 


Total No.... 131 518 525 109 778 831)... 1,345} 1,212) 2,779; 2,670 


Total of Aliens en ue and 
of Aliens not statel to be 
en route to America or other 2,562| 2,464) 1,406 859) 1,880) 1,781) 1,128 3,163] 2,727) $10,139) 38,773 


= out of the United 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, or other places out of the 
United Kingdom,” and “ Aliens en route to America, §c.,” is due to the = that a large number of Aliens who arrive 
Continental ports are reported to be on the way to places out of the United Kingdom, and it is considered desirable 
to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that the ‘‘ Aliens not stated to be en route to America, §c.” come to this 
country for settlement, there being in fact a large emigration of foreigners from this country, while many of the Aliens 
arriving from Continental ports return to the Continent. (See Annual Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 154, 
Sess. 1898, and Monthly Emigration Returns.) 
+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberd Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, Glasgow, 
Goole, Gran; uth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, ore, London, Middlesbrou 
Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, South Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West tlepool. The lists recei 


from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck passengers and persons who, after landing, 
proceed by train as third-class passengers. 

+ The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to places out 
of the United Kingdom in the month of February, 1899, was 1,005, and 748 in the same month of 1898 ; in the two months 
ended February, 1899, the number was 2,190, and in the same months of 1898, the number was 1,655. 


| — . 

| 

Aliens en route Oo America 
United Kingdom - 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.—ENGLAND AND WALES. 


1 the : 

the Numser of Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupa- 
tions. 

Two Months 

February. ended February. 

1899. | 1898. 1899, | 1898. 

“7 No. | No. | No | No. 

Total gazetted ... eco eee ese 340 348 724 670 

ame. Number gazetted in principal trades and occupa- 
tions :— 

Bakers 7 1f 22 25 

366 Boot and shoe manufacturers and dealers ae 11 16 22 20 

— Decorators, painters, plumbers, i see ll 7 20 15 

129 Drapers, haberdashers, &c. <0 6 6 12 

‘ishmongers, terers, eee 
353 Agents, commission and general... ... 7 8 
Clerks, commercial and general ... 6 8 11 15 

98 Corn, "flour, seed, hay, and straw merchants 

and dealers 6 4 11 5 

356 Coal and coke merchants and dealers ove ee 2 4 lL 7 

Printers and publishers... 7 1 10 2 

699 Travellers, commercial, &c. 00s wie pare 3 5 9 10 

~ Engineers and founders, 4 9 1 

5 1 7 8 
= 5 1 7 2 
Obenists, druggists and chemical ‘manufacturers 3 2 7 3 
Auctioneers .. ave 3 4 6 8 
Carpenters and j joiners ea eae ee 4 6 6 8 
Provision merchants, &e. 3 4 6 5 
Confectioners oe 3 7 5 9 
Carriers, carmen, lightermen and hauliers.. 1 1 5 3 
Architects and surveyors ... 3 5 2 
Cabinet makers and 1 4 5 
Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. i ee _ 6 4 7 
0 Doctors of medicine, physicians, de... . 2 4 4 4 
= Carriage, &c., builders... pee “ ove 1 1 4 3 
Hairdressers... os coe 1 3 4 5 
3 Wheelwrights a 2 _ 4 1 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, “silver: 

smiths, &c. ons eee 3 4 38 9 

Furniture dealersand makers... -- 1 8. 
Gardeners, florists, ic, ... 1 1 8 2 
Saddlers and harness makers... “ae 2 d 3 5 
Bicycle, &c., manufacturers and dealers... 2 — 3 2 
Restaurant, coffee and ove 1 1 3 2 
Officersin Army ... oes 2 2 3 4 
Cab, omnibus ma fly proprietors eee 2 3 3 5 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants ooo 2 3 3 4 
Timber merchants and wood dealers one 2 3 3 
ging-house keepers... ove 1 
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V.—BANKRUPTCY.--ENGLAND AND WaLES—continued. 


Two months 
February. | ended February. 
1899, | 2898. | 1899. | 7898. 
in principal trades and occupa-| No. No. No. No 

ions—cont, 

Directors and promoters of public companies .. _ 1 2 2 

China, glass, and earthenware, &c., cassia ooo 1 2 2 a 

Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. .. ane 1 2 2 oa 

Woollen merchants and manufacturers... ~ 2 2 5 

and pig dealers... 1 1 2 4 

Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses one oa 1 2 2 4 

Milliners, dressmakers, &c. a oe ons 1 1 2 3 

Fishing smack owners, and masters... ose _ 1 2 8 

Clothiers, ters, & 3 i 3 

ers, outfit ove 3 

Brokers, stock and share . o> ose _ 2 1 3 

Wine and spirit merchants, 1 1 1 1 

Cotton spinners and manufacturers 1 1 


VI.—Export oF LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Return of the Number of Animats exported from IRELAND to GREAT 
Britain during the Month and Two Months ended 28th 
February, 1899, compared with the corresponding periods of 
the year 1898. 


Two Months 
February. ended February. 


1899. | 1898. | 1899. | 1898. 


No. No. No. No. 

Sheep ons oe ooo ove ooo 12,164) 10,952 30,237) 33492 


Goats eee eee oe eee oe eee 3 
Mules or Jennets.. wie 1 2 4 
5 15 33 25 


Total ... 128,681) 178,052 | 275,612) 280,265 
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VII.—Fisnery Statistics.—ENGLAND AND WALEs. 


Sratement of the TotaL Quantity and Vatve of the returned as 
landed on the Enatiso and Wetsx Coasts from the fishing 
unds during the Month and Two Months ended 28th 
February, 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of 
the Year 1898. 
Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1899. | 1898. 1899. | 1898. 
QuantTITY, 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. 
Prime fish not separately distinguished we 3,134 1,700 5,639 $,766 
Total prime fish... ave 14,870 13,450 31,049 82,083 
° 51,737 40,276 95,404 86,674 
Haddock 214,542 191.441 425,838 9; 
23305 4,129 
Halibut 2,753 2,248 4, 265 
Herrings Sip 13,556 1,351 23,025 14,783 
Mackerel ous 2,051, 742 3,120 3,230 
Fish not separately distinguished, except shell 
Total ... 455,886 398,322 895,357 913,309 
Shell fish :-— No. No. No. 
Crabs 199,902 897,055 308,110 617,357 
Lobsters 8,070 17,8 11,329 29,226 
Oysters 3,651,000 | 2,394,000 || 7,362,000 | 5,245,000 
Cwts. Cwts. ‘wts. 
Other shellfish owe 47,918 41,463 100,996 9§,025 
£ £ & & 
Soles... ove oe 41,296 45,678 90,703 95,046 
Turbot ... one ase one 19,778 19,081 44,997 $5,395 
Prime fish not separately distinguished oa 9,518 5,067 17,112 12,379 
87,159 30,837 72,080 65,341 
Haddock 155,231 144,840 226 303,183 
Hake... 3,7 4,632 7,093 
Halibut ‘ 7,507 6,332 12,723 9,663 
Herrings a 2,9F0 4 6,008 4,647 
ing 5,179 9,482 10,232 15,955 
Mackerel x 1,718 1,049 3,321 3,920 
Fish not separately distinguished, except she a 
Total ... ote 480,177 $03,808 863,856 844,648 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs eos ose oon 1,902 3,567 2,896 5,182 
Lobsters 394 866 553 1,386 
Oysters sas 15,062 9,329 30,376 19,879 
Other shellfish ... ose 11,733 9,263 22,739 21,359 
Total value offishlanded ... ... 459,268 $26,833 920,420 892,455 
Notr.—Tke above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values giyen 
the actual values returned by the local cfiicers at each place. 
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VIII.—Fisnery Statistics.—Scor.anp. 


Sratement of the Toran Quantity and Vatuz of the Fisn returned as 
landed on the Scorcn Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February, 1899, compared with the 
corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


. Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1899. | 1898. 1899. 1898. 
QUANTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. |, Cwts. Cwts. 
Soles (Lemon Soles)... 869 674 1,934 1,578 
Cod 67,791 43,791 121,657 93,704 
Eel (Conger) ... egypt eee 3,830 1,915 5,354 4,376 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 8,167 5,242 13,249 9,742 
Halibut 1,540 5 2:18 1,371 
errings as ine 91,760 37,116 120,649 77,058 
: 19,476 6,119 25,787 16,967 
4 
Saith (Coal Fish) 6 6,185 13,833 15,443 
13,330 7,032 19,083 14,149 
Sparling... 2 
Speate <a = 1,207 158 5,498 
(Tusk) .. 686 296 975 
Whit 4,479 2,966 9,362 7,103 
not. separa e ed, except shell 
4,055 4,416 8,525 9,790 
Total 304,124 184,758 509,551 413,665 
Shell fish :— 
Cenbs . 110,855 | 167,826 237,815 | 332,286 
Lobsters , 15,608 76,415 46,125 
62,100 62,900 120,100 119,033 
Clams Cwts. Cwts. wts. ts. 
Other shell £sh 5,157 ; 5,032 8,959 9,335 
VALUE 
£ £ 
Soles (Lemon Soles) . 2,000 2,096 4,890 4,296 
Turbot 1,373 1,309 3,156 21395 
29,312 23,801 56,944 44429 
Eel (Conger) ... 2,039 1,160 874 2,587 
Flounder, Plaice, Brill 8,630 6,097 006 10,867 
Haddock = 48,057 45,515 102,760 95,536 
errings 9 
213 33 387 55 
Saith 993 972 2.450 2,157 
k (Task) 157 82 223 160 
9,861 2,017 6,352 4,142 
separately distinguished, except shell 
1,158 1,020 3,000 2,612 
10,197 241,305 206,571 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs ... : 579 857 1,174 1,579 
Lobsters 2,716 851 45 25343 
238 482 
333 230 694 607 
Mussels 907 1,005 1,963 2,250 
1,069 1,385 1,942 2,371 
Total value of fish landed .., ovo ...| 181,091 106,544 252,112 216,180 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns, 


} 
j 
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IX.—FisHery Statistics. —IRELAND. 
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Srarement of the Toran Quantity and Vauvue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Two 
Months ended 28th February, 1899, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


. Two Months ended 
February. February. 
1899. 1898, 1899. 1898, 
QUANTITY 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. Cwis 
Soles... 150 240 234 377 
Turbos .. 98 132 184 264 
‘Total prime fish 248 372 418 641 
6,746 6,986 11,891 16,834 
Haddock 2,008 2,105 505 5,340 
Hake F 126 510 7 833 
Herrings 2,665 390 11,995 6,490 
Ling... 2,477 1,821 3,409 3,195 
Mackerel 23 20 191 20 
hiting ied 672 911 1,501 1,983 
Fish not separately distinguished, “except 
shell fish ee. 5,815 5,957 8,870 10,456 
Total 20,780 19,072 43,037 45,795 
No. No. No. No. 
Shell fish :— 
Crabs. — 227 629 
Lobsters 1,871 2,549 3,932 5,789 
Oysters 37,400 20,950 68, 21,258 
wts. ts. Cc Cwts. 
Other shell fish ... ave 3,165 2,052 4,816 $,787 
VALUE 
& £ 
630 886 900 1,318 
_ 439 666 770 1,146 
Total prime fish... 1,069 1,552 1,670 2,464 
Cod - 3,066 2,909 5,403 6,301 
Haddock ms 1,753 1,360 3,690 3,206 
errings 1,141 
Ling... 1,147 901 1,557 1,399 
Mackerel 1 18 115 18 
Fi is 470 476 1,095 995 
ish not se tay distin, ished, “exce 
shell fish spare 3,252 3,143 5,624 5,771 
Total ... 11,254 10,860 21,647 21,838 
Shell fish :— 
80 117 170 267 
Oysters 112 70 211 151 
Other shell fish 458 25 | 762 764 
Total value of fish landed ... 11,904 11,37 22,797 23,025 
Norz—The — figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The values given 


e actual values returned by the local officers at each place. 
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X.—Cotron Rerurns.—Fesrvuary, 1899. 


Return of the of Bates of Corron Imported and Exportezp, 

ForwarpEep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RerTurNep to 

Ports during the Month and Two Months ended 28th February, 
i 1899, compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1898. 


Month of Two ended 
February. February. 
; 1899. 1898. 1899, 1898. 
IMPORTS. 
American a 20s 364,312 458,312 1,098,665 928,424 
EastIndian .. 6,268 1,378 11,692 3,686 
i 38,146 55,225 92,992 108,101 
COUR 6,502 8,692 13,924 10,066 
Til 415,228 520,444 1,217,278 1,058,265 
EXPorrTs. 
American ’ 42,753 20,569 75,282 48,335 
Brazilian... 1,000 2,408 
East Indian 2,568 850 6,132 2,854 
tian . ooo 7,736 6,034 17,800 14,958 
iscellaneous 1,456 2,074 1,567 3,691 
Total ae 55,513 29,527 102,684 69,838 


American 233,951 240,574 498,898 497,898 
2,174 1,108 4, 

tIndian . 726 620 1,712 1,832 

; 25,125 30,449 55,002 68,539 

6,326 9,138 15,948 20,151 

Total 268,302 281,889 577,415 592,678 


FORWARDED from INLAND Towns to Ports, 


American a ca 256 353 547 707 
Brazilian ... — _ 
East Indian _ an 

6 6 731 


FORWARDED from Ports to INLAND Towns. 
| 
‘Total fi 262 480 | 553 | 838 
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oF Imports AND Exports. 


Statement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 
including such latest Month. 


Note—Par Vatves: Rouble= 2s. lid.; Franc=9,d.; Milreis= 
4s. 6d.; Lira =9f5d.; Gulden =I1s. 8d.; Drachma = 9 
Lew = 9,5,d.; L. Egyptian = 11. 0s. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—Imports. 
Aggregate for Period of the 
oe Value for the Month. Year,including latest Month, 
Name of Country. | yonth. 
1898, | 1897. 1898, 1897. 
Russia in Europe ...| Sept. ...] Roubles... 52,718,000 | 45,693,000 || 428,712,000 | 382,902,000 
1899 (1898) (1899} (1898) 
(1898) 1897) (1898) (1897) 
Portugal Oct. ...| Milreis ... 4,011,000. 4,716,000 || 41,103,000 | 34,531,000 
Dec. ...| Lire ... 130,938,000 | 121,480,000 || 1,418,335,000 | 1,191,599,000 
Italy * { (1899) (1898) (1899) ((1898) 
Jan. «.. 105,400,000 | 86,367,000 = = 
Austria-Hungary ...| Jan. .| Gulden ... 65,017,000 64,186,000 
; 1897) (1898) (1897) 
Greece... Oct. Drchms. 17,297,000} 13,804,000 || 126,263,000 | 86,817,000 
Bulgaria ...| Sept. ...| Lew ... 6,100,000 7,826,000 || 50,860,020 | 62,668,000 
Egypt... .. Dec. ...| 1,059,000 980,000 10,811,000 | 10,411,000 
Dec. ...| Dollars 55,115,000 | 51,506,000 || 634,958,000 , 742,595,000 
United States (1898) (1899) (1898) 
% 58,472,000 | 50,828,000 
(1898) 397) (1898) (1897) 
4,246,000 4,177,000 22,579,000 | 20,596,000 
British Indiat ...| Dec. ...|Rupees _5,81,44,365 | 6,96,22,839 || 48,83,64,934 | 50,10,12,239 
II.—Exports. 
Russia in Europe ...| Sept. ...] Roubles... 63,679,600 | 79,761,000 || 533,621,000 | _ 491,974,000 
(1899) (1898) (1899} (1898) 
France . Jan... | Frs. 238,892,000 | 235,397,000 
1898 (1897) (1898) (1897 
Portugal... ...| Oct. ...| Milreis ... 3,096,000 2,478,000 25,641,000 | 23,059,000 
Dec. ...| Lire... 115,489,000 | 102,641,000 || 1,203,569,000 | 1,091,734,000 
Italy* .., f (1899) (1898) (1899) (1898) 
Jan. 4, 90,564,000 91,058,000 — = 
Austria-Hungary ...| Jan. Gulden ... 63,740,000} 53,764,000 
(1897) (1898) (1897) 
Greece, Oct. Drchms.... 11,968,000 8,753,000 76,346,000 | 69,641,000 
Bulgaria Sept. ...| Lew ... 7,564,000 3,471,000 48,995,000 | 48,360,000 
Egypt... | Dec. L.E. ... 1,423,000 1,663,000 11,796,000 12,313,000 
Dec. :..| Dollars 137,823,000 | 125,054,000 || 1,255,494,000 | 1,099,709,000 
United States 1 (1898) (1899) (1898) 
Jan. ...) 4, 115,516,000 | 108,427,000 
898 (1897) (1898) (1897) 
Mexico + 10,736,000 | 11,146,000 71,469,000 | 63,497,000 
British Indiat ...| Dec. ...| Rupees 8,53,03,498 | 8,39,47,750 || 81,30,43,718 | 68,54,16,527 
The above figures are sutject to 1 in the A 1 Returns. 


Norr.—The figures are those of the “special” imports and exports, except in the case of 
Bulgaria, the United States, Mexico, and British India, where the figures are “ general.” 
“Special” means, in the case of imports, imports for home consumption; in the case of exports, 
exports of domestic produce and manufacture only. 

* The figures for Italy for December, 1898, and also the te, are based on the official 


valuation for 1898 ; the partieulars published for the previous ments of 1898 having been based on 
+ The aggregate figures are for the fiscal year commencing Ist July. 
The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing Ist April. 
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XII.—Foreian TraDeE or BritisH Inp1a. 


ImpPorRTs INTO BRITISH INDIA FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Nine months, Ist April— 
st December. 


31 
Increase. Decrease. 
1897. 1898. 
R R k R 
I.—Animals, living...  22,32,665 26,98,371 4,65,706 
- -II.—Articles of food and drink— 
Sugar ... 2,05, 24,883 2,50,82,898 44,41,985 
Other articles... ooo | 4,61,78,046 3,69,69,606 92,08,440 
I1I.—Metals and Manufactures of— 

Hardware and cutlery (in- : 

cluding plated ware) ... | 1,07,09,998 | 1,04,30,191 2,79,807 
Metals... | 4,48,21,708 | 3,65,82,801 77,38,907 
Machinery and millwork ... | 2,21,96,430 | 2,26,17,1596 4,20,766 
Railway plant and rolling- 

stock (other than Govern- 
ment stores) one 2,27,46,638 1,95,01,775 $2,44,863 
IvV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and tan- 
ning materials... ... 1,53,57,673 1,43,34,613 10,23,060 
V.—Oils— 
Other oils... 40,20,050 26,53,543 ote 13,866,507 
VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles 2, 20,95,500 2,14,77,766 6,17,734 
VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 
Cotton yarn ... ... ... | 2,54,79,209 1,89,50,150 65,29,059 
Cotton piece goods ... s- | 15,53,94,888 | 17,25,86,147 1,71,91,259 
Othcr articles pie 7,53,12,280 8,25,71,113 72,58,833 
Total of all Imports ... | 50,10,12,239 | 48,83,¢4,934 1,26,47,30 
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XTI.—ForeIGN TRADE OF BritisH INnDIA—continued. 


Exports oF INDIAN PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURE FROM BRITISH 
Inp1a TO FoREIGN COUNTRIES. 


Nine mon lst April— 


1897. 1898. 
R R R R 
I.—Animals, living 8,40,136 11,01,430 2,61,294 
"IJ.—Articles of food and drink— 
Rice ... 5,87,57,487 | 9,91,43,817 | 4,03,86,830 
Wheat... ... 94,59,741 | 9,21,85,861 | 8,26,75,620 
Tea 7,14,95,600 | 7,09,51,649 5,43,951 


Other articles... ... | 2,07,24,735 2,33,62,838 26,38,103 
III.—Metals and Manufactures of ... 10,77,785 9,16,332 a 1,61,453 


IV.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, dyeing and 
tanning materials— 


Opium... ...— ... | 477,85,920 | 5,18,58,868 40,72,948 
Indigo ... nate | 1,08,82,316 1,26,92,343 18,10,027 
Other articles... 83,57 ,000 86,23,136 2,66,136 
V.—Oils ... aie i 46,78,909 59,03,682 12,24,773 


VI.—Raw materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 


Cottom ... ss. | 608 7,61,31,132 1,29,19,629 


Jute... | 7,17,69,874 4,68, 29,533 2,49,40,341 
Oilseeds ... | 6,28,42,432 9,20,98,427 2,92,55,995 
Other articles... | 6,93,39,447 6,49,61,836 ove 43,77,611 
Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured — 
Cottonyarn ... 5,82,88,296 4,84,17,510 48,70,786 
Cotton piece goods ... 84,735,209 77,80,219 6,82,920 
Otter artictes... | 9,38,72,204 8,60,58,404 72,73,800 


Total of all Exports ... | 65,63,56,594 | 78,90,16,517 | 13,26,59,923 
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XXII.—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 
ANNUAL SERIES. 


Reports of the Annual Series, 1899, have been issued from Her 
Majesty’s Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the followi ene places, 
and may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottisw East 
Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Place. 
(Agriculture—1898) 
(1897) 
(Finances in 1898) 
(1897) 


(1897-98) 
(1897) 


Naples and Southern Italy ove 
Hawaiian Islands one 
New Orleans ... 
Servia 
Yucatan 
MISCELLANEOUS SERIES. 

The following Reports from Her Majesty’s Representatives abroad 
on subjects of general and commercial interest have also been issued, 
and may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


Germany. yang on Local Government and Finance in 
Prussia 
Italy. —Report on on the Mother-of-Pearl " Industry on the 
Coast 
ett on the British and Westphalian Coal 
nde at Hamburg in 1898 ... 

Germany. —Report on the Tebelaeit of Commercial, 
Industrial, Maritime and Traffic Interests in Germany, 
1871 to 1898 we 

Belgiwm.—Report on Commercial Education in Belgium ese 

‘Fran2e.—Report on the French Fisheries on the Great Bank 
of Newfoundland and off Iceland ° 

Brazi!l_—Report on the Colonies, Commerce and Finan- 
cial Situation of the States of Parana and Santa 
Catharina, with some Notes on the Railway System and 
Finances of Rio Grande do Sul 

Brazil.—Report on a Journey to the ‘Diamond Fields of 
Minas Geraesand Remarks on the Province of Minas Geraes 

Denmark.—Report on Commercial Education in Denmark ... 

wa port on Commercial Education in Switzer- 

Germany. — Report on Brown Coal Mining in the Rhineland . 

Netherlands—Report on Commercial Education in the 
Netherlands 

Italy.—Suggestions for the Development of British Trade 
with Italy ove ove 


XXII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Report relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions 
has been issued, and may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottis- 
woode, East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :— 


No. Place. | Price. 


255 | Basutoland... ... 


No. | | Price. a 
2198 Trans-Caucasus ooo} 1d, 
2199 France ove | 2d. 
2201 Denmark ove eee ove coe] 4d, 
No. | Price. 
487 
yd. 
488 a 
d. 
489 
4d, 
490 
q 
491 4d, 4 
492 — 
ld. 4 
493 % 
43d. 
494 
2d. 
495 ld. 
496 4 
2d. 4 
497 ld. 
498 
a 
499 
14d. 


4 

4 

j 

a 

q 

¢ 


